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PREFACE 


The management of the Korea Ruyiew puts out the 
following extracts from that magazine, to form a con¬ 
nected statement of actual conditions in Korea. 

To anyone who may this pamphlet we urge tin* 
necessity of a full end open discussion of the question. 
Not only Korea is interested. It is well to know what 
Japan is.capable of doing outside her own natural sphere. 
There is no object-lesson which can teach this moreclear- 
Iv and definitely than her handling of Korea. 

Jnpnn ia to be commended for her energy mid apirit. 
She has dun e y lCRt tilin g s~fo~m wUrii < l ie Cb -p r nntsirir 
her legitimate interesta she demonstrates an utter lack 
of those qualities which make her a safe teacher or leader 
of the Far East. None of the other Far Eastern peoples 
have passed through a feudal state as Japan has dote 
and this, for one rensmi, makes it impossible for her to 
.liccomc a criterion for these other peoples. She did it in 
her way. Thqymuet do it i n their way. T his is a fact 
which Japan does hoHih'derstnnd or at nny J rate ignores. 
She is top young to b e a safe guid e to nnv other nation. 
Her predominance in the Far East is a distinct menace 

to the peace of the world junt uu the ambition of the first 

Napoleon was. Unless the Powers are willing to witness 
a complete upheaval and transformation of political and 
commercial conditions in Asia they most awake to the 
importance of this pioblem. 
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FROM THE KOREA REVIEW. 


Japan as a ColonUar. 

Out; of Ibe ]Rpan«e« foreign 

papyri recently contained what ympol. 
ed to be. slid itnihllcn ■ digest of 
remarks made by Huron Kanekq in Am¬ 
erica on wbat he called the "Great 
political question of the twentieth cen- 
tory"—namely Colonization, After re¬ 
turn k in* that "there >■ little opportunity 
luducement lor colonization in the 
cold latitudes’* he add* that in the Pacific 
Island*. Asia. Isdln, Africa ami Soilh 
America there is an immense field of 
endeavor: and he makes bold to add 
that "it is on tbrae lands that the eyes 
ol the world ‘e statesmen are fixed." 

Now we venture the opinion that this 
is true only of the sUlleaincu ol a very 
few cnontrira. Take America, whooe 
statesmen are at l<*st of average ability. 
We very much rionht whether there ire 
half a dozen n- them interested in the 
matter of colorizing any of the land* 
enumerated. Sorely the work of the 
United Slates in the Philippines world 
not indicate aoy deiire to colonize those 
islands The activities of Aoieiicso 
■talesman ship hare been rather to lead 
the people of those islands to develop 
the resources of their land themaelsea. 
To tills end wftoess the enormonn num- 
ber of teach era sent there. They tre 
not cotonirers in the sense intended by 
Boron Kaoeko. 

If he had a*d that B’.Bleetuen sre 
keenly ulirc (o tilt importance of occur* 
lug markers for the products of their 
respective countries In these other lands 
he would have bran far nearer the mark. 
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bnt anch an suiblbou Includes every 
country. Knglaud, America, Germany 
want trade in every country, the great 
as well aa the small, the strong as well 
as the weak. 

It seems to nf little leai than absord to 
My that India forma an immense field 
for colonization. It ahead* has " pof*® 1 *- 
lion of nearly y»,orv*,«w. and colon *.* 
lion of that country by other" would 
simply uieau the displacement of just S'* 
ranch of the satire population, the al¬ 
ienation of jus’, so mach wealth and the 
catting oH of jost so much opi'ortuclty 
for native industry, 

Baron Kanaka’s remark? anmant to 
the cold-blooded proportion tl»at the 
aim of modern itatemen is to seize upon 
territory oat their own and nse It fnr the 
expansion of selfish interests st the ex¬ 
panse of tha nativss of thoea lands. W* 
repudiate this slnoder in loto There 
may be aotne snail souls who have each 
a atiiuw vlaw uf life ami of history ae 
this but we sincerely tielieve they are 
the great exception. 

Baron Kanekn is evidently speaking 
from wbat he. caucrivra to be the stand¬ 
point of the Jspanaie people. It might 
be worth while to oak why it is that Jagem 
wants to fl nd an outlet for surplus popula¬ 
tion. We com* face to face with a par¬ 
adox at the very start for if there la any¬ 
thing evidently true about Japan it is 
that she aspires to become a great min- 
ufactnring sod diatrihating renter like 
Suglaad U su the cannot spur n single 
man srWcmiD. The rapid growth of 
her industries demand* that people Slay 
at borne rather than run away. 
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II it it true that J»p*n actually needa 
to £tt rid of pan of her population it 
mart be due tii one of two reasons; 
eitlwr industrialism boa not kept pate 
will growth of population or else Uie 
people, through the ulopliou of western 
Idcta bam acquired needs filter than 
they Uava acqniied Uie ability to seenre 
the aaLiafaction o! tboic needs. To 
state it in condensed form and with per- 
bapt b tinge of hyperbeis, the clerk on 
forty )eu e nunlli ■■uU to dilnk cbim. 
pigae hot can't afford it unlaw he can 
do the work of four cluks aud absorb 
thek salaries. The other three most 
coltoba I 

Bringing the qnestioa dawn to its 
Korean phase, the only one In which this 
magazine ia legitimately Inteteated^Ju^ 

S aaiorai conclnoiou tbiJ Baron 
dvocatts the sending into Ko^ 
i nuuibar of Japanese. The 
only opening Immediately apparent for 
tLeic men i* that of agriculture, for the 
coil ia tbu only «»« immediately avail¬ 
able. Commerce requite* time for Its 
development. The soil, like the poor, is 
ever with ns. Coloniraiion will mean 
»n immediate aud enormous ncquiailion 
of Und iolhe psuiusula. As we have 
liefcre stated, the Japanese will not be 
content to lake up land that the Koreans 
have hitherto cousideted too poor to 
cultivate. They will demand and obtain 
goof land. I>t us supfoie that JO.CCO 
p«ople come. The land lad bouses aud 
implements oece»nry fix thsii support 

aud fllicltar will OOvt »• l“*«t vi*< y«u |>«> 

niei or a total of yen io.coo.oco, bnt 
ttarm Kaneko says tbut the population 
is Ucrcs^cg at Ibe rate of 400,000 per 
year. Of this a mere 50,000 would be an 
abasrdly small fraction. Who la to pxo- 
vidi the money for tlds aettlemsut? 
Surely the Japanese government cnnnoL 
Th< truth is that the laid will 6e tuken 
«1 a nominal price just ai every thing his 
been taken here. But what about the 
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inc-ease of Korea's papulation t It 
auionnla In all probability to at least 
roc,ora a year. Three must ba look*! 
aflat ae well, No reasonable man will 
be able to deny that Baron Kanckos 
plan will be ■ crushing blow to the pro¬ 
gress and welfare of the Korean people. 
Jiuiigistiou to Canada, where there are 
millions of acres still lyiig fallow, ia one 
thing, hut to Korea where every nook In 
the bill* in cultivated to it* ftille at ex- 

Lent, St Vcjua m vc ty iIifTocntnumpIcxum. 

rdron Kaneka ray* *,hit "The great 
majority of people thlsk we arc not a 
colonising nation bnt we are. For many 
years we have had no opportunity to 
prove it. -Three hundred years ago 
Japan was the greatest eMnalrlng nation 
in the world. We colonized Chino. 
Manchuria and Korea." Here we begin 
to kcc what i*ort of ArgUTienta the Baron 
bring* forward. Three hundred yean 
age Hidayoshi. a blood-lhimy usurper, 
detenu hi ml to conquer China by way of 

U« burled li> uxmy of trained 

CBt-tliruwlb upou tbe p<nin*ula but wo» 
defeated nil J driven bocV into the waotb- 
era part of the country. There they 
were obliged to till LhC fields foe tbeir 
own gupport bcoauie lau Kuieou 
power made it imjx)b»u:g to escape to 

Japm. For fovea ytmn» lliey endured 
this enforced .exile aod then by a des¬ 
perate attempt* bowcaick and half lam; 
i*bed they broke lbro»itfh the cardofl of 
Ko.ean boat* and got away home. A 
lew hundred who had married Korean 
woman vaviainml aud lul- 

medUtelj absorbed ill tbe Korean po¬ 
pulation* A few year* tetCT the Jupan- 
ea< humbly aeked if they might make a 
commercial Jtatioo at Fuaau. After 
long hesitation ihia w*f granted bnt tbe 
mini her of )ip«nw wn$*trrictly limited 
ami they were ClOfdy eon lined to ceiiaiu 
umrow licnltis And tb* 5 * n-biit Baron 
Keueko calld great cdtonirinK! ITic 
truth IB that at tbot very time ?pain hod 
* ssfininm trofT' 
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probably ft thousand colonists lo Japso’s 
aof. Japan aud Cbiua were at sworda 
point* aud that Japan colonized in China 
or Manchuria ic any genuine aeoae i* 
inconceivable. It is very unfortnoite 
(or the baron's contention that he me* 
■nch an argument aa this. Tile spaHiro- 
dle attempt at expansion made by Hide- 
roobi. served but lo Ulitsliale tlia lack of 
the very qualitj the Union would at¬ 
tempt to demonstrate. Hut even if it 
were une that Japan had once beet a 
colonizing power, the fnet that in 1J68 
ahe bod not ft aingle colony would prove 
that she was at that time no colonizer. 
One might aa sell aay that Spain ia a 
great colonial power "imply becauae at 
one time she w»* sneh. 

When naked wbellie* Japan Intend* to 
enforce in Korea the same policy the 
has enforced ia For moos the Baron 
made an evasive reply bnt said that in 
vnr respects toe policy would be the 
(■me. A few doy* ago wo received a 
letter from ft gentleman, who crosred 
the Pacific on ibft same boat with the 
Japanese peace commissioner. any big 
that on that L«at he met a gentleman 
who bad loog been a resident In Formosa 
and who Mid tlut the administration of 
affairs there w**almost a perfect counter¬ 
part of the UIC(bi>d* in Korea Kiel fnilh 

in the page* of Tkt Kona Review Hat 
the Baron adds "Their inherited customs 
we will allow them to maintain so long 
ns they do not conflict with the neces¬ 
sary limitations of loyalty to the Bu- 
peror and tbs Japanese government,” 
In apite of the mixed metaphor we take 
Ibis to mean loyalty to the Japanese 
Emperor. "W« ebsll encourage the 
Koreans to maintain whatever la deal to 
them in a legeidary way, bat also eu- 
COUISge S spirit of loyalty lo Japan.” 
Hveiy wind of Oils might be epokeu by 
a Russian abont Polsud. It all hreathes 
the spirit of absolute and final extinction 
of Korea as a ualion. Now this goes far 
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bayoud tbo boands of ■ mere proieo- 
totals. It means Ibe definite abserp- 
tioo of Korea by Japan fur all time. Bnt 
more follows aud worse. "They sue a 
people whom if will be easy lo manage. 
They are not warlike, they are not 
troublesome, bnt they ate ofrstbei.a 
low order of intelligence—what you 
won Id coll stupid in this country (dm* 
erica). We abiU not eocournge brxr* 
marriage between Japcnese .colonists 
and the Korean*. On the contrary we 
shall oppose it very vigorously. We 
shall consider (be Koreans as s lower 
race.” A lowrr race, forsooth I In- 
fcrtoFSnUlllgeftOft I Whan ths Korean 
ha* ontwitted tte Japanese at overy tarn 
for tbs past thirty year* In the gams of 
diplomacy, being compelled by uilllUiy 
weakness to use cunning Instead of 
brute force! A race equal to the Jap¬ 
anese in natural intelligence and great¬ 
ly Superior in phvsiqueand temperament. 
This Japanese gentleman throws out his 
cheat and eaya "a lower race," when 
mnoy of his evuntrymeo in Korea go 
about more tbio bait naked tbrocgb 
the street* of Seoul to tbe dleguet and 
scaodal of the Koreans ; wheu they do 
not hesitate to kick and beat and rob' 
the Koreans right and left, aa ha* hren 
proved over and over again ; when, 
baffled in their attempt to browbeat the 
Korean government into giving up a 
valuable concession absolutely without 
compensation, they have tbe best and 
most loyal Korean official driven Iran 
office to make room for a creator* of 
their own, who will sell hi* own land for 
money; when they build in Seool in a 
prvmloent sile a huge brothel, honsng 
hundred* ol the votaries of vice, and 
Daunt it in ths face of Koreans, who, 
corrupt enough, G«d knows, have the 
giscc to hide their infamy from the 
public eye. 

He will comider them a lower race; 
will oppose intermarriage ; will, la Sue, 
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Stamp the Korean benentb his heel for 
all time and exterminate bin>. There it 
nix oue word of ficnaiae sympathy nor 
a hint at real h»lpfult«'0. and we ven¬ 
t-ore the opinion that willi the reception 
of • very few leading men the won'.i of 
R»-on Ksnekci ruico Ue atntlment uf 
the whole Japanese people. They de¬ 
scribe with wuntlerful cxociuesa the 
attitude ol the - Japanese in Korea 
lotiuy. and they drmunttrsU the lack of 
th« pnnuiiy anil rnmlamvalal qnslifii-a. 
licm C«r a successful bandlipg of the 
Kcieno people. 

Witness Ibe clrmiog words of this 
chracieristlc 1cler\iew. "The duuriusl- 
inj Dtite )o Japan’s colonial policy will 
be a bleeding of kludueis with firmness 
a course m;ilw»y between that adopted 
by England and Kuss.a.” \Vil| any 
•talent of history or of COlltCinpOf- 
adkmi^ nnicnt Hit UOW 1 

blending of firranesa aad kindness will 
remit lu a course midway between that oJ 
Peglood anil Russia f Is RugUud Isckiua 
in kioileea* u< is it that Russia is lack¬ 
ing iu firmness, or i* it rut vtna. No, 
it is plain that Ibis U mere word-jug¬ 
gling. The truth it tlmt in Korea Japan 
hai proved herself oeillicr kind nor firm. 

•'9bs has evinced Ihe narrowest kind of 
selfishness and at ths same tune a 
curious lack of Grmneis The latter is 
due to the attempt to carry out impos¬ 
sible schemes. financial, economic and 
infuttriel. If Karra is to be bandied 
properly by the Japaneie it most l>e by a 
vary illfff renl Simp of nxmn Iram (Won 
Ksneko. 

1h« Korean Customs Sonrlco. 

One of the most important and most 
prooiioent. departments oi tbe Korean 
lorrmment ia and for auny years has 
been, the Maritime Cutouts. It has 
been the battle ground ol mure than one 
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international quarrel, the aweetrst nut 
to crack in all tbe basket. The interest 
which it Inspires is donhtleai based a pup 
tbe foot that it repreaenU ready money, 
spot cash ; and that is tbe must attrac- 
tin for ui which tba god of wealth ever 
nwuities 

The removal of J. MeI.eavy Brown, 
C.M.G., from tbe control of the Ko¬ 
rean Customs by tba Japanese is an 
event of high importance to this peuple 

AC<i < IA V#i'l b* T^clling 

The Jspauese have ao^oired the power 
to work their will in Korea. Since the 
day they drew up their treaty with Kn. 
m in -,904 gnaianteeiog her indepen¬ 
dence thr.y have heea attempting to 
atoorb every profitable avel ol tb« Ko 
rean government. It has beeo one cu¬ 
lls nous and consistent course of absolute 
se.fitbns*. nnrelieved by a single at¬ 
tempt to do anything d'reetly foe tbe 
welfare of the Ko«««r- people. Hire 
again we have a striking case in point. 
Th.o J.p.acae s^o-mm.nl has no official 
in Ha whole realm that can begin to 
handle tho position as Dr. Brown ha* 
done and can do. If in their vanity 
they think they, have they will eventual¬ 
ly discover their mistake. But this has 
little weight. Hera !• a definite sod 
profitable asset of Ibe Korean govern¬ 
ment and must he wreeehed from them 
as other things have been. Justice,educa¬ 
tion, enlightenment, these are ttalnga 
that Japan has no thought of giving 
Korea except in Ihe moat ioddeuttl 
sort «• — »y. There is not •—'■kI* uot« 
of helpfulness in their anttrs policy .« 
illustrated iu the set. or the p*«t two 
year*. They want tbe Customs depsrt- 
meet and they will bare it, Irrespective 
of Dr. Brown’s long sod priceless 
services. 

•But it is not only the noney they want- 
Their vanity is donhtlesi hurt because an 
Important reaooice A tbs Korean 

government ia anil outside thelt grasp. 
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It is worth while asking In what 
Hal particular this attempt to get the 
Customs ont of Dr. Brown's hands differ* 
from that of the Russian* io iSyy. Aflat 
examining the case pretty carefully we 
have been compelled to decide Ural there 
la only one sain difference and that la 
that whereas in the former case the 
British givernrient demurred. In Oils 
caw it acquiesces. The jusriieof the 
two cases is the Fame. The injury to 
Kvi «4 lu vf Acqu’l^«nc« »• pr*c4iC' 
.ally the same, lot there l» little doubt 
that Kir Alnai'K was as capable of 
handling tbe service aa any Japanese in 
likely to be. The meat of the natter lien 
in the terms of the Anglo-Japanese alli¬ 
ance io which, m we hare said Worn, 
everyone's interests are guarded except 
those of Korea. For the sake of personal 
gam Great Briiain bin sold Korea to 
japan. Englaoc has a treaty with Korea 


power ho did, amgle handed, enough to 
show that with a few more to back bin 
and to help work out bis plana Korea 
eoold become a thoroughly leaptctaola 
goeeroiueut. Ramin knocked that iu 
the head once, ind now [npau. instead 
of enlarging bia powers fourfold, as she 
ought, Is lecurisg bla'renioval aud with 
hit removal one if the last straws at which 
tbe drowning ration can grasp. Byron 
suog for Cap tiro Greece and England 
llMiilaud australed. ’ But OrsMi *M 
Once a mighty power, you nay. Ah, 
there’s the trocble. Yet, do you drop 
your alms Into (he pslm of him alone 
who once wus strong and rich? Do yon 
stretch forth ynor arm and rescue from 
the ^graip of violence that man alone 
who’once was able to defend himself? 
la chivalry at last dead and weakness no 
longer its own lufiicient pica? It seem 
so. 


iu which, according to International kw, 
she regard* Korea as a coArdboate power, 
ll is all well eocogb to smile and shrug 
tbe shoulders bnt so long as right is righ| 
and law Is law an long will it be trae tkat 
In banding over Korea to the Japanese 
without so much as consulting tbe Ko¬ 
rean government. Great Britain tsi 
stained her ermine. How long has it 
been since Aogk-Saxooa hava loet the 
desire to see fair play and bavs begun to 
da mo the under dug 1 There la many a \ 
Britiiber iu Korea today who knows that 
given hRlf a chance, the Korean would - 
make a good eitiren, a steady worker, sn 
bnnoi, Intelligent man. hut these era 
uo days for the exhibition of m«r>'feel¬ 
ing. Sentiraeat has become eycoudnioua 
with sentimentality end tbe days whsn 
rugged Justice and Impartial sympathy 
moved the makers of britkh pulley are 
apparently past. l>r. Brown himself is 
proof enough ©< wbat could be done In * 
Korea if tbe people could be given a 
little good advice and firm hut sympa¬ 
thetic control^ Tho twa years he waa in 
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A Protest . 

For the pest few weeks, those who we 
Interested In seeing satisfactory relations 
established between the Koreans and the 
Japanese have lieen looking for signs 
that the Tokyo authorities were trying 
to hack up tkdr wnrda with definite 
action, but the stats ol affairs bare has 
becunrs rapidly worse instead of better, 
until at last tUo Koreans Uavo reached a 
state little removed from desperation ; 
and tbose who catch the onder-cnTtsnt 
of feeling among the people are awsre 
tlmt wp wr flAngrrnn*Jy near the po’nt 
nf revolt at tbe Methods adopted by tbe 
Japanese. 

It Is not merely wbat the Japanese uc 
trying to do In sod about ths great com¬ 
mercial centers Hire Seoul. Pyeug-yatg, 
Taiko and Sonpdo. bat the utterly inex¬ 
plicable method! they adopt io doing it 
that call lor load and Insistent protert. 
And those who are the most genuine 
frlands of Japso should be tbe first to 
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nuke the protest. The foots which ws 
pfG>osc to relate here will uphold this 
indictment. We have been mating a 
cartful examination of condition# here 
and in Pyeng yang and the statemen ts 
we *ppend can be relied upon aa true. 
Plenty of wltiie&scs can be brought to 
substantiate them. It ranuiua, as it has 
alwtye been. Inexplicable on any rational 
theory liow the rights of Koraaut should 
be 9> completely ignored as they are be¬ 
ing at this moment ho»k »» Sooul and 
Pyeng-yang, This In a rather serious 
charge to make hut the tide bear it out. 
There esu be no excuse which will pass 
current for the perpetration of the follow¬ 
ing outrages, for they can he called 
nothing less. 

Let us examine first the state Of affairs 
In the vicinity of Seoul. This city lies 
ulmit three mile* to the ninth uf the 
Hun River, which curve# aronod toward 
the mirth holding the city as it were in 
an elbow. The high wooded hill called 
Nan Smn forms ■ part cf tire southern 
bouudaxy of the city sod throws its spurs 
south and east a* far as the river bank. 
Aliujat tha entire ares between Seoul 
and the river, covering thousands of 
acres of land, has been staked out by tha 
Japanese ou the pica of uiliuiy necessity 
and the entire population which ran n cp 
into the tens of tli ones tide have been 
nodded that they mot vacate their 
homes and dalds when notice Is given. 
In this area there axe large and Bauisbf 
ing Tillage* of from one hundred to five 
honored hnaoea. The prupt* have their 
longestabliebed occupations and local 
huaiiees couucctious. Their livalilaiud 
depends in large uieasuie upon them 
busiaras couueclions and upou Hie local 
interests. Bui not a thought ia given to 
tbil fact. They are told that they must 
vacate at souie U me tu lie near future:. 
When they demand pay lor their land 
and houses they are told (hat the Japan, 
ese authorities have paid over, or are to 
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pay over, to Korea same three hundred 
tbuusand yen for all this property &t 
Seoul, Pyeng-yang and Wijn aud that 
eventually the people will be paid some¬ 
thing for their bouses sad lauds. . 

How in the hist pirns we must ask 
what meaning there ia ia the term “mili¬ 
tary necessity." We new that iu all this 
district uear Seoul the Japanese marks 
often follow the conformation of the 
cultivated land up the lulle valleys, the 
stakes being set around tha fields and 
taking no account of the uncultivated, 
spurs. This Is a very curious thing. If 
Urn is for military necessity one roust 
wonder ia what way the seizure of only 
this cultivated land can benefit the Jap¬ 
anese army. If they needed the hills for 
strategic purpose#, for the building of 
fortifications or earthworks, It would be 
a different matter, but tin a It quite out 
of the question here. The Japanese 
t him salves affirm that lbs Korean# are 
being driven out becaow: "The Japnutse 
ora going to live here." In other words 
the gigantic coufiscatiuu lusa uotbiug 
whatever to do with military necessity 
and ia simply tha forcible seuuie of 
Koresm#' property for Ilia purpose of 
lsUing Japanese settle there. This is 
proved conclusively by what is seen at 
Pyeng-jrang. Between the modern city 
wall and the railway station, to the weit, 
there Isa distance of two miles, through 
wbu It called the tve&rtg or "Outside 
Town," supposed to be the site of the 
old city of Kija. This wa 9 held by Ko" 
rean farmer# sod each man belli lbs 
deal for faia land. Tha Japanese seized 
the aulira tract, ovar 3,000 acirs, except¬ 
ing a lew acres held by Chinese, aud 
•add it was for military ueceubity. No* 
hal: the Koreans were paid a cent lor 
their houses or lands. Now we find that 
this tract is being bailt up, by ordinaly 
Japanese merchants and artisan#, into a 
city by Unelf. Is this military necessity? 
Hardly. It i# nothing bat an exhibition 
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of superior forcr fur the purpose of ac¬ 
quiring propertyfor nothing. These ui 
pleio words but w* cbsllvngs the Jap»o- 
eae or their defenders to prove them to 
be uotrae. Haadrsds of people ere sin»-. 
ply driven frointbrar house* end lards 
without ■ cent <4 cotnjwn«*ti<in 
have no tuonev to rent or boy another 
place, nor any money to pay for morltg. 
They are dimply bereft of rvo.rythirg, 
including, in micy instances the means 
of livelihood. At tha writer was paaaiig 
along the road through the section. near 
Sean) Japanese wete busy tearing op 
crops from fieldsalong the .way maklsg 
raady to b«ld a road (not railroad). 
Women with children stood by, crying 
and wringing their bands at sight of tie 
destruction of the crop which alone 
insures them against starvation next 
winter. The Japanese said he was doing 

II aocvidlug ID wJua. The wilier wh 

besieged by more then Gfly men along 
tbe way who begged that some way be 
found to delay, et least, the carrying oo| 
the monstrona sentence. Flat what way 
U there? Shall we tel) these people to 
oral themselves end fight for their 
homes? However great their '•tonga no 
one would feel Justified In suggeeling 
■nr.h a remedy. If the people should rise 
ert mane and petition the government 
for redress they eould be told (and hare 
been told) that the government is farced 
*o it by the Japanese. If the Korean® 
should make a nooster demonstration, 
or a pmceini kind. petitioning me Jap¬ 
anese to have mercy, they would be die- 
pnroed at the bayonet's point, The only, 
■ay to save the situation is to appeal 
directly to the highest authorities In 
Japan and demand a» an elemental 
human right that the people be left lu 
po««uioo of tb»r propH'y or that they 
be paid a fair market price for it. 

The evils of thii aweaping confiscation 
are aggravated by the way in which the 
Japanese attempt to evade responsibility. 

UH«I by Google 


Haring secured from the Korean gov¬ 
ernment by duress a promlss to eecsra 
the land, tha Jspeasse, knowing that tha 
govern went has nu money with which 
to pay for it, go to the people and tarn 
them out of their homes and lands snd 
tell them to look to ehe Korean govern¬ 
ment for pay. Having ahorn the Kornn 
guvaromeu t of oil Indepdenenl action sod 
assumed control of the finances of tbe 
Conntry, the Jipaoese aathoritiei turn 
about and tell the people to collect their 
pay from their own government, na if It 
were an entirely (separate and autonom¬ 
ous bfJsir, and able to find lbs mousy. 
We consider this to be not only -wrovg 
but It kl cowardly as well. If the Japan- 
eae want to selte the land why do thay 
not do so without trying to cover the 
tracks by claiming that the Korean gov¬ 
ernment is reaponeible / The Japanese 
are men os «h» battle field, let th.m 
come out and he men’ In their dealings 
with Korea. 

In order to pacify the people who era 
being driven out of their homes the Jap¬ 
anese tell them that Japan is going to 
tarn over to tka Korean governor cat 
soma money tot* distributed among the 
euflareie. What could be more exqu» 
Itely ironical tlura this? The »obi named 
is not one tenth the oraount necessary 
to give the prcple even -tbe minimum 
market price lor their property and to 
have this paid through the Uandf of Ko¬ 
rean officiate would be inch a travesty of 
Justice tbai we can hut marvel that Uc 
Japanese ahnnld have the face tonoggeit 
If. 

U there were acme immediate aid 
stem military netessity like the near ap¬ 
proach of tbe enemy we can imagine the 
temporary removal of Koreans from 
•lluatloas of dai>R»r or from land nv«d«d 
for forufkatious. but when, ruder tt« 
plea of military necessity, enormous 
stretches of merely residential and agri- 
cnltursl property are suddenly eetxed. 
isfininni trorr 
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P*i'i lor in promises only, the people 
w/uiierf to move out, while os *et there ia 
no enemy within two thousand mile* and 

th»! enemy thoroughly hcnUU,- 

when, I lay, each acu are performed 
they put the perpetrators morally on the 
defensive. On Ure night of the nioth 
inetint ai the writer pew*1 • through the 
affected din riel women end children 
came pressing atxxit him by the score 
him to find annie means to avert 
their being driven from their bone*, 
without a cent ol money wherewith to 
procure a lodging place Far into the 
night young women with hahic* in their 
armi were bnrryiog past In flight to a 
mure distant village. Tlie absolute cal- 
oneness of the Japanese agent* is sonic- 
thiu| appalling, Having been ordered 
to carry out the "imprcreiuer.u” they 
tome into the villages and pnt down all 
pcotf.t by heating tbe people, and no 
one dare* to re«*t because thia would 
Immediately result in the coiuing of Ilia 
genrarmem and the shedding of no one 
know* how orach ionocent blood. 

N»w thia language will doubtless sound 
like exaggeration to those who have not 
been on the spot and seen things aa they 
are, but what we site is that the facta be 
investigated, fa it possible that a people 
which has w«n such high enconiuma aa 
the Japanese shall allow their fair fame 
to he brought into the dust by acta which 
arc comparable in quality though not in 
quantity with the militarj confiscations 
of Ike Caesura? We do not bell ere it, 
and we feet confident ttiat If il>c high 
anthwitiea from whom tbs preseot policy 
preaimahly emanates coaid see these 
penpe being driven frost their homes 
■nd ields penniless and practically with¬ 
out hope of redress they would be th* 
first to rescind the order. Ami why 
should Korea be subjected to such dras¬ 
tic treatment, and the laod of her people 
be Una wrested front them on a mere 
pretext? Even la n n conquered ter- 
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ritory modern military ethics would not 
permit of such confiscation* without 
eoaipeuootioo. linw ninth more j(riev- 
oui then is the wrong *hen we remem¬ 
ber that Korea is tbe ally of Japan. If 
lira Koivau goverouieat blocks ucedcd 
ret urns then let the government suffer 
but wbst have the common people to do 
with this mid what excuse docs it give 
for driving oo« people that are entirely 
iiieocent of any intention or desire to 
block reforms, hut wnold rather welcome 
them? 

These peoplv bevc no one to whom 
they can appeal against their hard fate, 
They were informed by the Mayoralty 
office that- their land hfd all been given 
to japan and they must prepare to vacate 
it. When it came to tSc sharp pinch a 
crowd of them went tnthe Mayor s office 
and protested against the forcible evic- 
tioa. They were referred to the Home 
Office aa being the touiCe of the order. 
They weal there nail *»kkd to sec the 
Uv.li Mlutilei . aud vsn told that It 
was an Imperial order. They then be¬ 
came desperate and charged the Minister 
with having lied to them sud having 
Stolen their land. Them pern the Minis- 
tur naked the Japanese gendarmes to 
disperse the crowd adding that killing 
was none too bad for them. The Japan¬ 
ese charged the crowd aud one man had 
his aim cut to the bone sad another hod 
his faCe cut from forehead to chin. 
Someone in tbe back of the crowd threw 
a stone into the Home Olice and k stems 
that the cowaidly Mlulster feared a riot 
and ordered the attack. 

The surprising thing la that the Jap¬ 
anese *o poorly gauge the temper of the 
Korean people. The latter may not be 
quick to reseat their wrings bat if thous¬ 
ands of them are to be deprived of their 
homes without payment they will surety 
make trouble. It comes to a mutter of 
life and death at last, aad then the Ko¬ 
rea* become* a wild beast in fearlessness. 
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The Writer ha* Uteri among And has 
watched thi» people for onmetMng like 
twenty years and nothing is more certain 
than that ■ continuance of the present 
course of actlor will lead to (rouble ior 
which the Japaneae will he directly re¬ 
sponsible. J^t the Koreans become once 
thoroughly arotsed and they change 
from the mildeit and most Inoffensive 
people into veritable beast* which have 
no fear of death. If the Koreans ut 

driven tn (he wmll llir.p run Indict uni'll 

damage open the. voted inlereata of the 
Japanese as to rwder their occupation of 
Korea prr>fitle«*. 

All lliis can ie averted easily by the 
adoption ol » decent.and equitable polky 
in the peninsula. A Very little k-iodneas 
goes * long way with 8 Korean, end 
Japan has it sbll in bee power to con¬ 
serve her own interests end those of 
Korea by stopping the wholesale coofa- 
cation of land and going to work In a 
slower and more liunnuie my. 

The Japandsa in Pfong Yang.: 

/ *• 

There are hundreds.of cams In which 
the Koreans In Pyeng-yang have been 
most unjustly treated. There has bean 
one enormous grab on svery band In the 
city aud :n iu environ*. Military uecro- 
oity is the: excuse given in almost every 
ca« • Two ibotisnd acres of farming 
land were included in one lllOnxlraaa 
• con6scation ; but the erente rvt military 
necessity fell to the ground when tbe 
land thus reined who divided up mining 
Japanese mercbasw and others. Whit 
military neensitj Can there be in a mis¬ 
cellaneous coliecti'iii- of civilians who 
have nothing to do with Ibe mililsry, iu 
most Cfi-eof .Oar Cwnnnt look into ill 
tbe in-IB brought to one's attention bat 
it ia beyond question that (be action of 
the J-panes* in Pirng-yMig has been 
hard to bear. The worst eaeewes of 
Korea’o moat corrupt otlkia'a never took 
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on the form of inch wholesale condera¬ 
il oo a M those Which have taken place at 
Ty eng-yang. 

A Japanese subject owned a littla plot 
of ground in Pytnjf yanR hot til* open* 
. Ing to it vfas vary oarraw. A large tiled 
house worth 6,o» yen stood in the way. 
The japaneae ofered the owner no yen 
and wheb it wsa vefnsed the Korean vas 
aeiied. dragged *w»y to one of the Jap¬ 
anese cmoponnl* and brutally beaten 
and otherwise flltteatert.. Me atjnet got 
away and Immediately took opium sod 
killed himself. In China Ibis would 
have been akerijue nialtyr but the J»p- 
an«e« huighcd at It and attempted to 
snake the moe'e widow give op the 
hence. Site declared that »hc woold i lc 
rather than sell on any terms- Thia ia 
no faked story hot *n actual occurrence. 
The Korean* art helplem hecauae they 
are too wise to revolt openly. The liaio 
will com# howsver when the Kotesue 
will be drivsn to H unleaa better C**n- 
Btfla prevail etiuoig tlie Japanese. A fsw 
mile* from the dfy a Korean owns a fine 
hot spring. A Japanese civilian appr»e, 
drive* fair, staleea all about the property 
nnd Bays he has token it because of nil- 
Usry necewitr. (hough lie has no papeis 
tnahow. 

Not only *o hnt the. Japaneae have 
swarmed all over the property of Am¬ 
ericans and Begliahmen and planted 
their stakes knowing periectly «ell 
whoso the land it. The Japaneae Coniul 
when approached about the matter e»id 

be ko*W it “W tb« property vl li«relau. 

era but he added "You had belter j*at 
let the stake* re.main where they are for 
the. ptew-nr.” When I naked these Am¬ 
erican gentlemen why they did not pill 
up tbe Japaneae «labe» and throw* thru 
in the ditch 1 learned that If this 
done some-of the servsnt* ar adbsrects 
of three foreigners would Immediately 
be oeired aud lieeteu witlilu un inch of 
their lives. Aril so tlieie foreignvra 
firininnl frorr 
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liar; to submit to ibo humiliation of 
having Japanese sign pool* all over their 
property without daring lo pul) them op. 
It h Indeed a carious condition of things. 
Wbutrcr tl*» aathoritisa la Tokyo may 
pay, (and w« do not donbt their sinceri¬ 
ty) tb« conditions m Korea are utterly 
at variance with the generous plana 
made in the capital of Japan. It makes 
no dlflcrence how badly a Korean may 
be injured It ia next lo impossible to 
secure redress 

Cver a yaar ago we said that the Jap- 
aame would find U harder to handle 
Korea property than to bear the Russian* 
but we had no idea that the promise* of 
referra would play such an inferior part 
In ihs program. If any reader thinks 
this I* an axaggermtou lei him come here 
and wc will promise to ihow him a few 
of the particulars of tke situation. & 
widow woman came to me yesterday and 
asked me to do something for her. as 
her whole living bad been swept away 
by the Japanese when tt»oy built the 
railway across bac laud. She had receiv¬ 
ed nothing by way of compensation and 
it nas plain the goverameat could not 
reimburse Her. Now I a»rmi that the 
failure of the Japanese to see that this 
wou«, ««• any oihe* peraon wboae land 
was taken, received fiom the govern- 
meit Ifce payment for her land was a 
greas injosttce. It was norally no belter 
ih*o conniving at theft. A power the 
will with one hand sells the finances oi 
m neighbor and with lha other ware on 
the people to collect tbe» payment noni 
that government, knowing thBt it con 
never be dons, leave, much to bn do- 
aired. 

The people of Fyeng-yong deserve oar 
profound sympathy, hat no mote so than 
th« pwapta in the onhurhsof Seoul. Not 
only have the Japauea. not emulated 
the example of the Britiah lo Egypt hut 
they hav* reversed maty ol the funda- 
roeiUJ rule* laid do^yti by Lord Cromer 
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for the handling of that people Nu one 
is more ready to give (him applause for 
whit they do that is mntna'.ly beneficial 
both to Korea and Japan We have 
cnndatantly maintain! H an Bltitode of 
the almost optimism as regards tbs Jap¬ 
anese, and we are enthusiasts iu our ad¬ 
miration of her achievement* ; bat surely 
the time mint soou come when Japan 
will carry oat a helpful policy here or 
else she will lay herself open to the 
Charge of aelflBO aggrei.iou. 

Japannie Finance In Korea. 

Em since the aiaauiptioB of control 
ia Korea by Japanese at the beginning 
of the preaent conflict the matter of a 
national currency for Korea ha. bean 
rightly aaanmwt to be of great impor¬ 
tance. 

The situation aa than faced was some¬ 
thing ee follows. lo mort of the country 
districta nothing would pass except the 
old-time copper cash. in the opcu pm u» 
and the large trade centers there was 
a debased nickel coin In circulation. 
It bad been unloaded upon the people 
bye government that ea«v in the mim¬ 
ing of money a source of revenue and 
cooiw«|uentlT a coin was produced whose 
kntnooic value was perhaps two filths of 
its face value. It was a denomination 
just bigb enough to make counterfeiting 
worth while but uot high enough to 
place the necessary initial expense of 
counterfeiting beyond the reach of any 
man who could scrape together m buu- 
drtd yen or **. The reault. in a coun¬ 
try where police aapervolon w*s practi¬ 
cally unknown, was that in ■ very short 
time the country WM flooded with spun- 
CM coin roach of which w«* intrinsical¬ 
ly an uwd a* the genuine. The Japanese 
did more thun their share of this coon • 
teifcillng, for thoy ware able to do in on 
a larger scale. Of count the nickels tin- 

mrdmialy went to a discount and hover- 

"rinmnl irorr 
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ed between aoc end ajo per ico yeo. 
This wm where tttey belonged Intrinsi¬ 
cally. Il »u rnply an indirect t*x>un 
tlie people. The government bail pit 
them ont at par and each oiao who loit 
by fall of exchange »m taxed Just tlut 
much. 

Perhaps the moat nnlortunata thing 
about the coautirfslllng business was 
that it became Impossible to guess ho* 
mnch nickel coinage there was inch- 
m th« (oonl-y. la 
Ian da where banka and clearing bon are 
have tbeir fingers npoo the financial 
palne ol the community il ii possible to 
make a fair estimate of the aimmnt cf 
money in circaUtlon, bnt there waa o> 
way to tell In Korea. Alt that could be 
known wa* that tke rapid ns* In price of 
all commoditiea indicated that the 
amount we# lerge. 

Now the enorfiiooe fluctuation In ex¬ 
change worked min to mercantile In¬ 
terests, especially ijapanrse; and lb* 

■Hsri-llunti mmrm insistml in IhiJr il«- 

■Bands- that the currency be pot on a 
firmer haaia. Ai the Korean# impart 
much more than they export, and the 
greater part of the import baiinran ii io 
the bands of the Japanese, it is plain 
that the difficulties and uncertainties c 1 
exchange worked tUe Japaneee more 
Injury than it d:d the Koreans. The 
latter were getting along very setisfact- 
only and the outcry did not come from 
them to any appreciable degree. It waa 
perfectly natural that the J a panne 
authorities shout! consider monetary 
reform ol the great eat importance, for 
it strnck their nationals the hardest. 

Let ns see, thee, what methods were 
deviled for overcoming the difficulty. 
It was determined to mint« new coia 
equivalent In vaJeelotbe Japanese five 
sen piece and one ibae rnaid be main¬ 
tained at par by staking it alwaya ex¬ 
changeable for Japan cm money at foes 
value. It must be borne in mind that 
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though the Korean coin hnd gone to a 
ruinous discount the reason waa not 
that the intrinsic *alue of a Korean 
nickel wma so lar below that of a Japan- 
CM nickel. In fact they were math alike 
In Intrinsic value. And right here we 
•trike the first important question In re¬ 
gard to tbc whole matter. In Japan gold 
In the monetary standard. The nickel 
COtdft are oolf icr convenience and no 
one would rJnim that tb«!y nrc lntriosic*l- 
I7 wrvftli what th« ; r prodfiltll*. In 

• atibeddlAry errim#* this It putaible and 
permissible fnvvtfod ts* gfiwrnment put 
ting out itteh flat mrtnty tan prtvtni eattt 
Ur/tllimg. We presume that Japan cm 
do this. But wbsn wa look at Korea we 
see a different stale of things. The ute- 
kel la Ihe aole medium of exchange, (at 
least in tho large centers). There is to 
gold standard nor silver standard and the 
nickel Is not a merely subsidiary coinage, 
of which comparatively little Is neces¬ 
sary, bnt the nniveraal medium, of ex- 
rlnsnga of whl<h Ihrrs nanaS Its an sniv- 
moos amount in order to carry oa buiK 
oraa. There never wm eaongh to do 
this, and so in very many transaction 
Involving upwards of ten thousand yen 
in value, Japanese money was nasd. Now 
tbc enormous out-put, tlis ignorance of 
the people m to wliat was a good com 
and what counterfeit, tbe Sad lack of 
police supervision and the wilKngneaa of 
Jupanroe tn supply Koreans with eons- 
ter felting machinery resulted as anyone 
might expect. Tbedeslrsand tbe resolve 
to remedy this slat# of things lea lad- 
able one. bat we would ask Ihinquestion. 
What is the practical value of putting out 
another nickel coin that Is aaeasily conx- 
terfelted aa the old one and whose iotris- 
rio value is hnt little greater then that of 
tbc old one, at a lime when there are no 
more safeguards against conniertfltfcg 
than there were before, but on the otb« 
band an added Incentive In the fad that 
tbeee new coins sis exchangeable f« 
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Japscese ramkej wi|hint discount ? That 
it a pretty long ten tenge but we have ao 
thne to shorten it, Ml that the coonter- 
J eitera will hava to do will be to &ee that 
Iht/ use nickel Uint it op to sample and 
that tlicU die* mi c get*]. They will Lave 
no ethically in putting cut a coin that 
will deceive tlie very elect. Will tbo 
Jajmicie government be able to redeem 
llictcat par for au ludefnite period aud 
to an indefinite amount ? It in mid they 
have already been counterfeited. That 
•hums what the coimlerfcltera think 
alroit it. Wo lay uo clalai to any special 
knowledge of Wc'unical finance, but we 
coniea* to a complete failure to Ma bow 
the aev. coinage ia to settle tha difficulty, 

What Korea needs ia ctirreucy which' 
InrUdcp different values at coins SO that 
large transaction, will be carried on in 
higher values of coins, leaving the nickel 
to be merely subsidiary ; but eveo so it 
would bo neces&ary to provide safeguards- 
agaiuol'counterfciting, When we come 
right down to the rock-bottom facta we 
have to admit ttmt ualil u people has d«; 
veloped a civilisation high enough to 
guard itself against counterfeiters it has 
no lusini-aa to dabble in any coiuage of 
high enough intrinsic value In repay the 
labor of counterfeiting. Such a currency 
WB3 the old cupper cash. It Was never 
counterfeited The only way for tricks, 
ter* ;o gel around the lav. was by temp¬ 
ering with the government mint and its 
authorities. No one could afford to conn- 
terfeit in secret. Too large a plaat was 
neceamrv and the return* were too slow 
and imoll to make it pay. In the present 
stage of KoieaU enlightenment and 
pnliec Supervision we coar.dci the whole 
nlikrl business to be b huiucud blunder. 

We iinist next look a: tlie metliud 
IMliipUd/fir tlie Stlltatillilian of Hie lien 
nickels tor the old. In order to 6u tbiF 
a ccttoin amount nf the new money wan 
prepsrei 1 . end politic iitinojncemeat was 
mads tlit.t fioin a certcia day the old 
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coinage won Id he exehaeged for the new. 

Che beat of It at two to ore and the raat 

at mme lower rate. We note in tlie first 

place that the monetary reformers had 

no idea or how much of the old coinage 

wm In circulation aud tliorcfoi* omM 

not tell how umcli of Iks u«w to provide; 

ana secondly that no adequate provision 

wai made for the rush that should bnvc 

betu seen to he inevitable. And what 

W»I the result ? Chinese and Japanese 

nap tali at* Immediately Began buying in 

the old Coinage, gleaning out tlie good 

pieces and uolcwdiug the remainder 

largely iu the outlying ports where the 

pscple were less ou their guard against 

couuteifeiU than in Seoel In th'-s way 

• 

■q cnonxioui xuiouut ww luvirdrd await- 
iuK the tflOllOU* d *7 tbCL fcCUgHc *t 

3.40 to l be yen won id hr redeemed it 
a.oy. Oue would have roppoaed that thia 
«u ycr buying woTiid drire ibo p/icc of 
olekel* ap, but it did naL Rumors were 
circulated that while Jopanest and Chin¬ 
ese would bo Wonted equitably by Ihe **- 
cbanj<c bnremu the K©ie*U* would have 
Dio a of their monev ihrcwt! cut oud tve.n 
fOUte at tl conbscated Tim frightened 
the Koxean merchant* aril Ibcy liA 6 t*ned 
to *et all tbe nickel* out ot their hand* 
by laying iu large slock* Of or by 

ftctt.nx nickels to the Chinese and Injxm* 
Cfit. In tbi* way tb- ga<*t bulk *.f the 
nickels went into biding In Ike coffin of 
(hecra/ly. If, now. tlie monetary re- 
for*iern Had \>exn able to carry onr their 
advertised program And kad shoved ir tr 

their coonlArc *nrugii nf lh« ti»*r0«dhAp.« 

lo crcliaagc for ail the old thai w«s pre- 
teulad, all might have gone well, but 
they found, to their apparent dismay, 
that the amount pre«enleil :at ledcmp-• 
lion waa f^r too great to ocbangt, and 
the iUtitf »fit»i \MtiH f>«*jt for a limitt u; 
tlteli it wu« postponed ngiiu and n^uln. 
Meuuwliile St-oul bt^nn Lo tuflcr fmlil 
the extreme scarcity ul money. Obl’.^A* 
tiom a^ ^re^atiox mi I liana of ddlAiS 
firininnl frorr 
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could ii.it l»c nwt. Irecauae of the tight, 
nea* af the money market: naturally, 
•ince a]] the money was hoarded awaiting 
redemption. Thee the inevitable happen¬ 
ed and the old nickels began to rise In 
value until they anptoacbed the mark at 
which Itie government had offered to ex¬ 
change. (beta. The hoarder* were quite 
safe in any event hut the public suffered. 
In a short time the old nickel* were paw¬ 
ing hand* at am to the yen and a few 
capitaliata were mulcting the public to 
the tune of twenty per cent in two 
months. 

But this desperate atate of thing* did 
not Cvtne about without attempts being 
nude to relieve the n taction. The Min¬ 
ister of Finance promised the merchants 
that the government would lend I Item on 
good security, through the Koccau ban*, 
enough money to tide over the crlai*. 
He seems to havi failed to consult the 
adviser Iwfore taking Ibis most laudable 
step, and eo the latter, wounded iu hta 
amour propn, refuted to allow tba plan 
tu be tallied out. Tlie Koteau luaiket 
aright go to tciaab locoer than a poist- 
ot etiquette should be overlooked. Then 
the Hnipeior learning of the dhesttall* 
of the merchants proposed to leud them 
souie 30C.000 doiltts of money beloogitg 
to the Houneboli Department and nat 
couiiug tccbuically nuder the super vision 
of the Finance Adviser, When the 
Rirperor Kent for the money, which'waa 
partly in the Japanese bsuk and partly iu 
the bunds of another Japanese firm, Mr. 
Megato was iofarmed of it and Hi* 
Majc-ty learned to bit auipilsc lint bo 
could uot get at tbit money without the 
consent of Mr. Mrgat*. Th* latter ia 
adviser to the Firatiee Uepartment only, 
hut lie atiomed arhitrary control of the 
tfiupcror's private ftutda and presented 
their use even wlwn the purpose was to 
relieve the desperate strait* of the mer¬ 
chants. It waa quite natural that interest 
on money rose to a fabulous percentage 


and the Japanese money lender* took *d- 
vantage of the occasion to loan money at 
five and six pcf cent a month. It ia raid 
they got the capital from tha vary bank 
which was holding back (he money tkat 
Ilia E tu par or was to have helped Ihe 
people wlUi. Such is the report that we 
heard in Seoul bat we cannot vouch for 
Its accuracy. 

When nt last the prwsnre lie came too 
great and tbe J:»t claim* of the mer- 
chants became tco insistent, the bank 
agreed to advance a certain amount of 
money, but by tbis time tbe Korean mer¬ 
chant* were eo angry at tbe financial 
trick* that bud been ployed upon thaui 
that they ssked pointedly how much scdid 
gold there waa behind the note* of the 
hank, and eepresaed distrust of ’.be 
ability of the bask to make good when 
these notes were thrown back for 
redemption. Thin again caused cache* 
meet oad it looked for a time aa If there 
would be a run on tbe bunk. 

Finance is something like war, In that 

BUbuvoo is (lie Lilly lewuiumcuiWlvu of 

any plan. It is the seme iu finance a» in 
war that, given a complete knowledge of 
the demand* of the situation and a force 
adequate to the carrying out of • pise, 
the- cud is practically certain. Fsiltre 
merely demonstrates that the situation 
wan not understood or the plan not carri¬ 
ed out properly. Today Korean mone¬ 
tary matter* are more mixed and unsatis¬ 
factory than they have ever been. Tbe 
Koreans say that the man appointed by 
Japan to cany cut monetary reform in 

Buies la ■ (|lvI hlvuoIiuI but that be 

is unable to grasp Ihe large facts snd 
unrave! a romnlir.nted problem." We 
know nothing about thin pernonally but 
we do know that the present atate of 
things never shosld have beeo permitted. 
It cannot properly he called a transition 
stage from one currency to another. It 
la a panic cause) hy bad management, 
ignorance of actual conditions and arbi- 
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liar* tRmperiuR with Ibe mexornhle law 
of supply uud demand. It there woe 
doabtanto the amount ol uickelt that 
VluIA 1>C offend for redemption why did 
th< authorities rot limit the amount that 
•i«ild be received Irom «ny "ingle indi- 
rkoal? Tbil would ham helped to pie- 
vest the withdrawal of money from cir¬ 
culation. When it wm found that money 
■wif getting light. nwanssliooM hove be«n 
adopted at once to relieve the pleasure. 
Imiead of which the attempts made by 
tb» Korean® theuikelvH to solve tha 
question independently of the Japanese 
\*<re blocked. 

the uioaevary dlBkuV.y In Korea can 
nrt be solved off-hand. The axil i» too 
deep staled and pervaalre to be treated 
except by a long end patient proccoo. 
When the people get need to « certain 
medium of exchange it i» very difficult 
H letoucilt ib«m »>' -»y other. What 
pl.n would be the most effective U le not 
our province to •oggeit. hut It Is very 
much to be hoped that the Japanese 
authorities will find some way out of ihe 
difficulty without disturbing commercial 
conditions more than i» absolutely 
necessary. 

Editorial Commont. 

We may as well gi>e np the notion 
tkat the whole trouble in Korea licensed 
by a few rowdy Japaucae coolies. Tliia 
waafor a long lime tb* general upiniou 
a«d was ao admitted by tba Japanese ; 
bat recent eventa ilow conclusively 
tiat the Japaneea military autlinntiea 
are carrying out a Tist scheme of re- 
p-iaola which have ler their object the 
seizure of Korean privgu properly 
rUo'.Bale and witli the mereat pretense at 
compensation. One cl our Seoul con¬ 
temporaries has affirmed tlmt Ihe people 
are to be left In potavroiun of their Helds 
« least fur the time being. The writer 
with bia own eyea uw field after field 

Digitized by GOOgle 


being torn up and the crops destroyed 
while the owners stood by und watched 
the deetractiou of their property. The 
Japanese In charge of the work uid that 
b< had been ordered to do It and must 
obey. To hie Credit he it niiid that he 
seemed rather ashamed of the job. 

It has beta Intimated that ibis land 
lliiy be intended a> a settlement ol 
Japanese soldieia aJtei their discharge. 
Everyone knows ln» Important it ia 
that arrangements lie made in oalvauce 
fur the (Lispusul of the disintegrated 
element* of a large army aud ii<« one can 
6«d iuall will. tl.« fv««dgllt of »h. Jap- 
aicve. hut In choosing this particular 
spot the greatest harm is' being done 
the Koreans, while it will be no better 
fer tile Japanese than hundreds of other 
places would have be:n. No one can 
suppose these ex sal J.era can step into 
tie work which the Kireaua af the liver 
towns axe doing. Tte latter arc the 
great purveyor* to U»e capital. They 
handle the fuel and lumber from the in¬ 
terim and were it no* for them Seoul 
• would be in a sorry {Might. Now to ouat 
tkesr people and sufatltute soldiers in 
their places will he doing a great injury 
loth to those Kotesos themselves and 
to all the natives of Seoul. But of 
course this never uccu;i«d to the Japan¬ 
ese authorities), or. if >1 did. so much the 
wore*; it was ignored. Why *-i-e tuod 
•litre Uicie Are thousauds of Korean 
Louses when these will never he utilized 
tiy lire Japanese? Tbsy will bo Jciui/1- 
Uhed and Japanese stractures will be pot 
up. Or Again, why not let the Korean 
villages alone andutllltc the brood tract* 
d loud about «nd between them for the 
Japanese I By paying m fair price the 
land could be purchased aud «U would 

love Roue Oil psaoafolly. Bu» no, the 

Kii.taua iBUBt bu treated to u vnrt run- 
tscatiou which tramples their rights in- 
to the giouud and makes them from 
how on inveterate Halers of the Japan- 
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w. Ttoli titter ititt mobility lo the 
hatred of the Korean protea n» nothing 
else malt! liow nnch Japan baa still m 
learn of the science of handling an alien 
people Tbe diflcuties that Russia has 
hml with Poland. that American* hare 
had with the North American Indian, 
that England. even, hue ho«l with Ice¬ 
land. teacb the Japanese tn» lvsaou. 
How about the decade* to come when 
the hatred eageidered today will break 
ont periodically. Rod cause endln* 
tronlilp nntl expecsef How about when 
the Koreans, in thin rough schoel, shall 
have learned to blt< l«aekf Japan Is 
laying up for henclf a bitter reckonhg 
iu the furure. hook far instance nt tlie 
Korean* employed by the American 
Korea* Electric Company os motors! en 
and conductor*. They have broken 
a-any from tbe oM time Indolenee of the 
Korean and bate, by honest and hard 
labor, gained a good degree of sell-w 
opecl. Even there few years have trano- 
tunned theai In bearing and in manner 
and it a Japaueoe atilke* tbey strike track. 
A short time ago we witnessed an interest’ 
log little scene. Two angry Japanese who 
bed been put off tbe car because of re¬ 
fusal to pay were running along the aide 
of tbe moving car Uylng to get oil. lo 
attack tlie conductor or niotorman. 
Tlie condoctur with n heavy walking 
stick belabored iliem over Ihe bead and 
aliouldesa with all hie uiigbt nuul fiually 
they bad lo drop off. We could not brt 
adtu:re tbe pluck shown by the Korean. 
He stood ap for hi* rights and those of 

Ul» employers. Wow la llute there will 

be Uiouttnde of Koreans who will be 
ready to eland jp and make trouble If 
they are colled and kicked about.I Is 
Japan ready to pay the bill for all the 
trouble and turmoil that this feud wjll 
cause? Would It not be InGuilely bet¬ 
ter lo treat the Korean* with some *etn- 
bla-iee of humanity and avoid tbe other¬ 
wise inevitable t 



Kftnnao and Korea. 

•The first article by Mr. Kennan In the 
OttUtak appeared In tbe issue of Octaber 
7 tb. 19C5 The editor*announced ttat 
“Tbie la the first of a series of article* 
founded upon Mr. Kerman'* otoervatiou 
and aludy of erudition* In Korea the 
lout Summer, they will deal with tbe 
personality of the Korean Bmpcror, tlie 
venality of Korean official*, the drgntru- 
Uoo of the people, the Japanese adtn:n- 
letcatlou ol ufluii* to that country and 
the futm p of Korea." 

II ll quite Inir for Us to 03k what 
qualificntions anfl opportunities tbis d*- 
tiaguisbed writer had to speak authori¬ 
tatively on this cneat inn. A* the editor# 
atnte. It wnsiu the summer of 1905 that 
Mr, Kennan *Btin Korea. To tbe pie- 
sent writer’s petaoual knowledge Mr. 
Keunfcn wan not in Korea more than a 
month. He lodged at a hotel la the 
foreign qusiler qultu removed from the 
nrdinaiy life Ot the Korean people and 
wrrqjimciu Korea kiona, the inluy 
season of 1905 was one ol the bearie*tof 
the past decade. There was no npp;if 
fruity to go aV'st among the people and 
study their condition as coaid have been 
done In Spring ut Autumn No timeof 
tlie year coalil have lieen lcs* ausplclcus 
for *ucb a work 

The iiRtnral reeult was that he made 
but little study ol the Korean at fir*t 
band. Thi* 1* worth while illustrating, 
because of the wide circulation given to 
bis statements. A yeat or more brfere 
tills ha bad mad* a (lying trip to Cceal 
where he had Hayed a few days. He 
wrote a letter at that time which «».* 
criticised In thl* magazine, nnd narterrus 
blander* were exposed. Among them was 
his statement tlist there are no acaveiiR- 
er birds In Seoul. The KoabA RHVlkw 
traversed this atatemenl as being quite 
contrary to fact, for everyone living In 
this city koowa that an enortnoua mm- 

rrom 

HARVARD UMIVERSPY 









1G 


THE JAPANESE IN KOREA. 


bfrot luwka hover over liie city aod 
■••cop down on every mornel cif f«rlu(;r 
th«r can find. Now on ihie second'visit 
Mr. Kcnnaa took the writer to task, say- 
log that hi* statement »u true. He said 
tlw,! he bad looked for hawks and had 
fl*n none, Now the trader mnit not* 
thal In the mldit of the rainy scaanu 
there <■ an interval n| » few week* when 
the hawk* are. not a* commonly seen, 
though tot by any mema irirre. On 
the strength of this Mr. Kennan held 
to bia point against the evidence of a 
inn* who has lived It tbla city for 
twenty year*. Tbia it a significant feet 
aud lb thoroughly cliaracleriatic of Mr. 
Keanu’s method. Hit observation 
covering a few weeks ms conclusive of 
the whole matter and vn only 1 cm 
amsung than that of the traveller who 
upoj laDdlng In a certain country aaw a 
yellow dog on the street and wrote 
back to bln friends that all the iluga In 
tba’. country were yellow. 

la Ilia oecoud place Mr. Keonao's 
Obvrivallooa were alrnint wholly coo* 
fined to the capital and one or two porta 
where the population l> not typical of 
the whole country. In the capital are 
gathered together the officials and their 
retiaaes and there is a large number of 
men who are either lungers on of these 
official* or are waiting a chance U> get 
oftitc. We do Uol defend these men 
Irou the chaise of Iruir.eu, though they 
uce not bb a rule degenerttes. But they 
orn by on lueauo typical of tbe country 
at Urge. . 

Then in *he hot summer niooth* 
it iscustounry for o l the working class¬ 
es ta take a long noon rest, a siesta, and 
It U plain that Mr. Ketnan's observa¬ 
tion* were made largely between ten 
and two. It is evident that be did not 
get up ut daylight and go to the market 
place* and watch tlie pc-tple, alert, wide¬ 
awake and virile. The Korean gets to 
wort iu the morning at lean two hour* 
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before the workman of America. He 
mace* it np by resting st »oou. tlveieby 
Calling down a poo himself the ol'jargs- 
tion# of ench super riciil ol<eerver* as 
Mr Kennan. 

But there li a atilt more important de¬ 
duction to ha drawn from the Introduc¬ 
tory 111*- of III* Rdituia of tiro OuHorJl. 

Five specific pbH*e« of Korean life are 
uieotioued aa being derlt with by Mr. 
Kennan (i) Ibe per*nnality of the Rni- 
pemr, (S) the venality of the officials, (3! 
the degradation of tire people, (j) Jr.pan- 
esc administration, (5) Korea’s future. 
Only tbe first three have to do with the. 
Koran people diotiuclirely. Wo wuuld 
aik the candid reader whether this pro¬ 
gram is a fair one to tbe Korean people. 
Nothing can prove mare conclusively 
than this table ol contents that Mr. Ken- 
nar was a special pleader. He came to 
Kocaa to prove that the Koreans were all 
that I* bed and be made uuni tempi what¬ 
ever to balance the amount by saying 
smithing about their good qualities.- He 
leaves the Inference thit there are no 
goed qualities to describe. We do not 
bdieve that Mr. Kenuso wal qualified 
either Hy the length of hi* *tay, the 
kecaneaa of hi* observation or the fair¬ 
ness of his mind to give other than a prej¬ 
udiced and distorted view of the situa¬ 
tion. 

li tbie is pot evident from what we 
bars already said, the following facts arc 
available fur tbe puipcae. When Mr. 
Kcanan took np bia qiaj-ters in Seou^ 
and >•** enable on acrawnt of tbe rainy 
Bcaion to do ati y conquerable fir it hand 
work on the Babjcct be called in certain 
rwdfcutiof S«oq 1 who knew Forocibin* 
uf lb* fuels. Auiuug lie** wa* the pie- 
lent writer mho, »uppo**iig Ibal tUc d*"* 
tiuRujibed traveller desired to make A 
fair ubvwing Ol tlK caie, apent many 
hour* willi him anrweriux a long l.wl of 
C|Ur6liova pbout ike alale of atfuiitfe We 
rclutad to hjja uur own observations of 
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beiiilei this gave him ■ careful Statement 
ol the revolts of oar utady of the Korean 
character and temperament, a ■ ntniiy 
which extended over I wo decide* had 
which was a* caref at and accurate esaW 
lutlmate acquaintance with various cUu» 
ea of Korean society could make iL New 
out of all (hie matter which the traveller 
borrowed wb«t d;d he u»«' Nothing hot 
the account of Japau'ae atrotlties in lb* 

peninenln. (I t. ttpci} llm( givlag 

it alradst in the words ol th« writeri but 
he omitted evrrr atn'xmentwe made as 
to the rerieeuliEg features of Korean 
civilisation ami h place of lliem gathered 
together all the irresponsible gomip of 
tbe itieeti aad 'Ue statement* of thin* 
who make a b«*io«M of caricaturing 
the Koieoua. added Ibis to hia own in- 
adeqnste observation and out ol it all 
made a generalisation as to the Korean 
people which for gross prejudice end lor 
culpable iumCcaraCy cut eflarcely "00 
rtioUi>(»-| in literature. Tt>» ■» propcov 
to show. Ha Used na and accepted oar 
nlatementn implicitly and almost vsrha- 
tiw along one line, thereby acknowledg¬ 
ing thcii accuracy and Mir denim for a 
truthful presentation of the subject, hat 
along all other Uses he ignored oor statw 
meat* ; and not ante go but bfl no where 
•tales that out attitude which he eo freely 
imlMRcd along certain important Dues 
w«S diametrically opposite u> bis utmu- 
uiant* along other linns. Tliis Isa species 
of trencliery whereby he prftoUceHy 
make* “* iud<><fl» hl» hldvouS cmlcaliirc 
ol the Korean Kmpefdr and people. We 
naturally object. And we fad a personal 
ropouHiblilty In repudiating hi* implica¬ 
tions and shown# : wherein lie* thsir 
damaging falsity. Whether we can 
eliminate the felrnindt of personal prtj- 
ndict* fruid the iciilblmcnt can Ire judged 
ouly frorn the Wallis of the ’indictmint 
Itself. • • * ‘ - 

Mr. Kbnnnn itaHj ont by affirming 
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that X*pan “Is making a serious «ud 
determined eflort to trunninrtn snd 
civiH**" Korea—that she la’ making "A 
CntivHoD* and Intelligent attempt to 
regenerate" Korea. This was said can 1 
certiing! the few months Immedlauly 
Jirccidiug the writing of the article, or 
foUgbly speaking the la»t half of i*>4 
hud thn first hall of loO'. ' 

" tf the reader will lurb' to 'th# thitrt 
article ol Mr ( Kcnnut’a aeriet he will be 
able to judge boot that writer’* own 
atatemebts Whether the word* above 
quoted are St *11 applicable. ’ The mn- 
tenls of that third article of Mr. Kenn«o’» 
can he fonnH alncvst entire In the pages 
of the kAhra Xevihw. It slates our 
point of view with great saaotltads shd 
there Is no Important point thin a laid 
down, and hardly aa 11 lustration, that we 
have not publicly given iti the Rrvibw. 
Wamuet therefore Inquire to what degree 
if any those different articles hong to¬ 
gether. 

lu Lira fiiot article we ttad tliat* Japan 
In making a "»erlottS." "determined." 
4, cotiedoas" aod "Intellifceht” attempt 
to regenerate Korea. In the third we find 
a very dilfereul Kate of things. Judging 
from theae adjectives one woold exp-ci 
to hrar that., a really intelligent and 
statesmanlike policy had beaO icaugnrat¬ 
ed hy the Japanese lu Korea, but listen 
to Mr. Khnann't words in ltle third 
article, hot tliat he knew personally aiy- 
thlng about tha mattar but in thl* one 
'philse of the subject Its draw from ;bo 

o\j**rvMiu»i «kf brtd U\«'U 4 

careful study of it. 

In the first place he tells os that die 
Japanese In Korea are ’'disappointing," 
both a» to their "oirtboda and achleva- 
tueiitB." that "they have, not rtiapUyed in 
that field anything like tint intelhgsnt 
pterislon, the conspicuous ability and ’die 
•remarkable oeptotty lor prs-ar rsmgsrasut 
that they have shown in the arena of 
war.’’ •' 
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■ 7 hc fir«t mistake of Japan's,, that t) r 
sees is tha idea that thty could handle 
the situation witfaont forming a protect: 
ora.* id the first instancs. Well, this la 
part of tie truth, They failed to handle 
Korea welt without mwh a bold and, 
awarding tu Mr. Keonsn’a showing U 
cbd be done well only by a constant show 
of force even oa Russia today holds 
Poland or the Cnucasaue. Bet the fact of 
the caie.ia Japan did guarantee the 
lodtpandanra of Korea and Mr. <»nmn 
Una yet to show that if Jcpsnese methods 
hac been of an enlightened character she 
could not have held the position secure 
and accomplished a greater triumph in 
the peninsula than *Ue did in Manchuria. 
But that "if is a very big oue. It was 
not in the power of tbe Japanese to exer¬ 
cise the requisite amount of eelf-uontryl 
and the breaking of her treaty ol 1904 
wee the only clurnce of carrying out her 
policy in Korea, Mr. Keenan talks about 
pt>»:ruction an the part of Korean officials. 
They would have been foils and rowntda 
If they had not opposed the Nagamorl 
schtme nud the financial policy of Mr. 
Mejata, and many another purely aelfish 
plot against Korean wealth and resources. 
Wc take exception to the morals of Mr. 
Ketcan’s argument. He says that Ip 
taking over tUa postal department Japan 
Tirtaally broke down Korean sovereignty 
and/or tbla reason they might oa well go 
the whole length of destroying, it 
entirely. Bat it was wildly volantary on 
Japan’a part when she guaranteed 
Korea’a independence In 1904. Does Mr. 
genial) mean to tell us that having 
guaranteed Korea's independence and 
ther. finding that she could not exercise 
the neemsary seli-COUlrU to guide Uie 
Korean ship of hate properly, Japan hod 
a right to abrogate her treaty and do as 
■he pleased t We bad thought tbla was a 
dratincllrely Rouian method of handling 
treaties. Mr. Kennan’s whole argument 
Is vicious and Its logical conclusion la 
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tfcat treaties eie of value only so long as 
they are convenient . 

.The second mistake, according to Mr. 
Ksnnan, was "bad judgment me to the 
necessary. refuraui »i»l measures that 
were most,urgently needed." lie treat* 
the Nagaptorl eoUeniet»contempt which 
wia ita due. He ihowibo* this scheme 
alienated the good will of tire Korean 
people from Japan and he adds nignifi- 
cantly, “Having the people on their side 
• hay might hove done utmost anything 
with tlio bureaucracy.” How dues this 
coedde with his prsvions statement 
that nothing cvuhl be dune w|l)luut seif 
ing the entire power of the country ? 

The fact seems to be that there »w 
nd much hope of reform from Japan in 
any case, lor they bod not the breadth of 
mind.and the sympathy and self-control 
nocewary for the gaicing of the confi- 
donee of the people, and the aeixnre of 
tbs couutry only aggravated ten fold the 
hatred that already existed. 

Tha third mistake according to Mr. 
Ksnnan was to allow Japanese to swarm 
into Korea before preparations had been 
mada for their proper jurisdiction. He 
tbsn cites numerous cases of revolting 
oppression and brutality. How doe* all 
this look alongside thorn fonr adjective* 
—"actions," “determined," “conscloaa'' 
and “Intelligent”? 

As lor the matter of organising on 
honest and efficient ministry in Seoul 
Mi. Keqnan score* the Japanese policy 
B»"irre«olute and weak.” Hecitie*the 
cam of Vi Yoou-ik who went away to 
Jopon fox hit country's good and then 
cane riding back into the Ministry of 
W u. We know something about how 
that was accomplished but aa we were 
told in confidence we mnat pans It by. 
Mr. Keunan w*» right however in de- 
uoaocing it. When he did so, where 
had he left th t first paragraph of his 
first article, in which he sold Japan was 
tryng to “tranafom." "civilise.” "up- 
isfinmni fron 1 
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lift'' and *'re gen mate" Knin f Vi Yon|- 
ilc waa ao corrupt tbat the Koiratl people 
would have tors him limb from limb if 
they base pat ‘.heir hand* OB bid, but 
Japan put him ay.ain'in power. ' 

Haring cited o jraeron* cases In whirls 
Ibc Japunc United Koreans ao Ixlltr 
than a highwayman lieola a traveller 
Mr. Kenoan call) them ca*V»of"eo*- 
flictlng rights or ioterc&ta." They were 
not conflicting rl|hw,.for the right wbb 
all on tl»e tide of th« Korean in moat 
uaoeo and it taka* two right* to make* 
coullict. Things should he called by 
their light names 

Rut lie got a en to say that btbd In 
virw of all theae outrage* "the Japaneie 
did not a»en aircogtbcu the clerical force 
of its Koieau conaulatea with a view to 
•meeting" the Increasing need. He e*en 
citea Formosa wlich should have been 
an object lee son to Japan aod tbafsiluxts 
of which should cot hare been repeaWif 
in Korea. WiUicat distinctly saying u> 
Mr. Kennan clearly imphea that Japan 
orKhcr rctfirdicd the erili mentioned 
HOC to do fu>, Where be find* in 

all thla an ")ntc!'.(g«at effort" to regea- 
mat* Korea, we fail to u«. 

But leaving Mil* th* acts ol Japanese 
private citizen* Mr. Keunauelaoerrelgo* 
oBiclels and aay< some true and pertin¬ 
ent thing* about them. The matter of 
seizing land for railroads when the Ko¬ 
rean government could not find the 
money to pay for it. and tha saltur* of 
land outride the Sooth Gate of Seoul fer 
military barrack*, tbeae are thing* that 
afaow an entire lack of that equity and 
judgment which aboald be the first turn 
of a power placed *» Japan 1* visa-ra 
Koiea. 

We musl point to noolher cuxioo* com¬ 
parison. In oua place Mr. Kenuaa 
argues that the only thing waa to setae 
the Country and declare a protectorate, 
and in another place ho *ayi that tt is 
not neceaaat^ to form .a protectorate 
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"bat if the Japaecs* would give' the Ko¬ 
rean ’people juslfee, protect their rights 
end thua win their confidence" th«y 
could soon refotai the government mid 
render Rosoiau Intrigue innocuous. 
Hither o» neither of these things may be 
tine hat they cannot both be true. 

In hM fourth article Mr. Kenn*n- di*- 
cueae* what Japan baa don* in Koiea. 
He begin* with the complaint that He 
Korean official* would not listen to the 
advice of the Japanese bnt pat obaloclt* 
of *11 kind* in the way and thwarted 
• vary atlrupi »J Ulltr Couditloni In tlia 
peninsula. Mr, Kcoo»n • conld h*«« 
found an anawer to all this in bis own 
word* If he had tnroed to Ui* right page, 
for while tbeae adviser* were advising, 
the people of Korea were being robbed 
and ci ol treated a ad browbeaten on every 
aide and tbi* natarally bad a reflan Is- 
Quencc on the official*, fbey argued, 
whether rightly or wrongly, that men 
who wonld permit such thing* to be 
done by thdr own nationals were unit 
to try to "regenerate" Korea. It woaa 
C&ea of wanting to pick a mute out of 
Rosea‘s eye when there waa a beam in 
Japan** eye. V»hy anoold toe Japanese 
try to stop Kscean oppression and 
"squeezing" when the Korean* were 
suffering more fnm Japanese abuse than 
from lira native article? Why pi nub 
about bribery when Korean, tuagialratea 
were complaining that they had to pay 
two prlfsi for Iheii office*. on* to K.>- 
reana and the otlier to Japanese ? 1 Why 
llaten to talk of sanitation when the Jap¬ 
anese police advisers made Korean* 
cover their ililclras with rough sticks acd 
dirt which would only give dark c cm to 
breed inora disease and wlikk tha first 
heavy rain would wash away f Why 
talk about moostary reform when tfce 
Japanese adviser hy his wildcat finan¬ 
ciering waa driving Korean merchants la 
the wall and than preventing the Bm* 
paror from helplig them by forbidding 
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him to draw liia own private money fiOill 
111* bank lor the porpoto t Why try to 
reform education when a/ter promising 
tin teachers a certain -rai.e of wages 
throughout the service certain grade* 
woe arbitrarily lower id again f Why 
Wlk ahnnt improvement of mean. of 
communication when every mile of rail¬ 
road meant that • icorenf Korean farm¬ 
er* would have Iheir landi wrenched 
Item them at leu than half their worth 

atd ♦Iitti enforced w«k on the line *t 

•urt third af a day** wigs tr*a making 
attain Iowan pay Ibwnioila ul d»'Iluin 
blickmaJl ±o .the Jnpcoeie? H Mr. 
K*UD*J) bad terionMy Mkfd himadf 
th*s$ questions be would perhaps have 
•riived al the answer to his.. 

Another c«o« of oUtmctlou might 
have been f on tod is the fact *tbdt aotnaay 
af the proponed reforow were a]moat 
solely favorable to the Japanese. For 
-example, the monetary system, while 
ltd fur all. wis eapecally bed for the 
’jupaDcie merchants wbo OKI tliost of LUe 
re^eiU or of Imported Roods. * Every 
Korean knew that* the agitation for 
monetary reform vda Almost aolely in. 
the Interests of the Japiuepc. 

Surprising ns acme of Mr. Eeno&n'a 
sUtsuicpl* arc rcg**dtog -rtrr^tkrtltlcal 
tltnitlun it is iu hie essutupUoti of know¬ 
ledge ol the u: 73 erlylng cTfaY&cte? of the 
Korea*] tlial lie pruvea conclusive¬ 
ly hia prejudiced p.ant of view. After 
three or four Weeks of observation which 
VU fDrlher restricted by olio tat ic eon* 
dldooe he ucwh with perlcc* confldcuce 
where those who here itndied the ques¬ 
tmen for 1 year* luudly dire to make gen- 
eraHraticins. Not only has be gotten 
til* facta wrong in ntimSrrlewi inRtancea 
bat be coaches Ms ende ideas iu such 
dogmatic form that ha famishes an <s 
priori argu ment against their accuracy,*' 

. “In moral and i alelWctnal _c!iaiacter- 
iatca the r TTdr>jina “an^ Japanese arc as 
far apart as the VcDrauelsns sod the 
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Dutch." Hero ia one of hi* extreme as- 
Kitfon* which will not .land the teat 
of BOBlyii*. If he speak* hereof nor- 
,'nty in it* uarrow sente of casual rela- 
tiona. I hBuiu with out fear of serious 
ccntrsdlction that Xoreins are** moral iw 
the Japanese. The Japanese word graha 
,:d the Korean word re ideuticat 

in derivation, in meaning and in ciorsl 
qiallty, and Mr. K«»nen Bright have 
fcond oat without difimliy tbit the 
J*pan no g*t,h* •.« mv. in evtdcu&c iu 
Japan th*n the kharg are in Korea. 
R.-en a. I writ* tbeie word* the Japan, 
in pupera arrive telbog bow agent* of 
disorderly bouses .re buying joung girla 
fiuai tlitli parent* by hundred, in the 
famine di»trlct» of noitUeio Japan, finch 
athingwould be ■ impossible In Korea. 
For a parent to treat a child - to «hl« way 
W>uld bring down upon him instant 
.condemnation from the public and levere 
prniahraept from the authorities. There 
ia no quiatioa that (lie morals of Ko.ea 
aia ut . low ord.r hut »a«y «r« BAf o>«e 
whit lower than in Japan. • The trouble 
U that Mr. Hennan did an* know what 
he w»b talking about. He gave here uo 
particular* whatever, (poled no authorl- 
t»n bm made thi* sweeping atatcoicut 
cot ol the atorrhoone nf a vivid Imagine* 
tluu aqd to sll »ppt«raoc( o with the act 
porpo.e of nibkitig »ot the Knreana to 
be all that 1« bad without a single re¬ 
dlining feature. 

The vnr may be aa!d of the intellec¬ 
tual charneterladca of lie Korean people. 
It haa been my vocation fu. many ycaio 
to teach malbematica to Kureaui. and 
■ly aomewhal wide experience of K©- 
r«au boy* and their mental capacity haa 
lot me to the definite eoucluilon that 
they are naturally 11 bright as Japanese 
or Atoencap hoys of tha_sa.uB.ago- They 
grasp tba pvoblama o< aiilhmetio, ol- 
getna and geometry with a resdine*. 
a*d qaickDFM of cotuprehention that 
would surprise Mr. Ktnnau or anyone 
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•lee who has teen them limply on the 
■tieet. What doe* Mr. Kenoan know of 
the Intellectual capacity of the Korean, 
or whet does anyone know who dor* rot 
got eWe enough to then to gels their 
confidence end rater into their meat el 
proceSMB? Official corruption bee noth¬ 
ing to do with letellectool cell her except 
that io Kora* •• Id every country i» 
tehee a very sharp mu to becomr a 
greet reecal. Take the cate of the nan 
Yi Yong-lk whom Mr. Kennan rightly 
bold a op to prbllc acorn. Would Mr. 
Kennen deny to lhat man intellectual 
•Wlitj. of a - high order? X woold oat. 
especially since I am nwnrn that he otce 
outwitted and befooled one of the most 
diatloguiahed statesmen of the Far Ra*t. 
Rvre Dr. Gele M quoted by Mr. Keenan 
eays "It is a woider why eo many bright 
minds are content with no low a civllira- 
tion." If they are bright tnioda 
would hardly appear that they are ae far 
■part from the japancae m the Venerae* 
lane are from the Batch. 

We bit told that the dvllliatlon of 
Korea "haa not become stagnant, It haa 
rotted." It world appear from tlili Uat 
it i« dead, but we are told in the next 
sentence but UK that It can be restored 
only by a long coarse of remedial treat- 
oienL These two statements do not 
chow, that carefulneea of adjustment 
which we ahoold have expected from 
the peo of to distinguished a writer. 
What Mr. Millard In bis remarkably efc- 
rytirat* *nd C^iociDK b 0<Al 7 A* 

Far But.* aye shoot China ie true of 
Korea, Speaking of national decadence 
be aayl that the belt teat of virility ie 
durability. Tala la ahnoit axiomatic 
in lu almplldty rad loddlty. If Kona 
hmn been rotter for eentarfe* how dot* 
it happen that the people are physically 
virile, mentally bright and keenly awake 
to the Inaulte that have been heaped 
upon them f 

If Mr. Kenn*n wonld like to bear a 
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valid and almoal aelf-ddat reason .'or 
the preecnt leek of that untiring thrift 
which characterize! the Chinese be will 
have It In a rutsheil la the following 
atatamtnt. TTu r*Utio* of population to 
tho arm of extChath land. The amoent 
of good feme land per capita of the po¬ 
pulation te eoortnoneiy greeter In Korea 
than in Japan or in China. Until Korea 
was opened up loforeign intercourse the 
average of comfort In Korea wee vastly 
io advance of either of her naighbers. 
The average Korean dressed more com¬ 
fortable and ate better food than did the 
JapA-iM* or Cbii**»c. Tima and again 
the rice crop was so abundant that! 
travellers were net asked to pay for the , 
rice they ate. The ciaintry piodoced 
more than H coaid Couaome. Now it ie 
quite plain that ander these coodltloa 
the almost frantic struggle in which tba 
average .Chineae waa engaged la order 
to keep body and tool together was act 
aecouBiy In Kerrs. The common pro 
pie of Korea coaid easily produce alt fiat 
waa necessary te maintain a high degree 
of comfort, and meodiaancy waa aluxwt 
unknown. Not until after I had been 
In Korea five or si* years did l erer 
see an adult beggar. The competitor! 
consequent upon the opening of ibe 
country soon began to effect the people. 
The export of caraali and the •pwdy 
appreciation in cot of almost .all can- 
modi ties resulted io a lowering of the 
average degree of comfort in Korea, and 

tkx* Kt?K«n h*a mfffnng #vh mhc* 

from the fact that hard necessity bad 
DOt taught him the thrift that was now 
to b« the price of comfort. Iwoold fob- 
wit that bare lea natural explanation of 
lhe'~t>te*Mmen»D of Korean untbrift, 
which even Mr Kenoan meat acknow¬ 
ledge. It ia not.that Korea ia dead and 
rotten tnt became her former harsit 
life prevented the operation of the law 
of supply and demand e» between bar- 
self and her two neighbors. The harrier 
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being broken down, nmluial 1»« laud'd 
lo make an eqnilibrina. Since Kuien 
had eujoved a greater degree of jndiwid* 
nal comfort Ilian her .neighbors, the 
opeuilig of the country to foreign. inter¬ 
com** and competition vaa an economic 
benefit to Ceina and Japso but an injury 
to Korea hcrielf. Thao con bo no 
doubt at all that from-the purely econo¬ 
mic standpoint Korea would be vastly 
heller off today If the policy of the late 
Rcjcnt had prevailed cod ahe bad re¬ 
mained • hermit bingdovi. 

He. Keonau divides Lis caikalurauf 
the Korean people Into tares pane. (a) 
the Emperor, (b> the Government, (c) 
tbi People. He begini bis description 
of the Emperor by ■ loog quotation from 
"A*j American gentleman of impartiali¬ 
ty, etc., etc." If by American he means 
a etiren of thn United States wo mutt 
demur. That descriptior vnu not written 
"by a citizen of the Unitsd State* but of 
Great Britain. His wtole picture of 
"lbs Euperoc Is epUom.isd ku one sen- 
t«u« "Uo i> *■ uucuDifioni m • child, 
M i tub born as ■ Doer, as Ignorant aa a 
Chiaanutu and as vain as* Hottentot..’* 
I say this sentence epitomize* the "bole 
thirg, hecanae three on*. "of the four os- 
sertoiiB that he here moke* prove tlje 
very opposite of what ht in tended. It 
is eemewbat difficult to gaug* the. mean¬ 
ing of "anconscion* as a child.” We 
bad never supposed . that Childhood waa 
a ayoouytu of unconaciouioaas. On tba 
contrary a child is most intensely con- 
scion and observant. We are. willing 
In fnnl Uul Lbc Smpiror of ItarU la 
a* i neon scions as a child. As for the 
allegation that the Bmpcror l» oa amb- 
hori oa a Boer we see no reason why lie 
ahoild consider it other than a couipU- 
mut. W« grant that tba stubbornness 
of tba Boei is a *«iy wall proveu fact 
but remember that thal aUbborouaas 
was evhiliited in the fiercest fight that 
man ever, put np for wbat be deemed his 


native land. That .tht Kmpcror i»as 
ignorant as s Chinaman need cause him 
litilcolaim in these days wheu Uic whole 
wwld is. beginning to- realize that the 
Chinese era among the shrewdest aud 
meat level headed people to be found 
anywhere. Certainly, if thn writer o( 
tint travesty had wished to make a 
synonym of ignorance he might have 
clwoen ■ better aubjoci than the astute 
Chines*. We are told thui the K»'|>cr*>r 
is U vain an a Hottentot Much better 
bar* stuck to tba proverbial peooocU, for 
since the writer of that sentence never 
saw a Hottentot ar.d knows nothing 
about them except by heaisay there in 
some doubt leat hii knowledge of tbe 
Ed per or be of the same natnre and that 
be may be libelling the Einporoi. the 
Hottentot, or both. 

“ The atmosphere llial aurrwuods him 
isceeof dense ignoranceand consequent¬ 
ly be 11 os timid as a fallow deer." Haro 
is another unfortunate simile. Nalto-e 
has given the fallow deer two means of 
sell defense ; kaan mdui and S»isms 
of foot. To say that the ignorance of 
the Emperor includes a luck of percep¬ 
tion aa to what la going on about hloi is 
to any personal knowledge far from trut. 
As a rule the Kings of -iovem have been 
secluded and have been deprived of in¬ 
formation except such a> the immediate 
eoertiers have been willing to divu'.g*. 
bat to say that tbe present Emperor is 
tiinul hecanae of ignorance is tbe very 
opposite of tbe truth. It is, my gentle 
caricaturist, because he knorei ton much. 

l'oi She past twenty-firs years he ha* 

had the Chinese, the BuRalsns and the 
Japanese on bis track and has hod no 
means but cunning with which to throw 
them oft the scent. 1 venture to say 
that while there are dcuhtlets Individ¬ 
ual! who know inure about Chinese 
trickery. Russian trickery or Japanese- 
trickery than the Emperor of Korea 
there 1* no otber man is tbe world who 
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know* *? much of all thne a* he doe*, 
It in mi -uortcubted truth that tke 
Buipnoi is tiniil. . It ie oot a natural 
trail with him. out ioberlled ; lor .hi* 
.father «u one of .the moil recklessly 
(->«*• men that t»e Orirnl h«a prrvlneed 
during the. p«*t CWtilnry Jtiawn^e- 
qoired trail or rather altllode of mind 
which ha« heed induced hr bis edrlroa- 
meet. Th« very Mine may be Mid of 
the Emperor of Rnaala and the Sultan 
of Turkey, And probably to the sscte 
decree. The present Btopcror's youth 
woe spent nmid-t the horrors of a SAfl- 
guinary Rnrant) Catholic persecution 
and the uUinta of ‘threatened Invasion 
by Fiance and the United. State*. As 
•occ a« this war over there begun the 
blood lend between hi* lather and bis 
wife which opened with-the destructic® 
of tbe father, tb* mother aud the broth¬ 
er or the Queet by no Infernal ma¬ 
chine- It continaed in i88f in the o-hu- 
ing from the paltce of the Queeu and 
the murder aud mutilation of aotnc of tke 
hlgbert officials bsfora thsKlog'k rwy 
eyes. In i 89 « eic of bie most trusted 
miilielere and h» faithful body orTvaet 
were hacked to piece* in hia pteaente 
while on hi* knee* be begged the butcS- 
er* to forego the knife. In 1895 a hand 
ol cot throat* livadcd hia palace, rour- 
dered and crsoiatod the Queen and 
threatened biu •itb death. Ouefaiti- 
fnl otlicial UK>rtally wounded dragged 
himself Into the royal presence and wsa 
there despatched. For month* after 
this the King wai kept a virtual prism- 
tr beneath tbe hind* of Men la league 
with tbe murderers of the Queen. He 
naa forced to sea the Dame of hla deed 
coo sort drugged to the mud and dis¬ 
honored before the nation. All theie 
thing* he *offerrai and a hundred lesser 
one* without being able to nmnai 
■ other help than that which hla • own 
ingenuity could davlae. And yet thiy 
sneer at him because ha Is timid. It 


was hla misfortune, not hU fault. 
. The only mai who haa a moral right 
to draw a word-picture ol a fellow being 
is he-who can. ii imagination, pot him¬ 
self in that fellow-being's place and see 
lliinpa from hleilanri point. Canid any 
exaggeration be.mere brutal than this- 
"ilerrRards .. ell his people as flock* 
and herd*, intended for hi* slaughterf." 
How doe* this tolly with a previous 
statement that ‘Ur is kiudly disposed 
aod only tbe oilier day sell! h sped*! 

gift t** help m pool old cool e -be** 

tomhle down hit aud poverty he llld 
happened to Me when he was on 
bis way from kis burned Cbongdoig 
palace f" Mark that this »•*» u:t dur¬ 
ing some gals day procession but when 
he was making hi* way from the Irene 
of a terrible conflagration which h<d 
laid In ■ sties the only palace in which 
he considered blmsell physically wde. 
With, what nlmbleneaa of wit the cari¬ 
caturist lespa from on* point to toe 
other, seemingly oblivion* of tbe fact 

tk* t tliP inslnnra of wlf*f<VTglt- 

fu) )av« which he citel refdltft whclt 
. paxes of dsxuoinK ionoeodo. 

Koraan and Ainu. 

The qacBtion Baked recently la Seoul 
by a corrsepondtnl of the Oeaka Mobil- 
eki, "Are not_ the Zoigahe a good deal 
like tbe Altiua t" Is an illumlnallDg com¬ 
mentary upon tbe attitade of a certain 
large and influential .class of Japanese. 
It has become incteaaiogly evident, In 

spite of the prcteita of a certain few of 

the better element In Japan, that the 
above qoeotiuu receive* on ..affirmative 
: answer from tbe great cisjb of the Jap¬ 
anese who think about the metier at all. 
The -AitiuB ouce inhabited tbe greater 
part of Japan, etd w«e_V serai-savage 
race little If any superior to the Vt~ 
qalmau*. Their euclal and . potitical 
. system were of tbecrudeel deacriptlvn 
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These people were gradually driven 
north by successive wivei of Immlgra- 
tloa from tbe v>ntb. The net* which 
dirplscod the Aina were little If any 
superior In culture bat were fighter* by 
nature end training ami the reaolt wea 
never In the balance. The relative dvll- 
luLlon of Um Korun aod Japanua to- 
daj la much lire sdu* a* that which 
existed between the Aina and Japaueae 
•l ;b< time the Ainu was. beibg driven 
north. That la, tbe general grade of 
civilisation of tbe matter of Korea and 
J»j»n Is very mneb tie same. Tbe 
main dillerrnce ia that one is warlike 
ani the other is not. 

The evident implication of the com¬ 
parison waa (hat a> the Japanese were 
jutliGed ia driving back the Alnoa and 
appropriating their territory, to tbe Jap- 
ansae are |natfied In driving bach the 
Kirran and taking the soil for their own 
oat*, home people wot Id aay that *ucb 
an argument ia absurd oa the face of It; 
but then are others, and not a few, who 
hold that Korera hat net developed the 
resource* of the psnlnsila in a way that 
glree her tlia moral right to continue to 
bridit. Thiaiaan arraignment not of the 
Kcaran government Oat of Iba oatiun 
itself. They think that the Japanese 
have tbe right to seize the territory and 
dispossess tba Koreaie becaiae by so 
do ug tbe resources of the country will 
be properly developed. 

There are two poftts that require 
■p>elal attention.- Tba <■ (ht tiath 
of falsity of tbe statement that Koreans 
are not ubbzing the resources of tbe 
coantry. The second ii the question of 
the degree of moral right which one 
coantry possesses to seise territory of 
another on the ground that tba re¬ 
sources are not being developed. Ia 
Korea making a rational nae of her 
Twourcea? If one travel# in the Interior 
of.Korea ha will find a large proportion 
of arable land noder cultivation. and a 
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cultivation of no mean order. A highly 
Intelligent and obseirant American 
gentleman who bu recently been travel¬ 
ling extensively in northern Korea 
states that the Country la highly cnl- 
tltated, that neither Japanese nor any¬ 
one else coaid make -any marked im- 

ptuvcmcul ujiud it. Ttl> with 

oar own observation and that of every 
foreigner we have qneitloued. It eaa- 
n« truthfally he claimed that the Ko¬ 
reans are withholding from tba world's 
consumption any considerable fraction 
of bar posaibla lood productiou. It 
oust be borne In tuind tbet production 
followa demand aud Korea lias not been 
long enough opened to the world to leel 
tbe fnll force of tbe world's demand for 
food materials! Buormous quantities 
have been exported bet tbe market ba* 
net demanded the exqaleita cure which 
tbe Chlnsse, lor Inatsuc*, lavish npon 
their Gelds. Aud yet Korea cannot be 
charged with having witheld her pro¬ 
duce or with having refused to do her 
part toward feeding the world. Now no 
om knows this better than tbe Japanese 
themselves. They have travelled ex¬ 
haustively throughout Korea and they 
kiiow b*j&nd per*dv«*iur« that tb* ?*• 
cum of Karens uiiwlllbgucM co get the 
mod possible out of the sail le unten¬ 
able. 

Hot Korea has otber asset" besides her 
agrlcultaialcapocity. The country i* rich 
in minerals which ought to be exploited. 
Sot this uiucl> uiual be granted Ibat loud 
product" differ widely from mineral pre¬ 
dict* In their tmuiedata importance. 
If a man has a field and psislatanlly 
aid obstinately refuaea to cultivate it, 
thereby inflicting auflmlug upon those 
who axe willing to buy hum him aud who 
nrsd tbe produce, there would be an ex¬ 
cuse for compelling him to utilise the 
field or elae Lose It; tot In the case of 
minerals it la somewhat different. Agri¬ 
cultural wealth is perennial and prartl. 
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cally inexhaustible. Isanti ii not lujured 
by wine ogricullure The products of 
land me largel y m gift o! nature. and re- 
fussl to cultivate ii to deny to the world 
a gift ol nature ; bnt miner*! wealth Is 
Intrinsically diSerent in that, while it Is 
a gift of nature, h ia set pereor.ialhul 

Bt'ietlj IlmiteS i" amount, unci ««• 

exhausted is [one for all time. It e*n 
he lined hut onre and reason urges that 
the nation pomesaing such a reeoirce 
bos for greater nioial right to postpone 
its exploitation thin that of arable land. 
Hut even ao »e find in Korea no desire 
to act the dog in the manger and obetln- 
ately prevent the exploitation ol this 
wealth. She demand, that it shall be 
exploited for the benefit of it* owners. 
No reasonable man woold deny this. 
Has the Korea j government stood in the 
way ol an equitable arrangement for the 
development of lie mineral wealth/ 
We tay no. aid the facia are will) on 
Many opportunities have been glrea to 
foreign syndicates to engage in miring 
here. We v no lam to aay that Korea 
has been generous to a marked degree in 
granting such concessions. The charge 
that the Korean government isopp'eed 
to auch development is glaringly untrue; 
but wbnt is the Japanese attitude tbusrd 
mining here 7 Without the capital to 
eiigsga In the -ork In a way tbo: would 
get the moat oal ol the ore they attempt 
to block at every point the granting ol 
concessions 1c those who conld and 
would do so. The present contest 'over 
the conceaiioE granted to Um Mancha 
Syndicate ia a striking Instance ol the 
obstructive policy of Japan. This »yn- 
dicate olTera. we understand. to turn 
over to the Koreans lorty ptr cent ol the 
net profits of its work. When were* 
member the cifficullles to he met in a 
eeootfy so remote from aiioing supplies 
and the lack of railway facilities it) tnual 
parts of the eosirtry, who can deny that 
the Korean government Ib being gener¬ 


ously treated In being glvtn forty par 
cent of the profit 7 But wbal sue the 
Japanese giving the Korean government 
for the mine* ttmt they are working In a 
desultory way all over the peninsula, in 
many places without the shadow of a 
rightf We venture to say that the (Co¬ 
wan gnvarnmanl in galling nortilng from 

them that will begin tocompare with the 
forty per cent guaranteed by the Maochu 
Syndicate. The cry is raised by the 
Japanese that the Korean governmeot 
must be protected from the rgpadtv of 
foreign Inventors and adventurers. His¬ 
tory never nlioweil a niora Indlcioueskua- 
tion Mian this. While the Japanese are 
crowding the Koreans st every print, 
selling their iaherles, their salt works, 
their land, they’ raise the cry that the 
Koreans musl be protected Irvin syndi¬ 
cates th**. propose to enter Itilo definite 
and open agreements which have nnier- 
geno the clout ocrutiny of both govern¬ 
ments and which are entirely above- 
board and of confessedly malum! sdvaat- 
sg«. We are reluctantly compelled to 
believe tliat it 4 not Korea that Is acting 
as sa obstructionist but that it is Japan. 
If it were not for her, a rtiwea foreign 
syndicate, would he, within a year, de¬ 
veloping tlic mineral wealth of Korea on 
scientific principles and with adeqiate 
capital. This would be of advantago to 
the whole world, Japan included. Hie 
marvelous edvsnee of el ret” cal engineer¬ 
ing demands Increased production of 
qopper. Well, there are aigoificent 
copper mines ill Korea blocked Unlay by 
the obstructive teclice of the Japan***. 
They luive pet the capital to develop 
them and th «7 will allow 00 one cl« to 
do it. 

But to return to the Ainu proportion ; 
we must ask in what way Hie Ainu* were 

©f tHeir l^nd, Co^«rioR 
tuort of the country ■* the North Amtri* 
cm Indian* did AmfnCi th 6 j kv wives 
of immigration roiling in from tbo 
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Sosth- These new imtn established 
themselves gradually asd their superior 
physical power aud warlike character- 
Utiis «oo lor them a commanding puu- 
tioa. Then receiving, perhaps from 
Korea, tnceutlvea toward a higher civlli- 
tation they gradually lorgcd ahead uf 
ibc ttbvii^iual peuj*1«»«ud ilUiucd la * 
measure to the same right to the Boil of 
Japan that th« European gained in Am¬ 
erica. The Aina had to go. How dif¬ 
ferent ii «lHhl« front lb( present situa¬ 
tion Ij Hero we have mo nation* side 
by ode, each oi them having developed 
I a t*Rhly artioulavert fOr*i of ciyllli-ltioo 
with written rec ords ruaiiius back over 
a thousand yeoia. Two peoples eh"'*' 
equal In msntal capacitj but widely dif¬ 
ferentiated in some important respects. 

Cbna l)*a hred coneerratistn and hue 
male political life more ar less corrupt 
as it i* In China itself. On th« olhor 
baid we find a new and advanced na¬ 
tional spirit which while, rtill Jar from 
the goal of westeru calightCB&i£Dt i* 
mfftbg atreunona efforts to put oH at 
leavt the hnbUauiuuUW lh« past. It has 
■ resaltrd In a striking ecJtiuiuic aud in* 
dnstial liauUormaUon. me result* are 
thoagh not miraculous. Bat 
on what Has Is of comparison can Japan 
assume the right to do to the Koreau 
whit she dirt to the Ainn f Tt»e paraJ* 
leliun break* down of every point. But, 
you say, what evidence hove you that 
thi* Asalia to make tha Jt.n-a«n . ooanpd 
AiM rewlly eoistaf Tie reply to thla 
wholly peitincnt qneat'on lies In the 
facta that lie right about ua and will he 
abundantly apparent to snyone who will 
take pains to inquire. The Japaneae 
government Is permit dag and tacitly 
encouraging Japanese aettlerg to coma 
to Korea hy the tens of thousnnda. For 
these Japanese tu acquire land and live 
promiscuously in the interior is wholly 
Illegal. It in an act of uimpstion which 


is wholly indefensible by the recoguixad 
lass ol natrons. Before long l It bos 
illegal residents will aggregate such a 
targe number that errn ehould Japan 
withdraw from Korea they could arm 
themselves and terrorize the whole coon- 
try. Impose their will opon the people 
■>•1 awoy the destiny of the nation. We 
saj distinctly and with all the force at 
our command that thin monstrous usur¬ 
pation means the gradual obliteration of 
the Koreau people. The iiiglic&l Japau- 
eae officials may protest that thia is not 
true, that it is fat from their intentions, 

bw •» l«“g *• th*r alto* «h* Japan.*- 

to * warm ioto the country a* they ore 
doing now. an long will it be impoanible 
to believe their protestations, fur actions 
speak loader than words. 

Editorial Comment. 

U d for tana t djjji $ iujprettioo it pTCT- 
slral amo ng a c ertain class, that the 
atttndc ofthe k i v i itOTT on* of hostility 

toward the Japajin>o, — tula wa distinctly 

. •»••• • • 

rnaavow. We are here to state both and 
every side of the case to the pn bile, and 
those phase* of Japanese work lu the 
pei In an Is which arc detervlng of praiec 
hare not been and will act be overlooked. 
That we have always spoken plainly aud 
without equivocation old be distasteful 
only to those who do nut Care to have 
tbs plain facta known by the general 
public. ‘ There can be do doubt that 
Japan liai hr(«< he* a great distiny. In 
apii* of all drawbacks, the energy and 
spirit of the Japanese will push them on 
to great achievements, nor would any 
mao of sense with to see them checked 
in their progress toward any legitimate 
goal. We ore willing to see them com. 
pete with any other notion and If they 
can perform a sendee to any nation or 
anj cause ouparlor in quality -to that 
which is already being dine we air will* 
lag to sec them succesaf.il in that com* 
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petilou. K it lbs logical wotting of the 
f law of tUe survival of the fittest. Rut 
the large questioi comes np for anawe, 
What rights of other peoples we the 
Japanese bound to rtspect f Should 
they tie called upon to pot goods upon 
the market under their own hraocia and 
not attempt to deceive prospect!** pur¬ 
chasers bf imlutiog brands that have 
already established reputaUons in the 
Far East t Should they be called opce 
to play the game according to the rule* 
ol the game or msy they make roles for 
themselves f 

We have long bald the opinion tost 
though deservedly successful to the late 
war. due to objective as well as sobjeo- 
tl*e cairns, Japai would 6od it far more 
difficult to handle Ilia Korean people 
than to min baUlea In the Gold. The 
rsssoo for this lies at the basis of the 
jKpau«>e character. They have more 
dash than patience, more im pal save force 
in enluing upon a policy than ability to 
l look at things from (he standpoint of the 
! othar side. They are essentially military 
i in tbeii malliodi and this msaua that 
they succeed better in handling things 
with the mailed hand than on the baas 
of an ordinary administrative policy. 
This cao be plainly sasn in tbs stents of 
the past leh inou'.Ui. la glsnciug over 
the progress which has bees made to¬ 
ward any rations! goal in Korea the most 
sanguine adherent ol Japan’s cause mu it 
confess to disappointment. Wlthost 
making say serous attempt to manage 
a flairs here on a basis of friendship bat 
after eaaspaiatirg the people by num¬ 
berless forms ol petty or grave aggres¬ 
sions Japan confessed her inability to 
handle tbc country under sacb conditions 
and forced upon Korea a so-called pro¬ 
tectorate which to thia day exists dt/asto 
though wholly fittitioas dijurt. During 
all these months a bat has been done 

a 

along the whole firing-line uf adminis¬ 
trative reform t The basis ol any settled 
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government is common justice. tts 
hardly think anyone will contradict tie 
statement that sothing has been done 
along this line. -A good deal has been 
sold about it but what baa been dons t 
Today there lies in tbe outhouses of lbs 
supreme court a man who came np 10 
Seoul a year ago taking for a fair trial of 
bis grievance against o mitoriooa plus ■ 
derer ol tbe poor. He not only did n*l 
get Justice but be has been alowly Starr, 
ing to death for the past seven months 
ip the court prison where he mu thrown 
by the connivance ol the man who had 
stolen all his property. He is there now, 
and othar Koreans who cams Lo help 
him are compelled to bide by day and go 
along side 'street* only lest they too be 
seired and imprisoned. Da Ihe Japanese 
know this? And if not why do they 
not know and remedy itf A Tew weeks 
ago a Korean who had mortgaged a salt 
field to a Japanese in Fnsan lor Ibtee 
years was aeired by the Japaaeseand 
starred for six days till be consented :c 
write a statement that if the money he 
owed was not (aid in a weak tbs field 
would be foifei'.rd. He could not pay 
and so a salt fold worth Yio,ocoww 
seized by the Japanese for Y 3,00a Da 
the Japanese know thief And If they 
know do they care f There is Bo soch 
thing as justice today fur the ordinary 
Korean. Now sad then we God an ex¬ 
ception which la refreshing hut as a rule 
there is no justice. Bven since oar 

return Koceans by Uic semes have ap¬ 
pealed to os to save their houaei and 
fields from spoliation. Several womsn 
cams in only yesterday saying that tbsy 
bad been ordered out ol their boosts 
along the road between Seoul and Hu 
Kang and were to receive but Yto par 
**■* .for them, ahetr any fairly well in¬ 
formed person knows that they can do 
next to nothing with anch a sum n 
securing a new bone. Probably tke 
gravest charge that can be laid against 
flrininnl from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 






28 


THE JAPANESE IN KOREA. 


th* Japauese it this total lack of any ds- 
Sa te mid tangible lenuljt along tbs lint 
of common junior. 

In tba field uf finance where the results 
would accrue to the benefit uf the J*pau- 
eo* as well as the Koreaaa we find, even 
according to the confession of the Japan- 
toe papers; and the ulOSt loyal supporters 
of the Residency, a complete and dis¬ 
astrous failure. Bnsiueaa **. almost at 
standstill all hut winter and it la only 
juit beginning to pick up 'gain- A loan 
ot Yio.uro.ooo has been made U> Korea 
by Japan and a Urge fraction of it it to 
be used »t seems in supplying Chemulpo 
with water works. How this can be culled 
a legitimate gOvarnuisnt expenditure 
and why the towu of CUemn'.po should 
not finance It* own eater works are 
questions that those whe forced tbla loan 
npon Korea will "find it hard to answer. 
Thera was. apparently, no need of a 
lcra. 

Education is one of the themes which 
have called forth the most eloquent en- 
curium* of the Jupaneie. but what has 
hern done in Korea?. We can truthfully 
any. practically nothing. The gentlemau 
who was ad*i*«i to the Educational De¬ 
partment ha* left Korea iu disgrace and 
doubtless in disgust, lie advocated the 

pi on nf farming nil l>i» *<v*trann Kohnn’.* In 

Korea to nac Japanese text books. If 
anything more ludicrously absurd than 
this cun be found in the aouals of educa¬ 
tion w* have failed to see it 

In the province of witch Taiku is the 
capital the Korean gnve-nor and prefects 
were allowed to come down upon the 
people In the good o'.d way for a school 
tax. Those who know, say that not a 
tebth part of the enormous sum squeezed 
from the people will he naert foe any 
'egitlniatc purpose. Tie people were on 
th« "rrjs of revolt and laid «ba litum* 
upon the Japanese, where it belongs, 
since they alone could h»*e prevented it. 

We have anarched tiis papers in vain 
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for any indication that '.he Japanese have 
accomplished anything along the lines 
so plainly laid down by Marquis Itu wheu 
hi Erst took the matter hi hand. We do 
nut st all doubt bis good intentions but 
he bad still the lessors to leas a that a 
helpful and conciliatory policy can be 
carried out osily at the hands of those 
wlio are helpfully Incllued. esid unless 
Marquis Ito could command the services 
of such, even he was ind i* doomed to 
failure. There i» no pshlie sentiment in 
Japan demanding Insistently that the 
Koreans he treated as fellow* being*. 
,The general sentiment seem* tobe rather 
I that of the correspondent of the Osaka 
Maink^S who naked a prominent foreign 
resident of Seoul if he did not think the 
Koreasie wore a good deal like the Ainu*. 
1*9 idea evidently was that the Korean* 
should be driven back ss the North Am- 
er.can Indian boo been. 

The Jupanue aulbuiitie* sseiu to be 
acaware uf Use must pilent fact that the 
cinlixation of the Japanese baa no* 
gene deep enougti to keep many of them 
Irani reverting to a condition of mediae¬ 
val aemlcivilixalion when relieved of the 
close police surveillance under which 
they live in Japan. 

We bare been told that the Japnnese 
■n missionaries to Kor<* b»OSMOC tliay 
wtre sent bcrc to do something, To tbi* 
esse we shall have to inscribe the names 
uf Cortez, Pirarro. Atill*. and Gbeugu 
Khan upon the roll of ttlaslonarits. They 
toi were sent to do soa.ething. We see 
tic evidence* as yet or tuy ni purjaoe <>u 
the part of Japan to g*io other than self¬ 
ish advantage# in thi* peninsula, There 
nay be other purpose bnt they have 
borne little fruit. Meanwhile Japanese 
subject* pour in to the conn try hy the 
thousands and go wherever they wish 
• Without passport entirely contrary to 
their treaty lights. They settle where 
they wish, buy property or take it. Slid 
set. op in business with as complete free* 
Drininnl from 
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dwn ii !■ tbelr owl country; all kbc 
while conai'lerlng themselves mlirelv 
fr** from puntrd by Koiru niBglstia’.ei 
•ud official* and at the mine time too far 
from their conatler centers in he held in 
check hy the Japanese C0a8tnb«1a.’7. 
There ate Certain limit* within which 
•veu a protectorate can move, sod if 111 * 
overwhelming of the Korean people by • 
tide of Japan*** ImmlgratiaB keep* on, 
the Power* that are dill in treaty rela- 
lion» With Korea mnit and will grow 
real! re. 


It i* rery anforturat* that no one ran 
crihcitx the actons ot Japan in Korea 
withoat being charged with being in the 
e mploy-wf-M HIl*. That temper of mimT 
wh'icu cun aider* evsryone an enemy who 
is not a blind adherent and *o eothasit*- 
tic advocate doer not apeak well for (be 
broad miudcdnei* of Die Japttusoa. Wo 
think no reasonable person »bo has read 
the page* or taia Rkvirw will ever 
charge oa with working in the IntereiU 
of Rossin. We would b* at aorry to 
#ee Rossis usurp the powar in Korea a* 
wb arc to see tbe present atale of aflofca. 
W« advocate Ih* canto of tha Korssn 
people and Ihetr continned exlatance a> a 
nation. In ao far a* lan an and K urw <-) r 
be mutually hBlp7ur"we_ajiaocate the 
temporary jTc 3 omlg*nce of Japanite 
power in lb* peiilnaala; bat the thinga 
which we apecilcally object to are the 
exploitation of Korea for tbe Japan cat. 
tha prevention of the introductioB of 
forHgu capital, tbe owarmlngof Japaneae 
In the interior withoat proper control, 
tbe rapid alienatoa of tbe anil and the 
Continned peopagadon of the idea that 
tbe *o-called treaty of lost November ii a 
legal and defensible doenment: W* be- 
lieve that Maiqai* IU> UCU19 well by 
Korea hnt that he haa been *nd will be . 
nnabla to hold In check tbe aelfitb ambi¬ 
tious of bis own national*. * 

We believe that the only way to axtr- 

ii-™ b, Google 


Cine a deterrent Influence ia by giving ;he 
fact* to the public. And ia thl* connec¬ 
tion wb mart inform oar reader* that 
tlnce writing th« paragraph on education, 
which Iim alreniy gone to pre® wc arc 
Informed that (he Japanese *nthori(le* 
deny Ibat Mr Sidebar* proiKvaed to hive 
all the common school* use Japaneae text 
book*. The reuon for hi* retirement!* 
s»l<l to he that the Residency considered 
Uje educational problem nth a Urge and 
important one that It waa neceaaary to 
hav# at It* head a man of wider exptri- 
encc than Mr. Sidebar*. Now. we have 
looked Into the matter carefnlly and 6nd 
that Mr. Sidebar* did advise that all the 
atndenta of the Normal achool he tnuyht 
in Japanese and that In the Bchool* which 
they *honld he pat in charge of Japanese 
text book* ehoa'd be need. One of the 
ntadent* objected rtrennocaly and laid 
tjila was a Koraaa achool and not a Jap¬ 
anese school. Tbe plan wa« to print a 
large number of Japanese text book* for 
nae tbronehoat the school system. After 
his resignation Mr. Sidebar* himself told 
hie Korean fr!«uds that he believed til* 
was tbe cause of liii removal. Whether 
so or not. this proved that the propoeat’on 
was made and urged upon the edncalioiai 
aothixitira 

We would be *crnpulou*ly carefnl to 
note every aign of improvement. V/e 
are pot able as yet to determine whether 
the so failed " Agricultural and lodnitriat 
Bank" may be called a forward more- 
ment or not. It la a Korean affair atarted 
mdcrlbt auspice* of the Finance De¬ 
partment and Ita puipuo* la to lean 
money to Korean* fur the pnrpuac of 
occupying new sgricnltnral land and in- 
proving old land through increased ini- 
gating facilities. Thi* ia its ostensible 
purpose and undoubtedly ■ laudable oie 
but up to the prvuent tim* it has inertly 
done the work ot a superior kind of loan 
company, taking deeds of land and 
house* as security and lending money 
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thereon for any purpose the borrower 
m *7 deart. 

It is significant that the n Chin-hoi 
people were llie mott active Id 'TTK' asp” 
ter end they *re Mid to tuve gotten con¬ 
trol of considerable lend in the interior 
which they wish to exidvii in this mea¬ 
ner. l/nf<atanately the ll Uhin-boi hare 
not been creJi ud wit h a great deal of 
product ! vcla Eor andThr thU and other 
reoodiirweTaw to suspend judgment as 
to the geuumeneaa of this movement. 
W. wish success to every effort which 
will be of benefit to the geople. 

The latent movement on the part of 
the Japanese in separating from the 8m- 
petor all the people in whom he has con¬ 
fidence and holding hra in practical 
coafinemeut forms a sMtsti-m that seems 
to jb to be impossible of permanence. 
Aul fuitbsrmore it •• • maitar of such 
delicacy that wa fear even lha astuteness 
of the Japanese, will bmdly t»e able to 
ealiact any considerable benefit from i». 
It make* ns think - of ths mu who has • 
but by the horns and neither darea to 
keep hold or to let go. Tbo promisee of 
ths Japanese to look after the personal 
welfare of the IiupcrW fsuiilyjpakea it 
dltlicnll to follow a drsstic course and 
cf«l Witb'tEe fcmp«rox~*s theywould ap¬ 
parently desire, but at the same time the 
perfectly jutelHgibte wish of the Emper¬ 
or to have some say in the management 
of hie own aflairs drives the Japanese to 
ths very erode dance of segregating him 
•from all his friends and t aming h is 
palace into* jafl. This accme to os to 
be a' whoHyoriental meihod of handling 
the situation. It is proverbially difficult 
to min oil and water, sod the claim of 
the Japanese that the treaty of last Nov- 
■Ubo was acceptable u. Uie Empucr 
does not show any logical connection 
will the charge that the Bin per oi is 
fomenting trouble In the Interior and 
trying to interest foreign poweie in hi# 
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prodicnncot. If the former it trae Xht 
Utter ie inconceivable. If the Utter la 
true then the acquiescence of l«*t Nov¬ 
ember w«a, to me the most euphemistic 
term, perfnnctory. 

Thb K croon Mining Laws. 

Continent iu the far eastern papers 
up jo the new Korean mining Uws has 
besn various. Some fi»d in them noth¬ 
ing to complain about; Others consider 
that they ere drawn up not to facilitate 
tbe development of Korran resources but 
Ul put a atop 10 nil aileuipta uu She part 
of Western capital .to obteio ■ foothold 
in the peuiuoula. 

The examination of the text of socb s 
law is lie examining a bicycle lue. It 
may look wall on the outside but a very 
small leak makes It worthless. The tire 

«aa b* iMtcd io aitfaer c« two W*y« | *•»» 

by putting it to actual uie and secondly 
by putting it in water, in which case any 
leak will ravcal itself. So thl* law cau 
be tested either by actual ose ur by sub¬ 
jecting it to very clot© scrotioy. Until 
tbe former method c#n be tried we re¬ 
serve the right to try the- Utter and in 
doing eo we would lit© to assume so 
entirely unbiased altitude and. treat the 
question purely on iu merits. Whether 
we do so remains with the reader to de¬ 
termine. 

Article 1 defines the term mining, pro¬ 
perly so far as we can ate. 

Article 11 States that minerals not 
extracted,' mineral refcao and slag shall 
be ths property of the aUte, lu tbe 
bigbaet forms ol rnioing Urge values are 
often hidden in these secondary products 
aud whether this lew wanld work a hard¬ 
ship for the expert miter or not would 
dipend vwy largely apoo circaai«*anc»s. 
However, this msy be passed by ss not 
•object lu any considerable criticism. 
It would necessitate the careful stipula¬ 
tion on tUc port of the consaasioaaiic of 
flrininnl frorr 
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wh*t piodncls and by-product* he pro¬ 
pped to utiliie. 

.Article III stales that pertniaslon to 
min* must be obtained from the Minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture Commerce end Indus¬ 
try and application a«" He ■ ecauapaul- 
ed bye plan of tin intended clainJ. Projf 
mn»t alio he given of the ext stance of 
the minerals to be mined. 

In other word* foreign capital mart 
■end and discover point* where valuable 
roin*r*l*m*y be round and proceed with 
work until it tu* demon atxated to the 
satisfaction of the Department that the 
value i» there. This on the nterechawe 
that the application for license will be 
successful. If the proapective inveatM 
could be auto of establishing a claim in 
the and. tbl* night do, but *H* 1 I 

have to proceed iurlhur before diacovrr- 
lug what that probability amount* 
to. 

Article* IV. V and VI deal with bonrd- 
artea and rises of claims, prohibited 
arena, etc., nad or* entirely proper. 

Article VII. The Uiuuter ol Agricul¬ 
ture ate., »ball have the power to refuse 
permission ior mining in c*a* he cun- 
alder* such a itep to be necessary in lie 
public interest tr f*r **y othtr ruuon 
(italic* ours). Here we begin to get at 
»Ha meat of the natter. The Mlnlaterin 
bla own peraon and without adrica from 
any parly can arUtiariiy rein** par mis¬ 
sion to anyone. The res son may be ade¬ 
quate or not. He 1* not obliged to 
•late hi* reason but limply to claim Ibtr* 
hi reason for rdawl. There ia no pos¬ 
sible appeal from this arbitrary refoial 
and the power rested in the Minlstet ii 
that of a dictator in mining matters. 
Thia again mean* that the Japanese re¬ 
serve the right to hold off foreign io- 
mtmrit in a perfectly arbitrary tusn- 
"tr, for the Agricultural Ibpirltaiht 
Ilka all the rest la dominated by them. 
This clausa alone would be enough to 
discourage Imelgn Investment. But the 
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next elanae ia ■till more otnrlualre. 

Article VIII. If there i* more then 
one applicant, permission shall be given 
according to priority of date. Aa regards 
applications made on the same date, per- 
lii law on aball be given to iht •pplioni 
whom the Minister may consider most 
worthy. In other words, if a foreign 
syndicate sends prospectors into Korea 
sod locates valuable miner ala. make* ■ 
plan of the claim and applies for per oils, 
aion on Monday morning, the Japanese 
with these plea* in hand c*n make out 
soother application for the same claim 
on Monday afternoon and then lean It 
to the Minister to decide who is most 
worthy 1 Jt looks as if the Japanese 
would like to get their prospecting dooe 
for u&tbiog. Tk«f • Id do •ffich 'blog ** 
elmultaneona applications, and theclsase 
about''tame date” i* a perfectly trans¬ 
parent trick to leave a whole day or at 
least several hour* In which to nullify 
any application that doe* not anil the 
dictator. We see xo attempt at fairntM 
in thle claws. No foreign capiUlwt, 
knowing Japanese method*, wwild lor 
one Instant think of spending money to 
local* mineral* in the peninsula, when 
■neb a elanae la In operation. 

There ia little use la gluing the other 
■rMelaaia detail—enough has been giien 
to show that tin whole Inurnment ie in¬ 
tended to block the effort* «f foreign 
capitalists to obtain a foothold in Korean 
mining operations. Bnt we will mention 
some other disabilities under which min¬ 
ing interest* will labor. Every amalga¬ 
mation, division or othar modiheatioe of 
a mining claim is subject to the consent 
of the virtual dictator. No right can be 
sold, assigned or even mortgaged without 
hi* co*sent- H« baa power to arbitrarily 
suspend all mining operation* when 
Xpnblio reqmrvs. Bnt then is 

no attempt to dehne what public interest 
means Or bow the Minister would inter¬ 
pret the tenn. It La wholly Indefinite 
nfinmni trorT' 
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•nd .saves openings Ior *11 malt «d atbi- 
tiaiy manipulation. 

Hliving then given the Minister of 
Agriculture etc arbitrary and dictatorial 
povei over all mining indnatriea, what 
checks are pal upon abate of this power? 
Tbe twenty. 6m clause roskea the curious 
auction that the govern meet ah all not be 
responsible for any damage arising from 
an' nitaiura taken by tie Minister; la 
not this Minuter mi ages! of tbe govern- 
limit ? Why then ah odd the government 
dlaivow any reaper ability for hi» acts? 

Article XXVII atatee tu*t as iheaa laws 
») ilTnl (nil^aaia « a»oU bmiui* 
■ball be decided upon or evecoted with- 
ou: the previooa consent of tbe Resident 
General, Now What have we here? The 
literal citaming it that tbe fact that 
foreigner' may bo interested in mlnea 
BKkcs it necessary that every meaaare 
talan in connection with mining must 
gain the coracnt of the Hemdent General 
bee tbe evident meaning is that every 
measure which effect* tbo introduction 
of foreign industry shall lie subject to the 
cosaent of the Resident Cau«al. There 
can be do question that this uaaaaa veto 
power. If the Minister should by any 
nteaua consent to grant a concession to 
foreigners tbe Resident may veto it. 
Otherwise why shodii foteignaia bo 
•legled out far such special attentioa? 

We would nlao like to ask on what 
basis Japanese ate not included in the 
list ol foreigner*. How long la U sine* 
Japanese became native* o* Korea? 

It cannot be king before the various 
trraty powers come to realise that Japan 
It rapidly barring out Western capital 
from the Far Heat. If these raining laws 
do not plainly Indkalc It we shonld be 
pleased to hear the argument on the 
«thvr *»<!■ Kiv* li ptblidtf. 


Opium In Koran. 

It baa been soma ysars now since tbe 
Chinese began to introduce the habit of 
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oi'um smoking Into aoitueru Korea. 
The use of this drng i* a capital crime 
according to ths law* of the land, but as 
tbe Korean government could not well 
prevent the Chinese from Indulging in It 
tbe natural result followed and Koreans 
began smoking. The habit haa become 
something of a fixture in the north bat 
If It wsx* not for the help of outsiders we 
believe the Kwsaas would find it difficult 
to get the drug In sufficient quantitiea to 
do much damage. 

The Japaneae govern nent baa long re¬ 
alised the aerions danger to society which 
Indulgence In tbla babil brings and ill* 
use of opium for mere pleasure is st< telly 
Interdicted In Japan itaslf. The habit of 
stocking opinm is too costly and requires 
too much leisure for very many Korean* 
toba able to indulge, tut this difficulty 
Is being rapidly overcome by tbe free in- 
tr^dnciiun *>f mA/phireinto Pjenjj ytn^ 
and the adjoining territory by the Japan¬ 
ese. This may he called one of the forma 
cd service that the Jspauest are render¬ 
ing Kurea. Thera is one Japanese drug 
store Id Pyeog-yeng that sells thirty yen 
worth of morphine evecy day of the year 
to Korean* to be injected hy use of a 
hypodermic ayringe. Tlila is doae In 
open day without tba lean attempt at 
ecsscealtnent and. indeed, without aay 
need for concealment. Tbe Japanese • 
authorities cannot but be aware of the 
facta and yet they allow the cutscd stuff 
to bo peddled out to Koreans in this 
WBOlesale lasllun. Ose hospital to the 
north had thirty five chocs within a 
ptriod of one month who had become 
slaves to this habit and wot breaking 
down. How maoy morn were there who 
were killing themselves without it* com¬ 
ing to the notice of any but their inline- 
date fenriliM? Th-r. »«■> H. thousands. 

Now we Say directly snd nnequivocally 
aud Without fear ot contradiction that 
fer the Japanese government to allow its 
■objects to come here and retail mar- 


. 111 III I 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




THE JAPANESE fN KOREA. 


33 


pbiiie and hypodermic syringe* •» Ko¬ 
reans 1* a monstrous outrage. What 
the use of talking about developing the 
resoorce* of Korea when with both bands 
they are Hestrnyisg the he*t resource 0f 
Korea—bet men? If the ante of the dri*! 

w»r» nnrutHctad in Japan il might tc 

argtfed that the Jipaneae did not know 
any better, but their scrupulous care to 
keep Japan dean of the curse leave* them 
without nenw here. Does It OOt go (»r 
to prove that the Japaoeae government, 
whatever a few o( the beat Japanese may 
say or think, ie ejtiiely careles* of the 
real interests of the Korean people «• in. 
dividual*. Tlvey talk big to the world 
about helping Korea but wbeo it comes 
right down to the bard and stubborn tact 
their whole attitude and practice is epit¬ 
omised in the prefit which tbie Jepaune 
druggist i« reaping Irotn the Korean* in 
Pycog-yang. Tlia eanie sort of (blag wso 
iMni few weeks ago In one of the north¬ 
ern cities. The Japanese soldiers, aboet 
whose courtesy and consideration to 
much has been said, came to the bouses 
of the servant* of Americans, turned oat 
the owners and occupied the faouoea 
themselves. When the local Japanese 
resident was noti 5 ed of the (act by the 
foreigner be moiled and assured the visi¬ 
tor that as the Emperor of Korea lud 
promised to give the Japanese military 
anything they leedcd or desired, no. 
wrong was being done in appropriating 
the houses.. Dear in mind that this wsa 
Bo Irreaponalbte enderling, bat the high¬ 
est repreieutatirc of Japan in the 
north. 

And yet the Japanese resent the evi¬ 
dent change that is coming over the sen- 
limrnt of decent people in America and 
England, la It to he supposed that tie 
world lo lo reewun ignoraut of wbat la 
goiog on or ia it that the Japanese ito- 
sgine the valor they showed In war will be 
■efficient to blind the eyes of the west lo 
these revolting inhumanities? We would 
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not ba hypercritical but we do ask tl*t 
the large and generous statement* made 
by leading Japanese statesmen.and which 
are supposed to underlie the policy of 
Japan in Korea, should bear some pro¬ 
portionate aoil corresponding fruit iu sc- 
toal practice berv. W- ■— liMla <>( it as 
yet. An iucideit occurred a short tine 
ago to Fumu winch is preguaat with 
meaning. A Jspaneae teacher who had 
been teaching a Korean .school there for 
many years, hod for hi* next door neigh¬ 
bor a Kurmu gentleman whuisCOlinected 
with one of the American resident* of 
that port. The Korean's bouse was tie- 
hind and above I Bat ol the Japanese. One 
dsy without waning »tone» began flying 
op from below «nd falling oo the Ko¬ 
rean's roof and iu hi* yard. This was 
kept up at iu terra I* /or several day*. Toe 
Korean hardly >lared stand in his own 
yard without cover, llo thought the J»p' 
aneoe was trying to persscuta him into 
selling the place at a low figure. * rat ,hc 
Koreau bald bis place. Finding that las 
■tones had no etfect the Japanese cane 
■p oue day aud tittered the yard without 
waruiug or iovituion. ITe approached 
the Hnaior. broke the window, entered tie 
room, stnashed the hangiog lamp, aid 
began destroying everything he could lay 
his hands on. The Korean concluded 
that the man wa* insane and with the 
help of one or two others he seized aad 
tied the Japaueie to a ebatr until the 
aathorltlea could be summoned. The 
police were called but before they arrived 
th* Japanese was freed. The police saw 
the wreck which bad been tuade of the 
place bat when they ionod that the Jap¬ 
anese had been forcibly restrained tbsy 
exclaimed, "What, shall a Japanese sub¬ 
ject be tied by s savage of Korea?" aad 
Lurflcd Aud iM*rc!acd bock to their place* 
leaving the culprit mill on the prettiiu*. 
Repeated application elicited iotchwdm 
from the J a panes* Authorities. It nikM 
no diBcrence how ootr*geoui oiaj be lh# 
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coiduct of a Upancee 0 a body U sac red 
fro m the touch of a Kor ean. 

iut w t lia7C gotten some distance 
&w»y from uur inaiu topic—opium. Ae 
lime seems to be no one else lu do ll *C 
Vale upon ourselves the duty of demand* 
lu* in >h«. lutnie of cooini>*n d*o»noy and 
humanity that Japan make stringent 
lavs against the sale of morphine 10 Ibe 
Koreani and that abe »ees to it that the 
lav it enforced. We have the beat of 
reasons tor Iselieving tb«t thl« disgrace¬ 
ful t>lr<le •ill be fully exposed In the 
leading papers of England and America 
•□1 we warn the Japanese that there Is 
nothing that will basi l the t orniog of 
pnb'.ic aentinjenF'in tie west against 
J«>»n llie’ u foiluie on her pa-llo bring 
the nefarious business to a fnll and sud- 
den aiop* 

In Hue with wliat we hare aald Dr, 
Wells of i'yeng-yang haa the following 
remark# to make. ”Tt»q opium Gauda, 
or xnorpbine naera, who began by suiok- 
•ng opium, are a moat wjjact lot and ua- 
auily from the home* of the well to-do. 
They ime the hypodeimic ayringe and 
inject morphine daily. I took ou oue 
cue BIHl tnolituloil •• «rijrin«l *r«.loi«u» 
in Which adrenaline Wft* the main medi¬ 
cine used and the habit ent off at once. 
Tlia was ao successful that it created 
something ol a furore among the mor- 
plane user*, ao that in April I had eoui« 
thirty applications for treatment. They 
„«,« ao numaioui tb*t I sent (tome of 
them to a hospital conducted by one of 
mr former atodent* and ba, with the 
same remedies 1 paed. is having good 
ncceii . 11 

To The Editor Koas* Ruvirw. 

naan Six 

About the 19th Of July the Japanese 
BuUioiitiea rcelaked a railway tenuiouB 
in Wonsan large enough for a terminal 
in the city of London. On large planed 
wooden slabs the Vie of a Korean uona- 
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D>exjt lb<ry liave written tbej»c character* 
vhkb ' 

freely, mean “Military Railway Crent” 
la tbl» a luliBiitute for the useful term 
adopted for appropriating ground duiiug 
the lale war ! 1 refer to the ofl used 

--Military UfCiBiity." 

The aecuud time this season the Tuk* 
vtjd maginirate hn» been made to order 
the people lu cut and Cure hay for the 
Japanese garrison horsaa. Farming and 
otuar occupation9 are sbundoned whila 
•hi* is dune frutii for tlit Japanese gov- 
•romant. Cuu yvu tall ui» *,bvtli»> th» 
people in Japan are foiced to provide 
provender for the military horses gratia > 
PcrhapB you would also aay If IlldC is 
acy authority in even the invalid, forced 
treaty of lsit November to •arraot auch 
action. The nuigislrsue referred to has 
a good lumie among the people. Me is 
uid not to “squeeze” the peopla. 

An EttqtiiBKK. 
Wound, July 14.1906. 

Wc more than luapeet that there ii at 
least a dash of irony in three qu« 6 tiou 8 . 
They anayrer tlicfliaelve*. lu England 
it people believe they arc wrongly tuned 
fer sectarian schools they sit back and 
refute to pay. Some uf ihaui get iuto 
trouble but It openi tbe eyes of the au¬ 
thorities to the evil. If thee* Koreans 
would dimply refuse to be made «rfs to 
lie Japanese there might be a Utile 
trouble but the Japaucie would boou dis¬ 
cover that they were going loo far. We 
koow of no way to brieg tha 6 « outrage* 
clearly before tbe public unless the Ko¬ 
rean* reaent them in ■ deter mined man¬ 
ner. It ia the-old storj of the squeezing 
official over agaiu. If be does not k now 
where lo stop and cannot gauge the 
degyee of the people's patience ne over¬ 
step* the dead line aud gits run out. 

I Tbe Japaneae »cem ta think that the 
jpstieuce ol the Korean people is without 
limit, but the time must come when 
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serious. trouble will retail. A prom inen t f ing the process could be a curioo* ate 
American Armyo piccr told us thnt ta t~^of mixed motive. Let the Japanese stop 
Korean people_wjll_pot ol'l8JJLanj cum | rtiriug Korean*’ house* and land* at a 
sidcroCic sympathy front the Wert until l quarter o! their market value ; Jet them 
IhVj itoV' a < 1 • mine 1 um la help them-,I *tr>t» dragging the K"r#ar« with mot* 
selves. It may It smooth nailing fur the pblce ; let them (top atenling every stick 
Jnpuine now tnt let them became Id- of timber that floats down the Yilo 
volved in war in the fatnre and the out* without having it* owner's name c'.Ully 
ragen they bavr committed here will marked oo it; let them *top beating 
hear legitimate fruit, for the people political sospeei* in order to elicit in- 
taking advantageof the opportooity will formation; let them mop pretending 
gladly rise up and licmnd llisni onto* that* promise w give all facllltlca for 
the country an they did in the days of military operation* in 1904 co?«ra the 
Hideyoabi. Bui Japau had. aud still «>*»«* wrl* of property iur rsil- 

liae. tt iti her power to adopt other padres read* end other schemes in time ol 
Ilian those of Uideyodii and treat tha peace ; let them atop forcing Koreans to 
Koreans as fellow-being*. It look* V Mt as hewers of wood aud drawer*Of 
much a* if *be were now killing th*/ waur without pay; let them glee the 

Korean a little cliauce at justice aud tin 
dealing and tiled it will be lime enough 
to talk about 1 protecting" tbe Korean 
egsin*i the wiles of the foreign labor 
market. 

The Korean phi prink: r*ll* 

f nr imcnctlSrttc aAteuliota while mmtifl 

may cat out the heart unnoticed.” It 
H«Dii to u« that there it Home each cis- 
proportion uiaalfent in Japan's anxiety 
about the welfare of the Korean people. 
W* 'are prepared to give chapter aud 
verse for every one of the form* of op¬ 
pression mentioned above. We have 
been Lakeu to Uek lor Baying that the 
Japanese, torture Koreans. Well, we 
would hardly h*v« claimed tbi* if we 
had hot had d*ta at h»nd to prove it. 
About Jane mt a eunuch nsmr.d Kim 
Kyu *un was odted aud taken to -.he 
Police headquarter*. He was taken In 
hood by a Japanese policeman aud a J*p- 
ineee police captain who beat him *ad 
kicked him brutally in tbe cuuioe of his 
examination. He was brought oat web 
day for about a week and beaten by the 
Japanese in tb«k sttetupta toget inform¬ 
ation out of h:tn in conneclioo, we be¬ 
lieve, with the uprising in the south. 
Thi* man had not been condemned ud 
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roow that 1 avi the golden eflg* 

Tha Korean Emigrant Protac¬ 
tion Law. 

These Is something pathetic In toe 
v-m Japau Is providing -'protection" for 
Koreans where no prutecliou is required. 
Ho one has beird tbat Koreans bsv« 
suffered because they went abroad to 
work. They cake very satisfactory 
woikuieu and ic llswaii are considered 
by many tobe Bitch superior to Japanese. 
No one would deny that the government 
r.buuId exercise a certain oversight over 
emigration hut these laws seem to :« 
simply putting ob»tac1es in tbe way of 
emigration rather than helping the Ko¬ 
rean to gain an honest livelihood in the 
labor markrt abroad. Th« Korean baa 
as much right to go abroad and work aa 
has tbe Japanese but these laws practi¬ 
cally prohibit this, it may be that fiee 
emigration would resalt iD individual 
cases of hardship but why not beginwt 
points Where Ihe Koreau. ready nerds 
protection ? To bold a man down by 
the throat while you rifle bis pocket* 
aud at the asms time give him a dose of 
quiuiue fur fear he will catch cold dar- 
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tail treatment ni oo.biug le*» (bin 
»'«g*:rr. 

kB forthe emigration lawa one ii almont 
foiccd to believe that acccr&afut Korean 
competition with Japanese labor in 
Hawaii ban much lu <lu with then* allio- 
gent regulations. We do uot affir in this 
bdl the face nf luch competition combin¬ 
ed with the further /act that all uncalled 
refjiui* lo Korea. So far. have looked to 
tbe aole benefit ol the Japanese \hem- 
lelrea make it look very moch aaif more 
thin mere protection of the Korean were 
involved. 

Export Outlet. 

The decision of the ruling power in 
Keren to revise the cnaloiui regulation* 
by dropping all export duty on rice ii 
th« laird reform effected in the Penln- 
tnla, and aa auch aliontd ba recorded. It 
ii proper to auquite vliat the cauac of 
this more may be and whom it will 
benefit. 

The export trade of Korea la almost 
entirely in the hands of the Japanese. 
Tbs Koreua have so email a share In it 
as to be practically a negligible quantity. 
In the second place ttsrc is ntvar any 
difficulty iu disponing oiall tba surplus 
rice even wheu the export duty lain 
force. So this scheme could not have 
been pu«be«l In the intercut* of tbs Ko¬ 
rean people except on the theory Ihst 
tbr Korean producer will receive so ad¬ 
vanced price foe his grain because of the 
ramoval of th« arport duty. No on*, 
who knows anything about the methods 
in vogue in Korea will imagine that any 
Korean will rehp this idvauUge. The 
govern men! line* tbi* amount of revenue 
eni haa to make np hpjc where else, 
The btuntofltmuitfallapon the farmer. 
For every dollar that the government 
received from the expert duty it moat 
charge the farmer two dollars, for in the 
the cnatoma there it practically no 
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'•leakage'’ in transit while to collect the 
same amount from the farmer a wide 
margin most be left lor ’•collecting 
Ttii* seems to us loo pUin a fact to need 
further elucidation. But even so the 
Korean fanner will receive no part of 
the inersmout of valor resulting from 
the removal of export doty. He know* 
nothing about the rice market in Japan 
B« what U a fatr.price lor U «9 goods In 
tbe summer time theageutof the J-p- 
aeeae exporter goes iato the country 
acd bnys the standing crop at the min¬ 
imum piice. a ptice still further dimin¬ 
ished from the (act 1'iat the money ia 
paid in advance. But does the purchaser 
abare with the Korean the danger of B 
failure ol the crop? Not at all. Ha 
takes the deed of tbe rite field aa securi¬ 
ty for bia money and If the crop fails 0« 
docs not conic up to the estimate he 
tries tbe land and tbe Korean looea 
everything. Itow the Korean can he »o 
fooliih as to rno this terrible risk it is 
bud to explain except on the general 
pnnciple that the Korean thinks he h«s 
gained something by baring > few dot- 
lata in hood a fow months bcfoie he ha* 
tugive an oquitulsut. Of course tbi* I* 
all suicidal—for^tfie Korean. The Jap- 
aoeae have sjiivodel farm in Churgchong 
province. It Heaon tout bIOcb of one of 
the main native thoroughfares -lul tk*j 
d» not aliom a sm/>U Rprraa to fravtl 
tAis toad whttt it /Mini tArou/A thf 
/arm. Even an American gentleman, a 
few months ago, thought it better to 

make ■ wide d«*nnr Vil'h III* K Allan at. 

tendant rather than ran the risk of being 
auaalted. Well, wa would euggest that 
the I a pon pie authoritiia open up this 
public road again and tutead of making 
model farms for Koreans who know aa 
ranch abont forming aa tlio Japauesc 
themsclvea, start a campaign ol educa- 
tlcn among Korean farmers to tesCll 
them the foolishness of mortgaging their 
crop* and running the risk of losing 
safininm rrorr 
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f very tiling, Csu the gentle rraikv Id- 
■8* n * the JapaciM authorities ofltrlig 
the Kmean fumri each helpfol advice 
•a lbi■ against tba mIGbU Interacts of 
the flharka who inJeal the interior intent 
npon reaping n-enno* profit* with no 

ii»k to tbeiUBelveaf 

No. there ii one and only one explana¬ 
tion for tbia reoiBval of export doty. It 
will benefit the Japanese exporter who 
will put this tnoeey In. hia own pocket 
instead of payug It aver to the Koretu 
govern meat, If the government for thie 
together with other fMaona. 6nd« itaalf 
unable to make and* meet, it can borrow 
from Japan it Bi or seven per ctnl.. 
receiving about <fl% ot the face ralne of 
the loan ] 

The Chief Cammisuouer of custom* 
readily cooaeatci to the proposition lo 
do away with the export doty. w* 
wonder what J. McLeavy Brown would 
haTe aeld if he bad been approached M 
regard to anth a scheme. It is oot hard 
togneM. He alniggled with might and 
main to keep the country out of deb:, 
and aacceeded. Some day, if tham in 
any each thing u juatice, the Koreans 
will tirvl a uuajtMOt to that man and 
aathey look upon it they will will wond¬ 
er how they ever coaid have been » 
foolish aa to hamper him In bia work. 

Th« Pyongyang Land Case. 

Tlie pcpplt of Py«ig-y*n* who have 
bt*n treated flO uijqftlj by tile Japanese 
tttm determined to Imf« bo stone ns- 
tarned in their st^inpt lo seenre justice 
or «t least some mitigutioo of lb«ir un- 
Torluuat* condition. 

For Ibe third tine otvw they have seat 
representatives ta fteool to Uy their 
m lev auw*a before tne sathoritieia A'hew 
weti ore here now sud the following are 
some of the poper» which they presaq; 
in^vindication of their cause. Tfaty.firvt 
quote the agreement between Gan. Has. 
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egnwa and the Korean Home Minister 
Yl Cbi-yong os Joly »j, 1906 in which 
the Japamst promised to give back Ibe 
l-nd, naed for military purpose*, as booh 
■a It wsj no longer needed, bnt Koisa 
»«i made to gnaraolee that in caae the 
land ia given lock ahe will no I only Rive 
back the Yxa.uuo paid by Japan but a!ao 
raitnborae her for the coet ol all boiid- 
iaga ox other expenditures ou the land. 
If any property baa to be bought from 
foreigner the Korean Government dust 
cover the tnul cipenae. 

Oa October 18 . 1905. »"otlw -Rr.-- 
menl of a similar nature >u obtalerd 
from Korea. More land waa needed fx 
military occupation and Japan turned 
over to tba Korean Govcramenl i59,ox» 
yen, bait with the stipulation that when 
Ibe japaoeac uo longer needed Ibe laid 
and abould tain it over again to the K> 
rran linverumeBt the lalUi tnual pay 
bock oil the 359,coo yen together with all 
the coal of buildings, carta and other ex¬ 
penditures by the Japanese. 

Tbeaa petitioners allege that in July, 
> 9 °S. Japan Maktd out laud at Vongsas, 
Pyeng-yang and Wlju, and announced 

that this would be needed, and addtd 

that It Unit be giren by Augual 5lh nr It 
would be taken any way. (1) Land, ac¬ 
cording to survey at Yongaan, Pyeng- 
yang end Wiju to be turned over to Jap¬ 
an. (a) Yaoo.ooo to be given by Japan 
oot aa price of land bnt coat of removal. 
( 3 ) If thcraloonydifEcalyabout fnrrjtag 
thla through, Koran to amurar the re¬ 
sponsibility. 

Such waa the basis upon which Japan 
proceeded io settling aoldiers in Korea. 
PRTlUOW OF TU8 PflOFLB OF I 1 VINO 
VAKOTOIHX HOHK DbpaxtWBNF 
Apair. 1906 

“The People ol Sooth Pyeogan Prov¬ 
ince, City of Pyeng-yang, rcmdenUoI the . 
Wtnmg (ootalde of wall) rep,esenled by 
three gentlemen, Yang S&o-jo, Whang 
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Stk-whan and Whang Seucg-yDn, bera- 
by respectfully prtltloi:— 

"When, in October 1905, tbe Jepauesrf 
Military authorities demanded tbe pro¬ 
perty in the vicinity erf I’yeag yang we 
•ent a Committee to Seeu) to ut whether 
IIS* wai a waatan seizure ot oar proper¬ 
ty or whether oar goTeronier.t wa» back 
ol It all. We were Informed by the Home 
Minister that the Japaueni needed the 
land temporarily, IhtL the Japanese 
wuuld p»y the coal ol lamoval and <4 the 
growing crops, that wbrn the war waa 

Oi« «iad Japan and Dmaia made peace 

(It land would be giieo hack, that we 
nre<l have no fear at all. The Korea n 
p topic genet a lly said that JsHin w ould 
nut lie abou t su c h a ib i gg as t liis and 
would keep hrrproniisra. So we acqut- 
rictd ia the nrrcngrme it aaa dire neces¬ 
sity. In thi*forced removal. this Lear jug 
op of home*, this displacement sn<l dis- 
organisation of the itdu.tries and the 
P- -Iin of livelihood of thouaanda of peo¬ 
ple there waa extreme suffering. The 
p-ttanca given each boose owner aa coat 
of removal waa practically nothing aa 
ctmporcd with tha sacrifico tbe people 
bid to make. 

"Already in 1904. ajt.coo /lube (yjfi.- 
<xo aq. yards) of land had been requi¬ 
sitioned for a railway union. One hund¬ 
red and eight houses wrre turn down and 
removed at a terrible coat of hardship 
aid suffering. Batin Febraary 1905the 
i»ll—-j Joi»siidvJ /*ubv.{t 3SU,- 

OOO sq- yards) mure of land and TOO more 
ban see were razed, among them many qf 
tlcar that had already beta removed 
once. Tba suffering at this time visa 
greater even than before. Land woaao 
scarce that there waa only an average of 
i.*oo hub* <s.ooo aq. ysrda) to support 
nil or oavau people. [This is len than 
tvotbbdaof an acre], Thus suddenly 
to deprive the people of a large tract of 
fenn land could not bat inflict enormous 
svfferiug. 

L'lqmzeo by 


1 

"It was in October 1903 that Japanese 
soldiers began eonrinj back front the 
north. They borrowed or took Korean 
l>:ut«e on every side. Forced their way 
iito Korean houses and seized all unoc¬ 
cupied space crowded the occupants of 
the bouses into the smallest possible 
space and appropriated the major'part 
d the house. They mid they would go 
Id April. Kot this otenpuncy the Ko- 
rmui were paid nothing. In this in. 
stance also the KPromts put fa ith in tbe 
promiles of the Japanete. ftelieving that 

tlivc-a promt.<J would hs Vcpl and that 

tlsali laude oud bou’.fa wuuld be Riven 
tuck In tbe Spriog lbs people made alt 
preparation lor palling in tlieir «eeda. 
They prepared their implements and 
bought seed to sow. But when Spring 
came not only did the Jupanese not get 
<X)t of tus buuari which they hod forced 
tbe Koreans to share with them but they 
■ dually drove out the owners and stole 
the honsea There were eighteen houses 
where tbe owners were driven out hy 
their 'gneata.’ and Is acutes of other cases 
the owners were threatened with oelzure 
of their buuoes if they objected to the 
continued imposition. Not only were tbe 
fields not giveo hark but more soldiers 
esme and seized more land for train- 
isg grounds, etc., and the people who 
bid waited patiently to he able to plant 
their fields were in deqvair. Hut there 
was no redress except through the an 
ttauiitlcs al Seoul. Ho the appeal was 
made last April. On May bib llie Home 
Minister replied that sa the people had 
been scattered and were suffering it wo» 
a very uafortunate slat* of things and 
that he would immediately consult with 
tha Japanese and have it remedied. 
These were good woidi but the pi OUlise 
either was not carried out or else tbe 
Jipanesc were deaf to uur entreaties, for 
nothing came of it." 

On July 19th, lp^.the same three man 
uere tent to Seoul to the Japan can au- 
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thorHiee dtrccl. Tliey saf that seres or 
tlghl thousand people st Pyfng-ysdg ore 
tvw iuUtnoR talcuidy became of the 
ezaclioiiv ci the Japanese. They hare 
beard that all hot 60.O00 Intbo of the land 
Is to be given hack to the Koreans sad 
they are rejoiced. They have contc wl_b 
a wrrlully wurked oat otsp of the sec¬ 
tion o( lsa<l lurolred stid they are wait, 
itig to be of *«y pr*wible aerrire ia flat¬ 
ting the land back bo these tbousandoof 
Koreans may no: starve. They appeal 
to the Resideol Baying that ■» be hw 
mine to govern and help the Korean 
people lie ebon Id be ewen more soliriioua 
of the Interests of tbe Korea people 
than of the Jopatese thsiuaelve*, became 
tbe difficulties that lbs Rqraaos l.tor 
under ore greater Iliad tbo*« of the Jap¬ 
anese. They describe graphically the 
sufferings of tbe people at Pyongyang 
soil declare that earthquake pestilence 
or war would Hf easier to bear, became 
such things coma to an end while the 
present evils *eeu to stay. The foilow- 
iug list of lands, booses, etc., i" append¬ 
ed. We give merely the satninai?. 

Houses requisitioned 195a, of which 
(yi bate been turn down While tbe 
malndrr atilt are In the Koreans' hauls 
but forcibly shared hy Japanese aoldier*. 

Lands requisitioned 3.400,380 OrAs 
(7},6 :»i. 4 jo sq. yards or over 4vj aq.' 
miles). Of this 1.064,4*0 Uubo bas hero 
taken by railway, *>>,<#0 isabo by sd- 
rllers. and 8<S.*»o Mira for railway. The 
rest ia still in the hands of the people. 

This is a description of oaly one of \he 
three main centers where mormon 
tracts of laod were reqoiailioocd. To 
attempt tn rtefeid the oeirere of nearly 
four square mile* of land at one place for 
a railway station and soldiers quarters i* 
Impossible. Oos eighth of that woald 
have heen amply sufficient far both pur¬ 
poses. 

Then again, the petitioners again call 
attention to the faht that the Korean 

3ilKM by Google 


government guirwtccd to pay back ill 
tb« money givtn by Japa&tM'for tha ft* 
taoval of the Kcxe*« booaea and alio to 
Pay for *11 building*, c*rU, etfi., etc., «t 
their full esiat. The Japaneae Roverhmmt 
apparently propose* to throw on to the 
aticutifcca o( Koitaa iMUujwy of tocnfct* 
down barracks. worn out cart*, and a 
thno«*nd and one other reitdu* of war 
at Lheir original coat. 

We shall be pleased to see the bill that 
thay put in for these things. 

L*YK*. The represeotalivee went 10 
the Ke*iit«-nt Deueral's office lu prevent 
their petition tut after some time of 
waiting they were told that «ht Resident 
could not be see a. that be bad nothlsg 
to do with the matter, that it must >« 
attended to at the Home Office. TLa 
representatives replied that as It was 
Japanese Iroojw that were causing tae 
suffering they did not see how the Home 
Office Could remedy it nor how the Re- 
eldest could ignore the matter ami cloin 
freedom frum responsibility ; acd they 
added that If Korean people who hid 
been grievously lujuted were lobe bard* 
led back and forlh between the Residen¬ 
cy .11,1 Stic Home Office .linn coutit the 
people believe ar Where were they to 
look for redress? They were told that 
the Home Office Itad charge of the whfle 
matter of attending to the needs ol the 
people and that they most address that 
office. The representative* of the people 
thee asked whither In case Japanese 
troops act illegally and lujnra the people 
Ilia Japanese authorities wets going to 
pay no attention to It. To this they 
received the same answer, that they 
must do everything through the Hone 
Office- The representatives then said 
"la te possible that Japan haa taken 
control of everything else in Korea ex¬ 
cept tbe welfare nf the common people *" 
Tbe answer to (tie waa that the Japanese 
Resident could be approached by the 
common people only through tbs Hums 
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Ofice. Tbe representatives replied that 
tbs. to use » figure of speech. waa as if 
■ Korean should tall into the water and 
ttbile drowning should call to the only 
beat in sight, a Japanese boat, and the 
compacts ol the latter ihould reply that 
lid dual calk lu a Kui'm I’Oat io help 
hi si. The Japanese replied that it made 
□o difference what the representative* 
said, their case would b« attended to 
only by the Home Office. This elusad 
the cun venation and the representative* 
went to the Home Office again and nia 
♦hit tbs Hams Uinistai must taka tha 
mi tier up 0( else the Japanese govern* 
mtnt would. not move ir the caae. The 
Minister made voluble prnmiaee to re* 
pment the case to the Japanese aulhori- 
ties. The petitioner* ashed to he inform¬ 
ed whan tile Home Office represented 
111 * Casa to 111* Japanase. foe if an answer 
w»* not speedily forthcoming they would 
agiin appeal to the Kesrieul who could 
nc longer make encaas that the matter 
hod not been. taken up by the Home 
Oflee. 

It ia plain that these men are deter¬ 
mined to get some sort of an answer 
Ironi the Japanese ubou: tbis outrageous 
treatment of their constituency. Wa 
treat they will keep it it until thsy 
ahime the authorities irto taking action 
or else make them uncover and appear 
in their true character, and no longer 
pose as benefactors of the Korean 
paipla. 

Editorial Comment. 

One of our Seoul CuuLsmporarici,' the 
WnUy Prm. lias come uat with an 
editorial on "Korea"# Friends." We at* 
toll that they may be divided into two 
elsasei each of which tells the Korean 
pespla certain Ibluga. One elos* of 
frisuds tells them "that they should ac¬ 
cept the order of things which boa been 
Introduced as a logical and unavoidable 


. logical and uoavoii 
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coniequtQO# of the loir • war aod make 
the most ol the situation by a frank and 
straightforward co-operation with the 
reformatory eSort#of tbeir protectors." 
The other class of friends tells the Ko¬ 
reans. so it la aald, "that in tfaa near 
future there will appeal uiixhlf ••*roi« 
to liberate them from the yoke of tlieir 
present masters." and these friend# 
"poiaoB the minds of tbc Korean* by all 
aorta of Insinuations, argummla. stories 
and what nut," 

Sow the Kouaa R*vi«w claims some 
modest degrte of friaolahip for the Ko¬ 
rean people bat we rsfust to b# put la 
either of Uieae arbitrary classes. We 
cmuoot join with the first class because 
the ao-called "‘reformstory effort*" of 
Ihe "protectors" aro not *och that tbe 
Koreans can possibly have any sympathy 
with them. There Is do justice foT the 
Koteau today. Wa Lava always said 
that if the Japaueae weald k* to it that 
the people get cven*baided justice they 
would gain tbe co-operslion and Iriend- 
iblp of the Koreans. What I* the situa¬ 
tion today f Thejapaneie are responsible 
for the admlnttratlon o' tbe government 
lu tire provinces iaa nmcb a* in gcinil, 
bat we are just now in receipt of a letter 
from an intelligent aod observant cor- 
isipondeut ia the ajuth who aays i 
.'"'/lie Korean prefects txrolioue to fleece 
tbe people ol thousands, on one pretest 
or another, and are all u contemptible a 
net of rascals an one could imagine. 
Hundred* of instances come under our 
observation of tbe collection of illegal 
sums of money by these fellow*. They 
do.not lift a hand to protect the people 
from any harpy that comes along, Ko¬ 
ran) or Japanese. So far as I con oaa it 
would be a blessing if every Korean of¬ 
ficial iu the country were superceded by 
someone with a little back-hone and a 
glimmering idea of what government ia. 

I do not envy the Japanese the job they 
bare undertaken, and believe tbc more 
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impetuous American would adopt lar 
more drastic diuoin If ha wirt la the 
position *1 tli» Japanese." 

He bits Ibe mil exactly on (he bead. 
The American would adopt more drastic 
meanoreg hot they would be along (he 
line of claiming nji a mtran adininisi-m. 
tioo and thereby paining the thanks of 
the people ratLer than in using op bia 
energy in inskirg emigration Jaws md 
mining regulation*. Onr correspondent 
dobhta the advisability of our attacking 
Japan's policy here, bet from Ms own 
thawing (he J&nlUm of Japan's energies 
in this peninsula la ell wrong. This is 
what we oppoae and we reaffirm onr 
position, that nrtil Japan slope playing 
siound the edyes of tha qasslion sad 
Attacks it at tie canter no Rotten can 
possibly follow the advice pi oar coo- 
temporary's firal clean of friend*- Wh** 
•iuglw lofiwni aayct aUcoiplcd could Uic 
Koreans boutiiy co-oper»te In? Let 
nonimpe answer, Will it be the Iran 
of 10,0X1,OX! yen, part of which la to be 
used In making waterworks for Chemul¬ 
po, a to no that is almost wholly Japan¬ 
ese? Will itbeihsramovalof the export 
duty cm rioa wlilcb will daplatw tha na¬ 
tional treasury for the benefit of Jnpan- 
eaa exporters? Will it be the permission 
to Japanese adventure™ to osefrao the 
coon try by thoqsanda contfary to tresty 
obligations and to the direct detriment 
of Korean private Interests ? Will it he 
the re fatal to allow Koreans to go abroad 
to earn an boisol living in the world’s 
labor markets? Of what consequence 
is Korean emigration compared with the 
state of things described by onr cor¬ 
respondent in the sooth ? Instead of 
making periodical raids upon tha palace 
on lbs chance of rounding Up auoie per¬ 
sonal IrivuO of Itac King why nut make 
a raid or two oa the Homs Office sad 
stake the Minister call a few score of (be 
prefectnral governors »nd prefects to 
accoaot for thrlr hideous mismanage. 


»Google 


meet of affairs. Hut yon aay this take* 
time. Certainly. but even as we write 
this news comes that the Ilome Minister 
bat Just appointed a new batch of oein- 
tiy officials from among bis own rile* 
Uves and henchmen. Does this indicate 
that the Japanese are using iny pTeesn- 
Hons to pra*ast the appointment of In¬ 
experienced or •sola! officials? If thue 
is any offioe where an adviser ■■ needed 
and whfre careful sciatic y of every of- 
fipriwl act Is required it is iu the Honre 
yffice. What (KQsIble Korean can make 
fr|euda with aocb criminal neglect of 
tha first Interest* of the Korean people ? 

But wa ara still further from the M 
cood class. We have never attempted to 
p«ieon the minds of tlie people by argu¬ 
men ts, insinust.ocs. etc ■ we have never 
told the p coplt that iu t he nea r fa lure n 
mighty savior would .#ppear. to liter He 
tiicui Wa («H 

the Korean* to? educate themselves In 
ordef to preserve fbesa-wWtf lenguagJ'sod 
Rational' I de n tliy. ^""?Ve*teil themSo ftn- 
def thrmerReV fit for responsible posi¬ 
tions and shame the Japanese into clon¬ 
ing out the Angtaa Stables. W« bsva 
always held that Korea nerd* a strong 
band upon her for n time bat nh» needa 
that strong hand on her collar and cot in 
her pocket. Tt*t is, for her benefit sad 
not merely for the benefit of her master. 

So it appears opr este em ed contempor¬ 
ary wl)l hpv« to add one more to bla list 
0 f Korea's friends, namely thorn who 
sue deUrnsiu*d to hold up to the public 
gate the fact* i" regard to Japanese 
management of Korea In the hope fiat 
in time Japan will get right down to 
’.holiness and carry out some of the grand 
propositions published from Tokyo and 
which tend to make the world believe 
(bat Japan bunmt intwsit In the wel¬ 
fare of the Korean people. It will taka a 
few Morrisons, and McKeniiea. sad 
Millards tO do this, t>qt K if swe to 
come provided Japan baa >» her the 
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aUllty to learn how tc handle an alien 
peiple. There Is do uk in despairing of 
the, however dark the prospect Is, We 
caafcsa them am reasonable double but 
while there le Life there la hope. 

'Ve would call llie rilinllim of ibe 

rcidera o i tbii iflagailne to the fact that 
the name of Pak Yonj who should not 
have been {Deluded in Ihe llet of the Em¬ 
peror 'i personal fr lauds who were seized 
and Imprisoned by the Japanese. In Lhe 
Imt iiaae of the Jirvuw hli name was 
lliren «• one nf the imprisoned men. We 
will also mlj that the matter of the abuse 
of Koreans, after arreil bat before Ben- 
teicc haa been passed, tea been called In 
question. In onr neati*aue we shall ba 
prepared to jive the aporifie roaooiia up¬ 
on which the charge ww based. Mean¬ 
while we will sa y I list the charge of 
having ill-treated the eunuch at the 
police headquarter* haa been denied. 
New we received the information In re¬ 
gard to this fact from source# which we 
believe to be wholly reliable bnt we shall 
verify it again sod if we ere found to he 
in error we shall tuty so. We nnderstand 
very weU that in the pieaent temper of 
the Koreans toward the Japanese they 
are very likely to nsaks extreme etate- 
mrnti, but In this inatacca our Infurma- 
tico came from a man who has lived 
xzuay yt*ri in America, who koows the 
difference between truth And rumor, and 

word wt will wccepl with mm com 

pi tic confidence y that at any foreigner 
in car acqaiisunce. However, y ve 
*ay, the matter will be again Inquired in¬ 
to with care. We are the very farthest 
remove from any dteirt or necessity to 
exaggerate any case or in stance of Jap¬ 
anese oppression in KorM. The world 
is beginning to ascertain the facta, aa la 
shown by the atatemcDta of the Tt’mu 
wllcb warn* the Japanese that the treat- 
rntnt of Korea aa a Cuuqunred people 
will alienate the aywpa'.hy of dhe west. 

c, g ,t^db> Goi ^le 


We rejoice in every indication which 
paints toward a desire aud rtatermloa- 
tion on the part or J.pau to do the fab- 
tiring by the Korean people. At the pre¬ 
sent time these Indications be almost 
aulely )o Ihe realm of promise rather 
than actual nocomplJainieot. We be- 
lieva Il»t (be beat Japanese, among 
whom we connt the present Resident 
General, desire to dsat fairly by tha 
Korean but we also believe that such 
powerful prenuri is brought to bear np- 
os the present adminiitralion by those 

who Afk Itlfnrnctsd in «*lfi«l» a^granrlio*- 

u lent that these good intentionsarc large¬ 
ly thwarted. We earnsslly solicit from 
asy source whatever iifortuatiou which 
will tend to prove that the Japauea* 
authorities are Healing the Koreans aa 
gtnnloe friends. And wc furthermore 
dtdare that if there is the opinion 
amoug thuae interested in Korea that we 
purposely pick ont ostailable points in 
Japan's policy here to the exclusion of 
the good points such opinion it a grave 
mistake, tf some one will test this by 
eroding to aa for publication a plea Id 
J apan's favor as touching her manage¬ 
ment of Korean affaire we shall consider 
Ita greet favor. Slncethe Grit of June 
w« have talked with many people who 
an acquainted with tho actual state of 
things ID Seoul sod is the interior aud 
we have been able to elicit no jvutiloca¬ 
tion of tbe main points of Japan's policy 
In KarMi. W» Sn not SonKl Ihol 
ire those who tbovoughly sympathise In 
all Jspan boa done here,buf It tee noth¬ 
ing of it in tbcforeiga press of the Far 
E*«t from the pen ufthose who are here 
oe the ground. Whtt excuse, for iu- 
slance, haa been made for Japan's failure 
to exercise strict oversight of tha pm son- 
al qualification■ of candidates for prefoc- 
loral and gubernatorial poll Lions in the 
Interior, and to Indict swift punishment 
and dUgraCa for molfeosance iD theac 
most important poeltieiisf Thl« is hut 
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one case. We have cited many more in 
previous pn^e* of thin issue. There seems 
to be no one who can God reasonable 
excuse for these tbiug*. The upholders 
of Japin'* came ircm to be such by 
virtue of a gsutial policy to uphold 
Japan iu her work. or »e)f-<le>elopuieot 
without any deaire to go into particulars. 
Their strongest argument, If argument it 
may be called, is a complete contempt 
of the Korean rltlier as to bis desire oc 
hi* elrility to do anything toward self- 
improvetient. Tli* teems. in their eye*, 
to justify Japan in roerrthH Ut «hr his 
doLa-Tieter^aian _ la strong. virile, 
aggressive ; Kcces is weak. IgnoiAnCcoa. 
aeivative ; therelotr Lite preacut state of 
things Is justified and any niau who 
raises bia voice to protest that even 
wenc, igooradt and conservative people 
have some inalterable lights, is a fool If 
not worse ! 

Wc make the foilowlug definite en¬ 
gagement with the reader* of this 
magazine Every statement thnt »e 
hear or sec which justifies or attempts to 
justify any apecllc act of the Japan vie 
regime in Korea will receive iusUut at¬ 
tention, aud will be publiabcd iu ("II in 
these page*. evt* 1 Hough iuih ttoUnuxt 
it ancnymc'M. This is contrary to jour, 
imli-tiv usage but so desirous are we to 
see both sjdat lalily r.eBLCatnted that *e 
consider such deviation trow ordinary 
custom justified. 

The Japanese in the North. 

To those who fancy that the criticism 
of Japanese actioaa in Korea la only CD 
the part of a fcWaorcheads" and cranks 
w« commend tkc following quotation 
from the auuual report of an American 
missionary iu the north who has lied un¬ 
der hi* sole eat* 11,^43 native Christ- 
isn*. forty-five boys’ schools and eleven 

V girls' schools ; wfco b«* daring a single 
year baptized^ ,0*7 Koreans and bag hid 
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all the husineM of the station to attend 
to besides looking after the native 
churches iu seventy-eight localities. We 
submit that such a man lies had no liisa 
to brood over the situation or get morbil 
about it. He sat s :— 

“The woi.l 'oppiCMioo* b*» liecu vo 
every Korean tongue many times of late. 
It would wke too long to enumerate all 
the evils that ire carried on under tke 
□ante of Japanese occupaucy. but a few 
ought to be mentioned. The seizure uf 
Korean property without, compensation 
atitt goes on unstated. This i*particular¬ 
ly true 0/ the railroad which It constant¬ 
ly making change* in Its course Invok¬ 
ing the seizure of a new right of way and 
the consequent ejection of a new set of 
Korean proprietors from their houms 
end lauds.” 

"Another example la the forestry coi- 
ceeslon, the object of which seems to be 
the cutting of every slick of standing 
timber larger thsn a walking catte and 
the entire monopoly of all the lumber 
produced in Korea. Not only the big 
lumbermen up the Yolo have loat hasti¬ 
ly but the aniall proprietors of wooded 
grit ve Mile:* or otLer pieces o t timber land 
have found themselves unable to protect 
their property. Many of these h ave re¬ 
sorted to the expedient of pccsenticg 
their tftuber lo tl« Church In order to 
save it from the J*pcmr*«. As eighteen 
new churches hare tj«en built and twenty 
seven old one* enlarged during lh* year, 
the lumber was very acceptable, but its 
protection bae ccsl very heavily in worry 
and American blaff." 

"Forced labor Mill coutluues us uiaty 
places, but the stand made by the Chriil- 
ians has compelled tlie Japanese to p*v 
wages in the greater part of the province. 
In the districts where the Christians are 
In the majority the laborer* organized 
and refused to work without pay. There 
were beating* and outrages galore bat 
the Korean* gradually won the day *sd 
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m» the vanquisher* ol Russia appear to 
he vanquished by the infant church of 
North Pycng An Do." 

All of Ibia goes |o alow what? T&M 
Horen is being espluitcd for the solp 
benefit of the Japanes* wltliopt a thought 
for the welfare of the lipiaaua. 

When a Russian timber coqcea*ion on 
the Vain called forth such a aturip of 
protest from the Japanese and ulhri* a* 
well, who dreamed that before the 
echoes of war bad died away tba Japan- 
ft* wonld be outdoing tpe Muscovite In 
bia rapacity apd be malting (he Russian 
l<ok white py comparison? That the 
JapancH should go alxjat stealing tha 
lumber from grave sdea la enough to 
rmkt a Very phlegmatic man's tdop4 Tin 
faster. It is an outrage that no future 
ecologies of Japan ran ever make right. 
It la an exhibilloa of the actual as con- 
timaii-A with lb*» advertised character "* 
tie Japanese. How sweetly all this 
Chimes in with Baron Kapeko's aasag 
statement to the Xmer ratp- p a npl a th a t 
tlejapaiieflf govern limit wonra not eq- 
coqifgc the Japaiitea lo uiti ~wlth |he 
Koreans mneb hut that they ibijuTd cop. 
aider the Koreans a lower race. Mean¬ 
while Koreans ara'twtldipg Christian 
churches to a*yc their limber from being 
»m|en by the representatives of this 
higher race 1 All *e afk ia that the world 
should once fairly get at the facia and 
tk«n wa shall hara go feara for the fu- 
tsra. 

Another thing that this quotation 
isacUsa is that If Koreans will rafupa to 
become the seifs of Japan there is a point 
u! Dompulskin beyond which even the 
Jtpanaaa dare not go. They will stop 
slprl of killing off the population of Ko¬ 
rea though many a man may bp beaten 
and crippled in the prpees*. We never 
have advised the Korean to armed repri- 
■ala nor do we do aa now, but be c*n 
stand and rein** to b* bullltd Info slave 
lsbo«. 
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The taport from wb'ch at quota was 
pal written for the porpoae of showing 
op the Japanese but only to describe the 
actual conditions podcr which missionary 
work it done in tba norib today. Tha 
piatnonary baa ru intention to work 
8 K»iP»t the Japaneseiu anr way but be 
Us tbf fullest right to make known, to 
the people who stand hack of him and 
fe« work, tha disabilities order which 
|bat wmk Ilea. Wa nwh that every Ab- 
etican citizen in tha world might read 
and digest tbU rapurl. It in tba uiao on 
the apot who knows the facts. 

Korea'* Internal Affair*. 

The only criticism n>vd' of our charges 
aga|nat Japap fo? not cleaning «p the 
ordinary internal ad mini sirs -.ion in Ko¬ 
rea has been a verbal cue and cities the 
f*v» that in the ao called treaty of lovt 
Novrpibct J»p»a engaged not to interfere 
la tha| part of the government. Any 
alleged attempt on tbe pail of Japau to 
live pp to any of her promise* to Korea 
is woithy o] aeiioua attention. Bui here 
wa aiMl tha npceaaily of dafiuing terms, 
and definition la uoc ul the most dlllicult 
feataip gpver«t°>ept where all Inoctioos 
C* the ndminisbailon react upon each 
ether a# truly aa do the member* of an 
eeganlc physical body. What do we 
rqe»a by ipternttl affair* f Do we mean 
for one thing the appointment of the 
paraonnal of th« admisiatrationf If »o 
wa aza quit* cognizant of tha fact that 
the Ministers of Stale, sud through them 
the whole officiary, bold their place* by 
the sanction and consent of the Japanese, 
if one of tbeot aayaordoe*any»hing that 
U «t all Inimical to the Interests of the 
Jspaneae he i» gotten rid of In a hurry. 
Dpce anyone suppose ibal Yl Cbi-joag 
or Yi Kenn-tak or pny of llier Ilk are 
fattening on Kora* and wrangling oyer 
tUs government p»lt ouege without the 
full consent of tbpjapsneee quthocitiaa? 
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Here ft with a strong band. Now there wwiW 


Soch would bee woful mistake, 
in [hr Crux of (he aitaation. I* J»tbo 
| responsible for tbe hldeoas travesty of 
government which the common pecpla 
of Korea are groaning nnder today? We 
1 see no poisible answer to tbia question 
hot ao affirmative one. We are drjveo 
to the reluctant codcIdbIod that the Jap- 
ansae iorraw the difficulties in the ni; 
of annexing Keren Bed becoming respon¬ 
sible for eveiytiiug and therefore took 
•he’.ter under the promise of non-inter, 
ferance in domestic affairs while iotwid- 
lug all tbc while u> bare all the airings 
in their bauds and control every thing. 
It waa the world-old dtMre to get the 
chestnuts without the risk of homing 
their own fingers. It was the “indirect 1 ' 
method a* distinguished from the "dl 
rect." Japan controls the fiuanera, the 
various line* ol cmBitiuoicalione. tbe 
police, and yet she ia Mid to leave aome 
freedom in intrmal affairs. One mi$ht 
• aa well cot off the liter, the lungs and 
the brains from connection with the 
heart end stomach and then tell theae 
two orgnos to peiform their functions aa 
nsual. No, tie hard fact, the fact from 
which there is ao escape Is that Japan 
Hue taken too much to avoid responsibil¬ 
ity and too little to glee herself Use 
chance to carry oet her promisee to the 
world that abe would see to it that Korea 
la governed In so enlightened way. The 
forced compact of last November was 
worac than a cilme. It wai a blunder; far 
it committed Japan tn a course of action 
that was outside the limits of rations 
pwdbility. It made ber an inespomible 
dictat01. 

From certain point" of siew we caaoot 
help synipathiring wilh the military fac¬ 
tion among lh» Japanese. They appar¬ 
ently wanted to jump in with both feet 
with a frank avowal of thsir intention to 
absorb Korea, jinks no bonssof It, have 
r.xcnsea and ptoiuisr* to tile weak; in 
fine, pla^ths old berserker act and play 


have been something hoarmt in this, in 
spile uf Its brutality. 

A correspondent has juft written ns as 
follows- 'lelsa msn who has always 
stood up for fbe Japanese and who is try¬ 
ing desperately tv do so still. 

VT am oue woo thought the Japanese 
would ultimately make good.and tbo>gh 
1 am waiting for evidence I ammot ready 
yet to say it is too late. If the Japanese 
worked or believed in the direct method 
1 won Id fssl that they had been weighed 
Id Uie balances aad touud wealing. kat 
they practice the indirect, and aome uf 
their shortcomings, or those charged to 
them, am the fault of the rascals who 
even yet steal from the Koreans all they 
can. I ref« to native officials. Of COJiae 
tbeee officials. is you show are [vlrtoally 
—Ed. K. R 1 appointed or ndvlied by the 
Japanese. The only pmut yet reinaiaing 
In answer to your rtjoog and nnnnewer- 
ahle position is that after all, the time 
has beau short when the task and the 
material to be am-ked with, and 00, «r« 
considered. ' ' * My strongest 
complaint is that the Japanese do not 
take hold of things hrtuly enough. Tor 
instance the jail here la the same ‘black 
hula* and there has been no correction 
since tbe Japanese became paramount- 
The MagiKtrate, Kant-ni and Governor 
ate the same type aa of yore, thoaga it 
mast be said that squeezing Is not so 
|n violent." 

Tbia makes interesting reading and it 
is from the hand of a gentleman :bat 
would be glad to find a valid argument 
for the Japan ate. He cuts into the very 
heart of the matter when he says the Jap¬ 
anese do Hot tokt hold firmfr enough. 
Hut. friend, ihit lack of a firm hold is 
the very kerne! of their Polity, for it Is 
tbe only thing that makes it possible for 
them lo turn clean woaheti hands to tbe 
world and affirm that they are not iater- 
fering In the domestic affairs of Korea. 
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You >ay ih«y ubs tha indirect instead 0/ 
(be direct uiatbod, but Ibim weak hand 
thot yon complain of la part and pwrre) 
of the indirect policy which yon nay haa 
not hem given time enough. Do not 
coirplnin of it then butfW* it lime. You 
say tha magtHtrnte and Governor are not 
squeezing quite to much u tliry uaed to. 
la thia unconscirma iroay? For con- 
science sdke, man, what ie there left in 
squeeze? I/>ok about your own commun¬ 
ity ind mark the wan lor. diwuplinn of 
Korean homes, the alakcleSB thirst of the 
uon>pc>, and than tall ml wbstbar Ihe 
Governor would nut Luvn lu pul the 
sponge under bydruullc pressure to get 
anything; mare out ol It. 

TSe moat crying need cf Korea today 
■ fair government in the provinces. No 
tinkering with finance, or mines, or 
water-works or emigriitJcn will do any 
material good so long as the country Is 
guv'rnad by the clnso uf men nuw 
in udice. There is no sue acquaiuled 
with Koreao life who ia not awtue that 


brigandage Ia the gauge whicb measurer 
lb* quality of provincial govemuieut. II 
i« nrly when inch a gang aa the present 
prefects la kit loose upon ihe people that 
robters •■arm, and today the native 
picH ia crammed to its margins with re¬ 
ports of robber hand*. Sot one in ten 
of these men is a profewtonal criminal. 
They are driven to it hy ihe rapacity of 
the official*. The other day forty-revan 
of llitiu were caccuitc In Tuik u— 
FORTY-SEVEN—aud teday the Ken- 
deoiy Geueikl suggests thal aa all enlight¬ 
ened countries lutve atnlirhed capital 
punirbment Korea should do SO. Do not 
Ike rliamble* of TaiVu cry aloud for tb« 
abolthment of some other thir.gr firm? 
If Japan hail adopted aonn other rhan 
tho iudirect method thus fudy-seven 
men need not have been Idled. But bb 
I t is there will be killing and more killing 
aa fast as the people me driven to 
hrigondage. 
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Editorial Comment. 

TUB lOHTIIBK O T UOkltaKX. 

Oar promise of last month to puSlish 
anj thing llwit might he sent ub in 
defen.e or the Japan CM idglme haa Woe 
fruit in au inteickling correspondence 
with the office of the Resident Geueral 
in ragard tu the torture of Koreans hy 
th« Japuueae. 

A <bty« before the publication of 
the July issue of this magazine we 
received a courteous riqueat from the 
ll«tid<ocy lur. puiicukus aud mauics In 
connection with the charges we bad 
mate. We offered !■> do what wc could, 
siocc the attitude of the Reaidrucy was 
apparently that of a d«irc to right a 
wrong if wrong had bean done We be- 
gac looking into the case again but were 
unable to pat oar baud upon carlo) u 
special men whom we had seen before 
aud wbusc deposition it waa very 
deniable to obtain for the Residency. 

At last aa a sort of report of progrein 
we wrote the Residency saying that os 
yet we were not randy to report on the 
•pecific came mentioned la our Colamua 
hut would menu while icporl ou another 
ea*e that hod come under our notice. It 
waa the cbbc ol the eunuch Kim Kyn-ann 
who, aa we believed, had keen token first 
to the gendarmes 1 office and from there 
transferred to tba polite office. We 
•totedI aa appeared in Iha July issue ol 
tills magmuie, tliul this man bad beta 
h<«ten and otherwise jkiiabaudlrd b y u 
Japanese polire sergeant and a 
pol>:emat3 in an attempt to iccnrc 
testimony. 

Ic reply to this note ve received an 
answer from the Residency, from which 

th# ci^uificaut pMrutfruyh». 

•'1‘rom your note of the Ml list. 1 
gatler Unit yon have rot been able to 
preenre any evidence that may he pullic- 
ly produced concerning the alleged 
abiuta by the KcadarnieininBy rwiy of 
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explanation you my Hint "K orean* am 
afraid tu.nimr«nii.|uil>lifl> nillLCll^fl” 
of tbis k i nd lor lest t'tnethi n^ worse 
wouldbef all th em” This is nonjewhet 
ai variance with ilia spirit ot Ure pare 
giKpli iu which tk« charge was original* 
lv printed, wherein It instated that "eye- 
witneosr* ol thistnrturr have been sees 
by the editor of this magazine and it is 
not to he expected that victims ol torture 
will keep still about it,” This ia, how¬ 
ever. by tbe »ay. It is at any iate »oii»- 
(actury to learn that thealleged witnesses 
have, upon inquiry, displayed them 
selrea Id tbeir true character. It is bIoj 
stiafaetory to no'.e that you have dii- 
covered upon examination that no re- 
npon nihility wbatsTsr nttacbn to tbs 
geU'larniSB either for Ibe iuhuuutne acts 
originally charged or Cor the oulv erne 
concerning whlcit. yon are tinder the 
impression that yon have obtained 
precise Information, that of the enmicO 
said to bare been illtreated at the police 
office." With regard to Ibie cuse, wbicll 
really "embodies » charge entirely diRe.-* 
eat from Unit Gist made, I Lava muds 
Inquiries at tbt Police Adviser's office 
and am In a position to aseure you that 
the charge bu no foundation ut n|i. 

• Vow any that ■ tl*a eunuch wss arrested 
and taken to the gendarmes' headquar¬ 
ters about the imcdle of June and from 
there removed to tbe police office where 
be was deity flogged for abont a week. 
The fact is no eunuch nor any other Ko 
re«n has ever been handed over by ll« 
gendarmes to the police office. 

"Under these circumstances I feel sure 
that you will kindly withdraw tbe charges 
in question. In any case I beg you to 
rileud Die the omuO journalistic courtesy 
of printing this letter in the next number 

of your eeteemed megarin*. 11 

This was dated t ie thirteenth of August 
and we replied that as the note implied 
that we bad arkrowledged that we had 
discovered upon eiaminaiion that no re- 
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sponsibillly. &c.. &c. it would be impem 
“hie to pi list the uute without printing 
with it ours of a few days before, tint 
the July Issue had gone to press and the 
matter would bate to welt until the nut 
iocue before being taken up. Totbiswe 
received a uole the important parngrafe 
of which are as follows : 

"Considering Ihe Appearance of con* 
fldeoee with which tire charge wu 
originally made, considering tUe length 
ol time you have bad at your disposal far 
subsequent inquiries aad considering the 
fact that yon have more than out eys- 
wiiurts to rely upon, It ta strange, to pat 
it as mildly as potaibU, that you should 
still want time for investigation. You 
serin to attach tmpoitiaucc to the alleged 
fear of the Koreans to come out publldy 
with charges of this kind lest something 
worse befall them. Allow me however 
to point out> tbst they bave not been 
asked to "come out pi/liKcly." When 
Marquie lto asked you to assist him :u 
finding out tbe truth about the mwtur 
His Excellency uerrr dreamed of treat' 
ing tbe information you might be able 
to submit to hiai aa anything hut con¬ 
fidential, and Korean informants are not 
to sutferlo any w»y for telling tbe truth." 

The rest of the note Is uneasemJal 
dealing only withanr refusal to print tbe 
foriuer note id that issue, a tbmg that 
was physically Impossible at that toie 
hear, la the concluding paragraph the 
Resilient General auggeslB that ia- 
vesligalioO be continued and that Ko¬ 
reans need have ho .fear as to the 
consequence* of stating the facts aa they 
ha*e seen them. To thin note we replied 
aa followa: 

"You eay that ill things considered. It 
Is strange, to put It as nildly as possible, 
that we should want stoic time for 
investigation. Your Implication ben 
that we ore actio; iu bad faith >e hardly 
ia keeping with the conrteay which hs» 
marked youv presumecommunications. 
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bat we waive that *ui will o»y Ibal lire 
reeton why we were unable tv cany oat 
oar investigation* uioia rapidly m be- 
esnse the man upon whom we principal 
lj depended is thii w>rk woi takeu ill 
aid hud- to tret out of Seoul for some 
tine. (Heis* man well known to most 
fceclgiien in Seoul and one In whom full 
confidence can be pieced). We with 
you bad staled at first Lbut Uurqaii Ilu 
would (real the matter an confidential 
aid cot allow hi* informants* name* to 
get before the pnhlic. We were’not a> 
all afraid that Marquti I to would him- 
Mlf Cause I be m trouble but we were nut 
Mi sue of other*, supp-jaing that revela¬ 
tion* acre made that weiw not plesasul 
f« the Japanese. Now we abould like 
to My tbia much about the pnbHcation 
of your note. It would hare been un¬ 
fair to m to have printed your aot« 
w.tboot printing tbe olbara which went 
before. Oura to you contained no ac¬ 
knowledgment that we had made foil 
irquirie* and fouud that the charges 
were untrue. Such wss very far from 
lie fact. Being aa ye*, unable to aecnre 
farther evidence aa to the note of the 
gendarmes we sent you another Instance 
which had corue under our notice and 
which, though as yon said a different 
caae entirely. was of identically Ilia 
aame nature. Thin raue we have been 
aide to ask abonl mere definitely and 
hire elicited tbe folliming facti. The 
ennocn who waa beaten at lbo police 
ofice ha* been seen bye man in whom we 
htve fall confidence slid who waa sent 
for the express par pose He questioned 
It® eunuch and not content with that be 
uauiined Iho man's hack and found 
cvDclunve evidence ui the beating!. 

Vom* diaelaimsr do»a not carry gr««l 

weight In tbe face of this definite and 
specific evidence. If yya decue we will 
give yoo the name of every man con- 
nteted with this investigation. You 
may examine the^unuch, our |Dfarmant 


■ad the mao whom we teat to look into 
the matter ; lull we have yuur word for 
it that none of these min shall suffer for 
telling whet they \ now. 

"You teem to imply that we .were 
trying to slave off the main question by 
Otiog another and entirely different ca»6, 
hat we auure yon that it makes no differ¬ 
ence to the public whKher in was at the 
police office or the gendarmes' head¬ 
quarters that Koreans uc bcateu. It is 
Ibe IsCt of abuse before a fair trial ho* 
teen held, it is the attempt to gel in¬ 
formation out of Korean s by physical 
pcessuta that wa object to. 

"We have said in the issue of tbe 
RaVIHW about to appear that a question 
baa arisen as to the torture of Koreans 
by the gendarmes and that we shall give 
the matter further and earefnl investiga¬ 
tion and that If the charge* made cannot 
be substantiated we ihall say eo. We 
have therefore given tie matter a tenta¬ 
tive character which will enable the 
pablic to reserve their judgment of the 
css* nndl further information is forth- 
coming," 

We received immediately a request for 
tie name of our inforaiant in regard to 
tie case of the eunuch and we complied 
by doing so. The name and addrens were , 
given in full. To this we received a reply 
thanking ns for the imfurmatirni but 
saying that they bad iuquired "iu tbe 
responsible quarters 1 ' tut that no eunuch 
nbo had been arrested by gendarme* 
had ever been turned over to the police. 
The note end* by saying that "according 
to existing law the officials are expressly 
permitted to employ a certain measure 
of physical pressure ta ubltun Informa¬ 
tion out of suspects and criminals." 

In tbs firs* 1st <•* rlur up the 

matter about the eunuth. We obtained 
the most conclusive proof of the fact of 
bi» beating and b« affirms It was done 
by a Japanese police sergeant and a Jap¬ 
anese policeman. We see ready to admit 
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th«t tl*« man wna not first taken to (be 
gendarmes' plate, and w« ate ready to 
hear any criticism which tlii* slight in¬ 
accuracy warrant*. As we did uot charge 
the gendarme* with having hmt him we 
. presume the .error ia not nn pardon able. 

Now what h.irpaoed after the Redd 
ency received from a* the name and the 
■ddreas of the men through whom we 
obtained tbe Information f Did the Jip 
•n«»e Aulhnriti** summon this man aud 
question him alcoit the ocrnrrence ? tie 
is a Korean and could not hove refused 
It was by hit full consent that hi* name 
w*a reported. They ne- er went near 
him, never aumsionert hint, never wrote 
him a nolo for information, la otbet 
wt*Td* the Witte sb tor tbe profecallod 
was no? pot ©b Ihe stand. But w« ■ active 
a note stating that the Residency has 
onct iiiore mode inquiries "in tlie t*. 
opomHile quarters'' bat that no eunuch, 
nr lor that milter ao Korean of lay 
kind, "who wo*arrested hv the geedir- 
tne«." haa ever been handed ovet to the 
■ Korcm police. Doea this aalisfy the 
desire of the pnhlip for information ** 
to tbe tor tore of the Korean f That 
mol tar is tntirtfy tanhtrj We at* will, 
iiig to grant tbe soft impeachment ■> to 
the method of bis arrest, but whet hue 
the Residency to aay about his torture? 
Silence on thia crucial point mbit be 
taken for ronarat. They did tottdrf tb* 
eunocb then, as he alleges. 

So for so g«od ; now as to the more 
Important niatier of the gendarmes. We 
Cinre tbe indulnence of th* public while 
we relate a little atnry which haa been 
enacted in Seoul during tbe prut law 
months, more or less. The exact lime 
Is unimportant. 

A country gentlemen whoae name w< 
have haoo glvto desired to ohiainrmctal 
piwition. He aanted a good one, none 
of your thousand dollar jobs bat some* • 
thing really goed. For this purpose b* 
placed seven thousand yen in the hards 
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of one of Uls deir friend* who prt>iui»ei! 
to Use it for the parchaae of the desired 
bauble. The ileor Friend disappeared 
over Hie boriaon in thr direction of 
Seoul, and that was the loot of bftn sud 

of the money-for a time, At last lhe» 

ambition* RSOtUman b»g»rl' III Wi.nl" 
at thd seeming dullness of the aHi:UI 
market and followed his Dear Friend ttr 
Seoul. In order to k«* hl» money bick 
lie appealed to die court* and there ha 
met a Korean jidge who hail enjoyed a 
good.legal training abroad. Let uscall 
him the Lawyer, This bulwark of '.he 
law arson hod the Dear Friend behind 
the liars and It tiegaa to look as if tilt 
Ambitions Gentleman would win cut. 
But u fate wood have it he fell in with 
a lot of yooog fellows In Seoul who (l»o 
topi red to be his d*«r friend, and they 
persuaded him that if he wished to £et 
Bis money bare he must get the Japan* 
ere Gendarmes to handle the case. Ac¬ 
cording to tbeiu the m•dm cpe’oH'H 
Would be to mile ■ nice little feast it a 
lea-house and inrite them and soBiela- 
fhientidl grnrtarnies ; and daring these 
festivities the natter could be Arrangtd. 
To this brilliant advice he listened. »nd 
he spent fifty yen on the entertainment. 
II worked like a charm and a few days 
later the Dear Friend had changed bis 
lodging place and Nkai housed lu the 
geudjmrlcft' qTJirlfcrt. 

The Uiwjer ant well pl*jL*tel thjrt 
the priaoref hart been taken ont of hi* 
jurisdiction aul so lie summoned the 
Ambittuua Gectlemau and naked him 
about it. Tbe laller replied that "every 
body” told him it would be belter to 
have tbe gendarme* tend to the matter. 
Tbe Lawyer said "1 doo*^ kuow anyone 
by tile uaaw. of Rveryhorty. Juat give 
me the ordinary n*uic, Kim, Lho, Fan, 
or what not. The Ambitions Man de¬ 
murred but nt at last Induced to give 
tbe name* of tbe new dear ftietlda. 

A lew days later he rame into the 
kafininni irorF 
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I.awyer'a office reach dejected. “Well, 
how about the gerdonoeB ?" “Aim I 
they got tbe whole men thousand oat 
of :he Dm* Friend but instead of band- 
ioj it directly to cud liny gave it to my 
new dear friend* to traa*mit to me and 
1 fSot just one hundred •n.t fifty yeu out 
of it I” The Lawyer smiled at Inm 
•pcssivrly a moment. tbeo tamed and 
opened a drawer and drew ont a wad of 
b(I» that mode the Ambitious Gentle, 
men gasp. 

'“There" said the lawyer "arc six 
thcuuad eight hundred and fifty yeu. 
You bad to give me the names of your 
new Dear Friends and I nave Interviewed 
tlivui with Ibis result. 1 ’ 

The dazed AmbitiousGeulleoion touch¬ 
ed the wad reverently as if it were ■ 
tbiag of beauty and a joy for ever and be 
hardly heard the Lawyer telling Itim 
that tbe next time he wanted justice be 
world perhaps knuw where to look for 
It. 

Here tbe story end*, Buldoesit? Not 
by i great deal. A gentleman who it in¬ 
timately known to the editor of (Insmag¬ 
azine told ns in express and unequivocal 
temo that he eat lu the atKrr. of that 
Lawyer a short time sftcr the events 
■have narrated anil beird with bis own 
eats from the mouth ot the Dear Friend 
u detailed desciipliun of how tbe gendar¬ 
mes got Ihe t*?en thousand out of him. 
Jle suid they hod a sort of baiter that 
weat over tbe bead and under the.Chiu 
and that by a simple twist they could 
draw It to a terrible tenuon. It was hy 
the use of Ibis. lis taid. that he was per* 
euwied to give back tbe leven thousand. 
We Cau produce the nanc of tbe Lawyer, 
ol the Ambitious Gentleman, of tbe Dear 
Friend and of tbe Otber dear friends. 
K«£*qit for these namei the public now 
knswu be much about the incident si we 
do. Bnl it should lie Doled that no Ko¬ 
rean would iuveul tkal tfnd of machine. 
No: having lost the money would he 
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c.cofcas that only torture got it out of 
him. As for the eyewitness who sat in 
orr office be boa disappeared. We have 
ua been able to pul baud on him. 
though wc have not l>y »uy mean given 
op the expectation of doing so before. 
Iodk. 

Bnt let ns tnro to auotker case. It is 
wrll known Diet the Jaaaoese sue eager¬ 
ly searching for Kang Suk-ho. wlio has 
been so loug the confidential servant ol 
His Majesty. Tbey have not found turn 
Slid uow he is beyond their reach hut 
I bey se-.red a friend of ala who lived in 
his gate quarters and took him to the 
gmduiuies'headquarter*. Kang “a adopt, 
ed son, Yi Kil-Umg, says that the 
gendarmes best him meat brutally In the 
attempt to learu where Kuug has he- 
stowed bimuOf. Tbe she «1uI nut know, 
and could no* tell, but Ibis did not miti¬ 
gate ton pain or the disgrace ol ibe tor¬ 
ture. There is whera the moral quality of 
torture shows np. You never cau tall 
whether the man knovel wliat you want 
to get ant of him. 

Take another case. A man by the 
name of Son was seised on the street 
u<4 louse aftei lUc LitUc ocaucc at tbe 
palace Inst November noil woe t.:kcn 
to the gendarmes’ Ueidquarter*. He 
wm thrown into a cold room where he 
wfts left to freeze. Oz tbe tweuty-sev- 
enth of January be was put out with both 
fett frozen. He was taken Ly people 
vritb whom we sre intluiHtaiy actjumuled 
and carried to a wellkuown physician 
who was obliged to perform scvute oper¬ 
ations on l>oth feet. It was three mouths 
before the uisu could wulk. Tbi* was 
net exactly Lorlute in the ordiuary ac¬ 
cepts! ion of that term but who would 
not rather accept a healing Or a moderate 
bead-pinching than to I* maimed for life 
with frozeu feet. 


Tbe >peti«l fact al/iut all this, that 
the public should uote vilh cure, is that 
after expressing n deep .d^ire^ hear 
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evidence In regard to such irregularities, 
tbe Residency Geueral Ignored the «oy 
witness for whom they hud asked aad 
depended entirely open “authoritative 
sources." 

In conclusion we have to rxpre** our 
*«irpti«e t'rnl the Residency should quote 
the Korean law which gives Korean of¬ 
ficials the right to torture uncondemned 
man to secure it formation. Did we not 
■ee in tire paperi a few dayi agu that the 
Residency bad mggesled to me Korean 
Government thst aa moat enlightened 
coontries bad a-ioUslied capital punlsh- 
araut Korea should do BOBO well? Whall 
execute a Ulan for murder, rape Or ttea- 
son t Oat upon Ipuch* ■ relic of bar tar- 
ism! —bnt "H may also be meutioied 
that, under the law In force. Korean law 
officers ere expressly permitted lo em¬ 
ploy a certain measure of physical pres¬ 
sure to obtain Information out of suspects 
and criminals I" 

It h«» Hr»n rolled to out alien lira 

tbat the JafiaH Mad of August 39 unde 
suuie etateiueul* about this inagsuiae. 
Tbe readers of the Mail are told that the 
editor of the Koasa Rsvistr went to 
America to propagate the “fnUe «uie- 
nienl” that Japan obtained Ibe treaty of 
last •'October" by force. Now it is clit¬ 
oris that the Mr U should be igooran'. of 
tbe fact tbat the treaty was mad* In 
November and not in October and it is 
Mill more lingular that It should euppine 
a person would go to America for the 
purpose of propagating aa assertion 
about something that did not occnr till a 
month alter he left Korea. But letting 
all that go, we say now that if every as¬ 
sertion made bj this magaeine ie a* hue 
a* the one that the treaty of last Novem¬ 
ber wo* ohtniced by force /he public 
need have no anxiety about the trnat- 
wortbine** of ibe information Riven in 
these pages. Tbe Mad says we display 
prejudice, but for tbe editor of that paper 
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to liaaR to that long-exposed fiction 
about the mutually satulacloiy natare 
of the bogus treaty after even the Japan¬ 
ese themselves have blaudly orknow- 
ledged that there wti a little bit—«**’. 
jnat a little bit. of opposition, will hive 
lo be deaeriheil hy n shorter hot no less 
puugent word than prejndice. 

The editor of the Mad Buds fault with 
our crlticlaniol Japan '* utter neglscl of 
the best intefesi of Korea in the mailer 
of tbe appointmeut of official*. Here is 
tbe poiul tlnrf brings the whole mailer 
of Japan's treslment of Korea to a forna. 
Having aeited npnn almost everyth.0g 
In the pcDinaals that spell* money, tarn 
from thousands of Koreans their mama 
of livelihood, let loose upon the people 
a horde of irrssponeibla and heart, tas 
adventurers, Japan utlenipls to preserve 
the name of lesviug something to Kitcb 
by leaving tdr one thing that n«ed» to 
1* taken in hand and remedied. The 
editor of the Mad need have no fear 
tbat we would And in the uaurpatloa of 
this function oi the Korean governixent 
aa argument to show that the treaty box 
been broken. It has bean broken at so 
many points that it would be waslr of 
space to add tin*. He eouuds a pluiolive 

■Mil* In Ilia aUlamsnl Hot tfa> Voi|i 

Rttvmw t» anti-Japanrne from cover to 
cover, but we would remind bin that 
this means antl-opprcwion and antl- 
usnrjjatlon fmxn cover to cover. We 
wish the Japanese well in all legitimate 
lines of national development, bat we 
do not like to see her set a blot upon her 
eacutcheon by pleylug the part of a des¬ 
pot In Korea. 

The Mad sajs that "this may do some 
good, however, for ita complainta Bust 
enbmly grain* of tnilli. we presume.*’ 
We advise the Mad to look op these 
grain* of IrutU and Study them, if that 
paper wants lo be a tree friend of Japan 
rather than a mere flatterer. 

isfiriinni tron’ 
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Korean Finances. 

We have received frera Mr. Xagata a 
printed report named -Slate of Progress 
of tbe Reorganisation of Finance* of 
Kerea.” Tbi. wo published in July 
Tbia papc< contain* eleven epeci - 
ficaiticle* (<) Progrera of the Note As¬ 
sociation*. (a) RntabHaknieni of Ware* 
hour Department, (3) Bstabliahraeut of 
Sornl Public Warehouie Company. (4) 
Establishment of Agricultural and In' 
duilrial Bonks, (3) Despatch of members 
of staff of Industrial ‘Hank of jApan to 
Soul, (S) Opening of Hondrd Market. 
(7) Supervision of Ijxrd Revenue. (8) 
New Government Enterprises, (91 Dis¬ 
posal of old nickel coini, (10) Kxteosion 
ol work of Customs, in) Building of 
Lighthouse*. 

In our eAgerneai to find flomethlog 
wiicb Japan bus done to help Lbn Ku- 
reia people and offset a p«ut the bitter 
oppression which is goiog along in other 
llcea we have hit upon this report as 
b«.Dg tha moat likely place to find it. 
We believe that wa lava succeeded in 
finding tome tacxible ei: ilence here of a 
certain amount ol golictuirte Cor tbe wel¬ 
fare of tbe Korean people It Mill be in 
place fur us lo eaaniina with some care 
the nature of tbe help extended and the 
soiree from which it springs. together 
wi.b it* relations to other form of Jap¬ 
anese activity in this cosntry. 

I" the fit»t place, i. »pit* «f l»mc 
damaging miatakea at first we are inclin¬ 
ed to l>elieve that Mr Megata liaa some 
adequate appreciation of what tbe Ko- 
rew people need and that he honeally 
wishes to do something for the-beuafil 
lo the r Koreau people. We do not be¬ 
lieve he la in sympathy with the atroci¬ 
ties that are being perpetrated in the 
Interior or the spoliation o! the Korean 
people. We shall show from the contents 
of this report that he h«s learned from 
bit Initial muUkcuhal Hidden changes 
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work mura harm than good and tbst 
tiinch . curefiil consideration must be 
given to every financial move. The 
Kurenna can stand fluctuations in gov¬ 
ernmental policies hot wbm the legal 
truder of tbs people is disturbed it 
tcucJie* them to the quirk 

If one will examine Hourly the ahnve 
eleven headings he wjll see that in only 
o«e of them is the general scheme 0/ 
government finance touched upon, in 
orly the one Icplc vl Supervision of 
I.nol Revrnne is tbe Vila! aubjeel of 
national linin'* ivo-rhxl All ih* raat 
deals with private undertaking*. For 
instance the JJnte Arsr.cialinn. Wsre- 
htuseCompanies; Bonded Markets, etc.. 
b<ar solely upon private enterprise. 

Let us first examine tbe seventh article 
of this report end see *bai it contain*. 
It states that a plan ban been nails 
wlierehy financial agents in the province* 
are to make inquiries of Hie people as to 
whether the taxes have been paid or not 
acd to aee to the remittance of the taxes. 
An arrangement lun been made with the 
load Japanese pos* offices to oversee the 
(■aiiitanca of tha government revenues. 
Tiia new ayalem la tu le inaugurated in 
the near future. Uorenver by increased 
strictness io the appointment and din- 
mixsaU uf local officials tbe reduction of 
tbe expense of transport by horse-back 
w.ll be earneatly aimed at. "Bui as sud¬ 
den reforms are apt to Involve unavoid¬ 
able anKbicf the ■■pciviuou of llie local 

adrainiatration will he gradually made 
stricter In proportion to the adaptability 
of the new system of supervision." The 
lUteraent (bat sudden reforms involve 
non voidable mlacbisf lasvidance that lb* 
framer of llila repoit lisa learned nine It 
b» experience in the field of Korean 
Fi-.iac.ee. . ft mn»l be toted that all ibis 
i< as yet merely In the promissory slate. 
Fncb and such things sr* to b« done. 
Tbia in good SO fai a* it goes but while 
we recognire the helpfal^ya* of tbe mg- 
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gestioo It will M MBtury to wait ind 
toe Iiow tb« plia works Mure we can 
accept it «• ■ report of progress io 
finance. There is no doubt that the 
system of collecting taxes needs Imnted- 
tete attention. Progress has been msde 
in the laying of plans bnt not in the act¬ 
ual carrying otr. of the reforms propofod. 
We learn fruit those who are best in 
touch with .if.lt. In the Interior that 
there never war a time when greater in¬ 
direction prevailed. One gnveninr 
allowed the prr/eeta and their underlings 
to carry out alls! of seventeen illegal forms 
of taxation at time. Now nothin* ia 
Raid ol this in the report before as. The 
vital point in that the people should have 
befote them a printed list of all itgai 
taxor and that they nboalrl be prutected 
from any fnrthtr iuiposta. Such a mhve 
would Imoinliatclv result io au nouxniuus 
lightening of the heavy load they now 
hear. We f«ar ouch that the people will 
care but little, for reforms in the manner 
of remitting the taxes to Seoul so long 
as the prefect* sad their ajuns are allnw- 
ed tn come down upon them at will for 
heavy Illegal taxes. In the report before 
US this matter o! taxation is as yet mere 
plan and promiie. Nothing hat as yet 
been definitely accomplished nor has the 
promise of greater care tn tue appoint¬ 
ment of prefer* been as yet fulfilled. 
Moreover this vital matter occupies ires 
than half a column out of a total of 
twenty-two column* in tbe report. Itia 
apparent that at yet but secondary im¬ 
portance is pitted upon it. One should 
not forget thst the important matte* of 
appointment of prefects is no! within the 
province of the Finance Department and 
no promise given hy the Finance Depart¬ 
ment outside ill own proper field can 
have more than conjectural weight. 

Hat now an tn Ltie private enterpflBft* 
outlined in the report. First cornea the 
Not* Aasodatioo. 

For ccnturiaa the Korean merchants 


have recogoixed aad ueed tbet import- 
apt bntiacat aaaet called Credit. Korean 
firms of good stnndiog throughout the 
country have been acenttomed to give 
their notes payable at a specified tune, 
and theae have been considered almost 
as good aa legal tender. These notes are 
always transferable and negutisble. 
Whoever holds tha note can pretent it »t 
maturity with lull expectation of 1M be¬ 
ing pud or of tome oatiafactory arronga- 
ment being arrived st. The uniformity 
with which theae notes are met at matu¬ 
rity bos oatoolfhcd those who have look¬ 
ed Into the matter sod we have rerson 
to hellsvt that Mr. Megala hlmtelf gives 
Korsan merchant* credit for a high de¬ 
gree of commercial morality. It It sel¬ 
dom indeed that a regular businese firm 
attempts to repudiate Its notes. Tha 
question has been ralejed therefore why 
n note swmeiation Is necesaary. Its 
avowed object Is to restore the atdtl of 
bills, fix their farml and regulate their 
circulation. Thla much can be said that 
the member of euch an association baa 
this added incentive to straight deoing 
that if he fail* io his financial doty he 
will he doubly disgraced and he vrlD be 
publicly ostracaed from the company of 
honest tradesnen. However safe the 
notes Ot these nieo army have been beiore 
this, roembemtiip and the gnarsntee of 
payment which accompaniealt moke the 
transaction additionally sate. The ia 
specially true because the a Bair i and 
business alaudiug ol «ach member ol tbe 
astocfsllou are carefully examined into 
by agents ol the aseodation and this Far¬ 
ther guarantee. the member and tuskea 
his standing beyond reasonable qceaiiotf. 

Bnt (be limits of this association arc 
evident, for oily the larger and more 
wealthy mercb.nta ore coondereil eligi¬ 
ble. Tbe oidiuary retail shop keeper 
with a stock of two or three hundred yen 
would not be allowed to join. Hit finan¬ 
cial ability would b« Cvntidored below 
nfiriinni trorF 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 








THE JAPANESE IN KOREA. 


54- 


the mork, HJb DWIIlbei ship would jeop¬ 
ardize the luterests of the wealthier 
member*, for tbe failure ol a single man 
to u»e*t Ilia note* would inflect npoa the 
credit of the entire body. The govern- 
men h*a given a certain amount as • 
fund from wbicb *uy -sob dishonored 
notes of members »:ll be paid. Without 
pretending to any epccial knowledge of 
(inaneo we caauul help questioning the 
wiodoiu of thia. L’uleaaUie government 
engage* to supplement thia tnnd from 
time to time the public mu't cuualilct 
that the fund ia exhaustible, and the 
<)ueitiua uibc by what ucbtis it can be 
inoiitolued. If tbe ntertliantB forming 
[lie association should guarantee L» meet 
Buck losses by us«»»uieul oil Lite mem 
beisuip there woatd be a permanent 
guarantee, bait a mere gift from the gov¬ 
ernment to start tbinga off i- more like¬ 
ly tc call attention to tbe uowltliuguaw 
of tlie membership to co?er leasee than 
to iiapire confident. in the untier taking. 
However wr do not eipevt tbe public to 
ruist ibis ubjetlivu and oj tbe whole the 
project tuuat be approved a> a step io the 
■igbt direction. We do not think the 
credit of the uimbiou Hu «v*i t-ren m> 
low «B to warrant the expression ol a 
conviction that "bd epoch making start 
in tk* circulation of bill* will take place 
iu tbe near future." It will do more Or 
le*a good bnt will cause uo revolution in 
trade condition;. 

Second, comes the warenouee hairiness. 
ThiiU.no more a new departure from 
rccogiiiacd custom than is the circulation 
of note* ol Uuud, but it hi* been system¬ 
atized and reudered more accessible to 
the fartuera than heretofore During tb* 
first two months of the current year such 
wurrbouoea were esUbluhcd in 6CVC0 

places In Kvici anil money [o [he 

n mount ol over 7C0.OCO yeo was lu*u;,I 
Oil Btcutity of tbe grain warehoused. Iu 
Seoul there it a special ariangcment and 
bexe the amount of yen atf.coo baa been 
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lo#ac<l Ou jju-luwn receipts. TlicrC c&u 
l>e tin question that thil is a fleet! move 
nu<\ 1 i Calculated tv beuefil the people, 
it id a Jjrfjei applicaltou ul a principle as 
old dfi the dymaoly ' 

cone die laduiir:*! and *gt icul- 

taial biuku. Tbett® ore c*UMiwl.«4 lot 

Ihe pui pobS vi proridiug capital for far¬ 
thering Ujc lutereiU aienlioued In llic 
title Money 1 •anetl foe tbi» purpose 
sba'l be li8ed oiuy for upftcific- purpuxee, 
DttUely CulLnutum, HrAir^e. irrigation, 
cc«i]a t furesty, sccdb. uonure, jwple* 
aieilK« livestock, building*, nul other 
improvement* of a direct character. 

SVe see no ditficully here, Snell a plan 
»* oilcnlfttal to be ot be re 6 1 to Uiu peo¬ 
ple provided Lhey are ia a povltluli to • 
take advunLage of it. The. difficulty lie# 
iu anuther direction. Neither thia nor 
any other improvement will he of any 
u»« so l'ju» mm the people aie aut scenic 
in tlie poMcaalou uf tbeir laud. Kigbt 
at thia moment we are ia icceipl ul In¬ 
formation of the most mndxloui tbet'.s 
of land* from Koreans hy tbe Japanese. 
Wo would suggest that every Korean 
©wring land batten to oiortguge it in 
Oliaor iuBlilutioDB fora small cum. 

not beennae ibe.r need the niouey but 
becuiee tbe transaction will help to pro 
tccitbcai from Japanese who are wrest* 
ing tho tund from people without pay¬ 
ment In ibia way some Immediate good 
would come from the founding uf these 
banks. No Japanese wjuld dare steal 
laud that bod been niurtgugcil to one of 
111 ... iualiluliuaa. Iu tins wuy Mr. Ur 
gat" might do Uicue good tbau be ever 
anticipr-ted, and tlic Korean owoer conld 
well afford U> pay tbe low rate of inteirst 
for Hie small sum borrowed. We toke it 
that the rate of lotcicat will !>e low. It 
la a dlaappuluiuiviit not la aee the nut 
iiiciilion.il ia tbe icporl but w« lumgni. 
that not more than a p»»ible ioo£ per 
sonsm would tie charged. Tbit would 
be low for Korea, but being well Becnred 
flrininnl froir 
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would 1* ample. We serloosly suggrat 
that all loreigr.cis i«l Koieu advise thtir 
Korean friends to immediately in«ntg»lte 
their laud to these hanks at the lowest 
possible figure and rail the annual inter- 
cal simply a tax (or protection agftinat 
unscrupulous Ucd-grabber*. We think 
It would leu excellent way to save thrlr 
property froiu illegal seiiure. It would 
give the bank* alegsl hold upon the pro¬ 
perty which would insure their interven¬ 
tion in case anyone else tried to play any 
trick* npon it. We cannot believe ttiat 
tbeae banks would eWlibemtely cheat tb* 
people, and such being the case b mort¬ 
gage would he the very l>ea« of seio- 
Kunrda. We dc not think the Koreans 
need money for Improving the laud. 
T«k« the qneetioo ot manure, where 
would they purchase it? Every conceal 
fertiliser is alreafy ntillied and theiei* 
oone to buy aal«» it is Imports*. The 
same Is true of mule. As for agricul¬ 
tural implement*, the Koreans cannot 
afford to import them, and vre doubt 
whether imported tooln would be any 
better adapted to Korean need* than the 
native tool* are. The Ua.ellsr through 
Japan sees the Istnier using identically 
the Mine implements that lie did twenty 
yean ago- 

Tbs filib Mctoa dealing with ibc writ¬ 
ing of members of the staff of (he la- 
dnnlrial B«uk Ol Japan has no special 
significance. The* are sloipl* to in¬ 
vestigate conditions. 

The sixth section dealing with the 
Bonded Market ban nothing at all to do 
wttli tUe Koiealli but Is simply for the 
Japanese, cashing them ho import vari¬ 
ous food stuff* and pay the duty sl|-r 
the.y have sold the goods. This may Ot 
may not lie good finance for Korea 
whatever it may be for the Japaoeie 
merchant". W'< birr, never heard of 
anoh a plan l»eing tried elsewhere. Of 
coarse the pressure will always be in the 
direction of lengthening the list of things 
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that can be imported thus. Two thing* 
eliould be watched (j) whether this 
rule ie made to epply to goods imported 
from Japan or to imports from anyeoea- 
tryand (3) whe'.hr^ the tendency will be 
to extend the law to textile fabrics sod 
other things imported from Japan. But 
as this di>e* not closely affect the people 
It ntny be passer by with onlyamentiaa. 

Of the *u|»erri*kin of the local reveuue 
we have already spoken It is hardly 
more than Idtvcd at In the. repnrt and 
further details Must he forthcoming be¬ 
fore anything definite can be snid, 

The eg bill betdiug is New Govei nment 
Enterprises. This has to do with the ex¬ 
penditure of the ten million yen that 
Japan pushed upon thi* country SI a 
lean si six per cent, price of issue go lo¬ 
re* ought to have gotten this loan at a 
price of one hundred cents on the dollst, 
instead of ninety. Korea was not nest¬ 
ed fairly In this. The Custom" are gcod 
security for socli a sum u this. Bat let 
that porta. The first use to be mads of 
the money is to provide water works Jot 
Chtimalpo. This ba* been commented, 
on before. Unless the Korean govern¬ 
ment is to do this on the distinct under¬ 
standing Hist it H to be • paying affair il ie 
a great Impoettien. Noone supposes that 
the Ko**SUB on the outlying hill" will 
Iwnefit frr-iu tb*i water aopply. It is al- 
nwwt solely for the Japanese residents of 
that town. We eee no renown why the 
Korean government should obligate it¬ 
self in this way. The* municipality of 
Chemulpo ought to undertake It then- 
selreo. Nothing is said of whnt the 
government will get back for doing this 
favor to Cheniolpo, and if Chetmlo why 
not any or all ihe oilier open port* in 
Korea? Ws ase no jnalrr in it from 
whatever point it is viewed. The second 
object Is the building at snrae 32$ mile" 
of roads tlioiu$b the country. Now 
wbst mils are contemplated I First a 
road from Gensao toCbinuaupotbiougb 
i.nnmni iron 
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PymK-ynoH and »*COlld tier ween Talku 
aui Yang-il Hoy, third • road out of 
Ktu-sau to Clion-gye and fourth out of 
Mrkpoto Kaag-gyn. Wt art unable St 
pr'aent to say whether the Koreans are 
in special nerd nt rood repairs Id these 

yculicrilai place* uioie iU«u clKWl^oa. 

The question Of good load* >»*n urgent 
ot>r and If the who'* i«,ooo,o«*o were to 
be honestly expended upon, that one 
object wc should he oble to And little 
fault with the project. Or. the theory 
that a little is better than nothing we 
car not hut commend lie project. But 
as yet it ie all in a prumssvry stage and 
□ u actual piogieie can be said to have 
heto made. 

The ninth section dtali with the dis¬ 
posal of the old nickel oilna. There are 
ten sections giving ic minnte detail 
the way the uld coins are tu he defaced, 
cnl np, BDalyred. ticketed, labelled, 
stored and accounted foe. That has 
nothing to do with progress ia monetary 
reform. Why are we net told wbat por¬ 
tion of the old uickelcoins hove been 
cal'ed ia and bow many bare been 
whistled for but won't come t Foreign¬ 
ers In neoul see si tnndreo of the 
© 1)3 coins to one of :l>e new. The 
alKtric railway has not been able 
to change to the new coinage much as 
they would doubtless like.to do so. Korea 
is cursed with a motley combination of 
colleges and we see no way oul of the 
difictity. There is no progress apparent 
In Ibe direction of cleaning up this busi¬ 
ness and giving Korea a good monetary 
syrtem. We very mock doubt whether 
the framers of these plans have any bet¬ 
ter notion of wbat it i6 all comiug to 
then the public do. K*erythlng aeema 
to be drifting. So far is tbie ninth sec- 
tl<a la concerned It has no bearing do 
lbs real vital questiou of a legal tender 
f(« Korea 

7 he tenth and elpseoth sections deal 
wilh the e*ten*inTMjf custninfcgrounds 
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and with light bouse*. These are laud¬ 
able undertakings mostly in the theoreti¬ 
cal stage n yet hut likely to become 
iBigible forta in the nur future. 

We srarrh this paper in vain far auy 
eridrnee nf the definite arcnmplishment 
of aaylbiug fur ihc lielteruieui uf ilia 
ccodition of the Korean people. There 
tit plans, proposals, promise*, some of 
wkicli eie good and reflect credit npnn 
Ibe bend that planned and the good will 
that promised them. But now the im¬ 
portant questian conies up as to Ibe dif¬ 
ficulties to ha mat with In carrying out 
these plans. Take for instance the 
agricultural and industrial banks. Some, 
probably much, of tb^ ten millions go 
to finance these bauks. Will thin money 
which tbe Korean govrrunieul turn bor¬ 
rowed at a high rate of interest be loaned 
to its own people or to Japanese mostly.* 
Here we Bit grave possibilities of wrong. 
We koow that thousands of Japanese 
are ewaruilog Into tliia country seeking 
laud, and with laud they must have 
cattle. implements, holies, seed, etc., 
etc. Are we uncharitshle therefore in 
fearing that tbe Koreao government has 
been pushed to borrnw money with 
which to set np Japanese immigrants in 
agricultural and Industrial business ju 
Korea? We do not say that Mr. Megata 
has this in mind. On the contrary we 
believe lie has a certain degree of ajrm 
pat by for the Korean people, but judg¬ 
ing from Japan la ancoiiraging 

the Immigration of her citizens into Ko¬ 
rea and tbe extremes to which her of¬ 
ficial* go id protecting their people even 
from the consequence! of induce!mu 
and even Crime we arc forced lo tbe eon- 
victioi that in spite of any good inten¬ 
tion* on the part of a few of the more 
intelligent and sympathetic Japanese, if 
there is any money to be borrowed 
cheaply for agncultrusl or industrial 
wetk the Japaoese will get tbe lion's 
ahsre of it. In thla prmpectua. for that 
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Is what the report imaatiu to, we gee ao 
definite gaaraatse that the interests^ 
the Korean people will be apbelrt, that 
they will he protected in the possession 
of their property, that taxation aball M 
made fair and equable, that money bor¬ 
rowed by Korea shall be used solely in 
the Interests of Korea and Uie Korean 
people. 

Princt Eul-wha, 

A* APPKAt. 

There are protmbljp a Rood □ amber uf 
©nr rentiers wb? would like to know 
eonieibiug more about the personality 
of this young prlnoe whoa* cams is so 
often btfuie the public. Hie till* lisa 
lately been changed to Euicbin but peo¬ 
ple bice known bin so long by tbe other 
name that we retain it in the title of tMa 
brier review of tala life. 

Prince Bul-wha la the tun of tbe Em¬ 
peror of Korea by a palace woman or 
ttabt turned Chang. He wwborn In 1877. 
When the Queen learned of it abe sea 
violently disturbed and seat lor the wo¬ 
man and questioned her. Tbe latter did 
not attempt to cowxal the facta and from 
that hoor eb« wsa a doomed woman. It 
ia more than probable that tbs King 
would have liked to piotect her but the 
family of the Qceen waa so powerful at 
tbe time that tbi» waa very difficult. She 
died of poison aed the littlecbild waa Irft 
Id the ion vf bo liiOllm who li*vd not 
far from the peUce. 

He waa marred in fSgj in hla eegrn- 
teenth yew to a member of the Kim 
family. At tbat Mme hia royal blood waa 
more folly recognised and he waa given 
a separate palace 10 live in. It waa iltu- 
ated lo Sa-doni not far from tba T*l- 
won-kun’a forum reaideerc*. 

It wai iu ■ S95. some moo the before the 
asMeeioation of the Queen by Ilia Japan¬ 
ese, that the young man waa aeut a bread 
to atody. ^Ut wenl^fjret lo Japan tut 


before long he passed over to the Colled 
Slates, where he neeuia to have enjoyed 
himself to the full, picking up tba laeg- 
oage with fair facility though he did not 
settle down to serious work in aoy one 
institutioo for any cooaiderablr.lragth of 
time. This or morse tin unf or-.unite 
but at the name time be naturally picked 
np a large amouot of information and 
came in touch with the life of tbe Wert. 

Prince Bui- wba returned a» far ae Japan 
in 1904 and aUycd two years, during 
which lime he wan continoslly with the 
Japanese and dewbtlee* niorli to 

bia previous knowledge of tbe language. 
He has receutly returned lo Koreh. The 
leara that have been expressed by the 
people tbat hie coming covered soaie 
ulterior design on tbe part of the Japan¬ 
ese in probably without foundation for 
however much the Japanese may bum* 
tliate His Majesty be hai their definite 
promise that tbe safety of the reigning 
house shall be (Reserved. 

This young Prince, now thirty years 
old and possessed of a wealth of experi¬ 
ence and ohaerrallna enjoyed hy few in 
his station, ia in a position to do much 
for tbe Korean people. If he should be- 
come thoroughly aware of the coodllou 
of tbe Koreans and the treatment they 
ore receiving at tbe hands of the Japan me 
and ahonld turn bis attention to the im¬ 
portant work of bettering their condition 
he might easily make representations to 
the Japanese ia high authority which 
would receive ittcDtion. What Korea 
need* today ia »n advocate from among 
her own people—* man deeply aeosible 
of the needs of tbe nation and intimite 
enough with the Japanese lo be ahle to 
approach them, ae no outsider could lo. 
Those of us who ara ponading away at 
the bolted iWa of American and 
European sympathy are called conspira¬ 
tors, intiigueie, charlatans, obstruction¬ 
ist*. and many people doabtlesa believe 
these word* dtietiba un, b«t with him It 
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W diilereot. He it in elate touch with 
the JiptocM, 18 presumably mare Or lees 
jo iheir confidence acd has opportunities 
wbich no other mau sat to make th« 
needed appeal W> the bcuesi ttie biglic* 
feelings of lbc*e Japanese who hold Ka¬ 
ra lu the hollow of ihelr hand. Wo 
appeal to him in the nane of patriotism, 
of Uonor, of common humanity to 
espouse the cause of hit country, of hit 
nation wbuse life il tlirenleuad. to 
throw himself body aid toul into the 
noble task of pteserving the identity of 
Korea a* a nation; not by separating 
Uinoelf from bis Japanese patrons uud 
taking’ an antagonistic atlitnrte, but by 
a strlous arid cameBt presentation of the 
f«Kt* Hh tlicy raxlly eiio; uO au appeal tv 
the honor of the Japanese naiiuu, an 
honor which is engaged by the moat 
solemn promises to the preservation of 
the welfare of this people; What can 
be hope to win by sitting silently by and 
lotting hi* own people become aliens 
in their own land? If they go down, ha 
goes down with them. If their name is 
l«t, bis is lest. The titls of a piluce bor- 
rows iu meaning from the felicity of the 
peiple who confer il. It is a reflected 
glory and can survive tie nation 'B death 
only by recording on the page ot liistoiy a 
riegiog protest agnlust the Betting of the 
sua whtcb gave it birth. Why is it that 
as mom creeps np the monument which 
males the grave of Poland it dare not 
corer and obliterate the name of Kos¬ 
ciusko? Why la it that oa Neunnia 
plecki at the names of Rome's later 
nobility the dare not torch one letter of 
the word Ricnzi ? It la m either case be¬ 
muse the passion of his love for his Dative 
laid saw, over and beyond its weaknesses 
anl faults, the glorious futare of which 

Its be It ci qua till a gate promise, and 

even life itielf was too small an offering 
to lay upon the alter. 

prince Rui-wha is not asked to take 
Hit sword like K<^£thHkj c^j^nt ibc 


rostrum like N Jerri. but the united voice 
of bit people, the liettsr Indians of hi* 
nature, the peril which overshadows bis 
□(lire land, all cry out to him lu make 
uie of the opportunity which providence 
lue put i;i his bauds of appealing to the 
-ousters of Korea. 

Japan in Northeast Korea. 

It is onr dnty to coll The attention of 
the public to a serious case of interfer- 
ance with the rights of foreigners in the 
town of Ham-heung iu aorthenst Korea. 
Wo had heard sotnetliltg about the case 
Lj ordinary minor bet have now been 
able to verify the information from or- 
gioal sourest). Rev. D. M. Me Kao is m 
in..»lun my conaectfd with the Canadian 
l'le.byterian Million. lie bos lived in 
tiint oection for many jeir* and luia had 
a succrtisfiil Career as a missionary. He 
is well known to ibe whole foreign po¬ 
pulation of Kotsasud bureau unblemish¬ 
ed reputation for probity. Now here are 
the fsets in brief. Mr. UcRat purchased 
land in Ilanvheuug for a minion sta¬ 
tion. The transaction was entirely legal 
the deeds were authentic and the pro¬ 
perty won indubitably his, or the Mis¬ 
sion's. The Japanese niluary people in 
that town 6setn to have looked with en¬ 
vious ayes upon this property fur sous 
bale. It vui evident that they baled 
the presence of a foreigner theie. Once 
in Conversation with the Japanese he 
•Sid that he had a legil right tn reside 
iu Ham-heung but they demurred and 
took the ground that he had no such 
right. One day he dittovsred that port 
of the mission proper ty had been enclos¬ 
ed by stakes dtl.eu l>y the Japanese 
military authorities. Without attempt¬ 
ing to remove tuem blmielf lie represent¬ 
ed the case to the authorities ou at least 
two occasions and asked that the stakes 
be removed. Nothing was done about it 
and Biter n while he resh-vti) I’iWfii him- 
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self. Thin amused the intense anger of 
tbe Japanese military people nod it wno 
not long before ibit took definite Form. 
So long as there wets two (oieigocnon 
the •.impound ibe Japanese made no 
trouble but one lay one of the tuition 
cltlxcna bad to leave the city for a few 
days and on tbs very next day at* Jap¬ 
anese su'diciB erlertaJ the L'ODi|iwuud sad 
■(lacked Mr. McRae. He got Ilia lack 
to a wall and ittelvwd tlia wbo'.e six. Aa 
fart at they threw themselves upon bin 
he threw them off to right aud left. 
Whnl Ihev wanted to do it not clearly 
apparent for they did not Shoot at him 
or u»c tbeir bayonets. It seem* n» if 
they wanted to glv« him a good drab- 
bUlg ollli its civ firCTv PioJiog ml l»ol 
that they could not dowu him thefr rage 
was so great that one of them took bie 
gnn and reversing It lunged at Mr. 
McRae with the bait of the weapon, 
dealing a heavy blow ou the (high. This 
did not cripple him and be atill stood ou 
guard. They finally gave ep the strag¬ 
gle jind left the place. They seen deter¬ 
mined to peroecste him until be is dticeu 
out of the town The rea ldenc* of for- 
eigueia auywlma iu ibeiuteribr Is vary 
diaUiMcful 'jupaneae for (key 

know tlbAt tko fArrigncr obPf rvo* tboir 
brutal treatment ortlic^TCweaiia and It 

m« m " " a 

more than'Tikely to_teporl It. Tbe 
Ibings that bare occurred in tbe north¬ 
east are fairly baart-rendieg. But when 
It cornea to attacking tbe perouc of a 
British or a American citizen cm hie 
own properly and attempting to heat 
him for protecting hia own land from 
encroochraentihla high time the authen¬ 
tic* in Hnglarii and America become 
awake lo Uie facia aud decide tbe ques¬ 
tion whether the flag meant anything 

And wliclbrj tbe proud truant Lbat Rug 

Iatjc! or America will protect their 
citizen* in tbeir manifest righto to a liv¬ 
ing priuciple or an exploded fallacy. 

A »hor£ irm« Ivo “npane#> aoldiera 

by GO gW 


were aeen robbing tbe garden ol an An- 
ciicao at Pyongyang- The Japanese 
•nthorltiea bad given notice tbat If any 
irregularities occurred the mailer abuulil 
be reported. 7 wo or thire Americana 
followed the Jtpenaee thieves to tfceir 
quartern and" naked the oatue of the 
•nperior officer and the number of the 
regiment or coapany. This precipitated 
inch a d is turbine a that tbe American* 
feared ao attack end retired lo their 
homes. Tbat evening. aa_ one of the 
Americana retained tobisliome he loaud 
a Japanese captain or other officer sitting 
iu the drawingroom in nn easy chair with 
his feet in another chair amoklng a ciga¬ 
rette. He decl.ued to move but began 
talking viuleatly la Japanese aud de¬ 
manding, a* w** learned afterward, why 
tbe Americans had made inquiries at his 
headquarters. Two Other AmertCftU gen¬ 
tlemen came in *nd the Japanese was 
told that this wu not tbe time or place 
to discern anything and be was asked to 
remove. Thu he refused to do and went 
on bawling out bla corn plaints. Tbe ami 
erleans "imply refused to listen or bnve 
anything do with him. The gentleman 
who owned tbs bou9e reuiored to an¬ 
other Ainrricsupn residence with Ilia wife 

repent the lMvin^ the Jftpin 

eae officer in win control. He stayed 
until one o'cleck In tbe morning and 
tben was aeen to leave, but before be hod 
gooe more thou a lew rods from the 
bouse be was joined by a number of Jap¬ 
anese soldiers who bad bidden in tbe 
viduity. It was perfectly plain that if 
Ibe Americana bad attempted to pat the 
Japanese out by force there would have 
been a fatal affray, Apparently tbie wa« 
jnet what the officer wanted hat he was 
frustrated by tbe nnwilliugneas of tbe 
Americans to arflcrt their ilgbta. 

The whole matter was reported to the 
army headquarters tbe next day nod the 
authorities ex pie seed regret at tbe occur¬ 
rence aud said that the officer would be 
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subjected to Dice day* imprisonment. 
He was uot compelled lo go and apolo¬ 
gise lo the people he bad grcaoly insult¬ 
ed and whose home be had Illegally 
aeired. Nor does any one know whether 
the punishment waa really inflicted. In 
any dvilixed cooutry such an ofieoce 
would Inevitably icbuH in degradation 
to the ranks. This tort uf thing in Juat 
whit waa aare to come and the ball il 
now open. What American or Diltlah 
citireo will be the next to suffer attack ? 
What these foreign reaidenti of Korea 
nan (o know ip tn wbat extent thelc 
riglu are to be respected by the Japan* 
«m and to what degree they can depend 
upcti the protection of their respective 
flags. The situation is a delicate out and 
a new one. Action on the part of Great 
Britain in defending a citizen from ant- 

rAgftfMi* lr*>at m«Rt Mn ira}y hav* th* 

■ITajt of bringiug the fact* before the 
public, and once these ficte are known 
the repotation of Japan will suffer 
a severe blow. The result of such action 
willb'eof international significance but 
we believe the time will <oiue and short¬ 
ly too, when thoto who Bland back of the 
British and Americans in the interior of 
Korea will be compelled lo force the 
matter ou the attention uf the world and 
investigation will be in order. Nothing 
can now help tlia Korean people short 
of rucli investigation. The aoonex it 
comes the batter. 


Japanose Immigration. 

The question of JspantBe immigration 
into Korea is manifestly of the very first 
imprrlaoce to this peopls. This is why 
it hw been receiving such attention in 
th« prsoo of late. 1» la nal a atm pic pm- 
bleu of addition, lor matiy fsciors coma 
in which demand attention ; some uf 
them being rather nniqie. We would 
like to dixcnr* the problem from an 
entirely dlspansioni*te'W»ridpcii^ j^pcog- 


nicog the difficulties under which Japan 
lahora a» well as the danger* which 
threaten the Korean people. T.etus first 
look at It front the atsndpoint of the 
Japanese governmant. 

The Japaucse people Lava ]nat cuuie 
out of a desperate aliuggle with Kntsia. 
We Bay desperate bee suae though the 
victory aeems to have been a foregone 
conclusion It lermluatedat a point where 
each comaatant vu alauai at the lust 
garp, Japan financially and Russia 
because of internal diaaSsctlou. Japan 
cnoc out of the ettuKiclc ntlb culm * Uy- 
iug, Wittl^en ormou. preatixe hot with a 
dcM Which, conaidering the lire of the 
'nation and the resources n< the country, 
ia prubaUlyjMiprecedented. 8be came 
out of the straggle with the military and 
ua>al elements fiarcsly .-eteul/ul uf the 
terms of peace and the people wounded 
in their vanity and aiding with the fight¬ 
ing element in their unreasonable de¬ 
nunciation of the diplomatic solution of 
the war, a solution made imperative by 
the utter lark of means to prolong _ the 
struggle. 

It has been intimated (and it comes 
from Japanese sources} that at the time 
of (U* signing of the treatjiat Portaaioath 
President ftooacvelt pron.ittd.Uiat if jbe 

treaty were signed the Unit ed States 
wcdlS TWt'flb "obstacles in the way of 
Japan an* ambition in Keren. This may 
not Infre been the wording of tha pro- 
mli4 but Hueh or«niA to have txen iU 
general tenor. We hive so nee<l lo 
comment here upon the moral.quality of 
tliU *ct el a time wheu Korea nud Am* 
cne* were in (oil treaty relation* with 
each other. The fact remain* and il ia 
thip fact which explains tbe immediate 
reufovnl ol the Anw.^n LvKauon from 
Seenl vj toon at tlic uiwrputioii of Ui*t 
November Lad deeu coaauuniiaUd. TLia 
peizare of Korea waa practically os^ of 
the tpoiJa of war and while it wap not 
effected von enough toinsnitl-go the 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 






THE JAPANESE IN KOREA. 


61 


anger of the Japmese people It wa* «n 
■Met with which the Japan®* govern¬ 
ment was prepared to coaacde them 
gradually. 

That Bowrun'nt was confronted with 
the necessity of pacUyiag the people end 
•t the unit time of Inducing them to 
pay out an enornoca eum of money to 
meet the pay melts of iotereet on the war 
debt. Here Korea lay, poeeewed of large 
wealth In agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
end mines. Some or tne*r iranarceawrre 
already highly dtve'.oprd and some were 
hardly developed at all. Pot every 
dollar's worth of these onsets that Japin 
could pot into the banda of Japaocse tho 
Japanese government stood to receive In 
the lung run. If Japanese. leaving cvai- 
porstlvel y restricted eourers of wealth in 
Japan, could come Into Korea and get 
Into their own hinds the wealth produc¬ 
ing r'BOurcae of the peninsula thtro 
■onld hr an Inevitable expansion of tho 
field from which Japan could look for 
revenue to mmmk h rr cnoxu ioqa load uf 

Bttt tfilft wmn a field from whWi the 
bwvwt coaid wotbc immediately reaped. 
It mart b« •own before It could be h*r- 
vealed. JapaocMs mart come into Korc* 
■od wiie all points of Tflntiga coinmtr* 
dolly and induiUlally and prepare the 
way for their own future taxation. .Rail- 
rood* mnet be bollt, harbor* too ft he Im¬ 
proved, and rnasy other things tnnet he 
done to open the way to the heart of Ko¬ 
rea's wealth. 

But there is cob Important atep that 
■till remains to be taken. Three Japan¬ 
ese cannot be taxed fur Japan's benefit 
□□til Korea becomes o province of Japan 
or in other words autil another definite 
promise of Japan has been broken. In 
the capacity of • were protector Jaj.n 
cannot hope to res the Japan see ifl Korea 
paying taxes to the Japanese exchequtr: 
It has been all outlay eo far. The esed 
has bean aowjt. The tine will come soon 
igitized by (jOOgle 


when the harvest will begin. At present 
tbe'Korran government claims all tow# 
paid by Japaness whetbrx in tha Indirect 
form o< caatouu dutita or in the direct 
farm of land tax. 

Aa soon as victory began to perch an 
Japan’s banner* the Japoneae pebpla 
began swarming Into Korea until today 
there are a little) ass than ico.cou of thru) 
here. Many if aot most ol these people 
ware small ahup keepers iu Japan and at 
any rate aacU ose «I them paid tax'* In 
some loroi to the Japanese gorirnmcal. 
By coming to Korea they accomplished 
two things. They escaped taxallou and 
they found a large field uf activity. On 
what possible theory would the Japanese 
government allow such an enormous ex¬ 
odus ot taxable citizens it there was to 
be no eveatoal return? The advance in 
Indus trial enterprise ought easily to 
absorb all unemployed labor in Japan, 
An Industrial country cannot afford to 
loao lu laborers in this way no less there 
lm MDUkisg bettor coming. Tha plaint 
of the Japanese • authorities, therefore, 
that they could not prevent tha flood of 
Immlgation into Korea neenie to be a 
uteri rose to cover the fact that such Ini- 
irrigation was just what was desired in 
order to accomplish a definite result in 
the fatnie ; for no ons for ■ moment be¬ 
lieves that Jepeu conld not have curtail¬ 
ed the immigration with esse if H had 
been so disposed. 

But let na Ieoh at the matter from a 
different sUndpoint. No one now deties 
mat Korea la heavily popalatcd, .8<on 
the Kwmdaaa Japanese paper conceits 
this. There ore oralala parts ol Japan 
that ore almoal as thinly populated aa 
the moet moan tain our and inaccessible 
porta of Koras. People cannot live 
Where there » nothin* to live on. 
Population will always mass Itself near 
the source* of (apply. No argument la 
needed to prove that the moit pnaloclive 
portions of Korea today rapport the 
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densest population. If •» look at the e». Japanese does not prove liu claim and 


h«v* tbe occupant d'.npoiscsEcd by pro- 


taHiahed facta concerning what wo may 
o«I agricultural Immigration In other 
countries we «e that the Iintnlgrautt 
Mta up ooil thut is fer tbe oioat pari 
an ret lying (allow. Tliia ia tme in Am¬ 
erica. Canada and Argentina and it con- 
utilities a definite advance In the develop- 
meat of Industry; hut ia thia natural 
law being carried out in Korea n The 
facia do not indicate so. The Jopaneie 
are demanding and are getting tb$ very 
beat land bore and their method a are 
wwh that no unprejudiced mind can con¬ 
done them. The earn: ia true of the 
forests, of tbe fisheries, of theaalt work*. 
The melboda by which the natlvee of 
Qneliiart have been drpi wed of one of 
tbeir main sources of l-rtllBood are ea. 
cujh to malce jaat mm blush for the 
people who adopt them. Where am the 
people of Quel part to go to obtain the 
meano of suntenancef Who baa com¬ 
pel Bated them or proposes to compensate 
them for the aeirare ef their seaweed 
bounces f It bai been node a monopoly 
of the Japanese and herceforth thoogh 
eocic Koreans may be need as common 
laborers the profits of tbe hnninros will 
go luw Japanese pocket*. Wo have 
elsewhere shown from ayawitnaia** that 
the Japanese are clearing the north of 
tinher in the Vatu regba, even private 
grs*« aites being plundered of Item to 
feed the insatiable rapadty of the Japan¬ 
ese. We have been lately importuned 
for help by Koreans whose brood rice 
1st da have been soiled by Japanese. 
Tbrae Koreans hold tbo deeds to the pro¬ 
perty. The prefect of tbe district, the 
goreroor of the pro vines and the Home 
Depart mint In Seoul hare all recognised 
officially the legal owueiahlp and yet the 
OWUW Cannot lecnra pr***!atari. Th* 
Outgo is a multiple one. 

(i) The Japanese tabs spurious, forg- 
ed deeds of laud mad seltc it, leaving the 
Korean to lillgatoior hi* rlgbu. The 
Digitized by VjOOgl^ 


eras of law but b# seism tbe laud by force 
acd throws the burilei of proof on the 

KwcAti owpir. 

<2j Tbe Korean is not given the pro¬ 
per facilities for making good bis claim 
acd getting bock hia property. The 
Japanese local author ite» are almost In¬ 
accessible to the Korean plaintiff. The 
Korean official* know they hold their 
position* by the favor of the Japanese 
acd they ore therefore slow |o help 
tbe Korean plaintiff bring to the notice 
ol Japanese apthoritist (acts iliac must 
b< distasteful. 

(3) No adequate meiaurei have been 
Ulun to control the Japaocac ruident 
in the interior. The Koreans *re still 
buug browbeaten and treated in the 
moot contemptuous moaner hy Japanese 
without hope of redress. 

(4) The appropriation of land for *'lm- 
prriftl postures" hoi never heen esplain- 
ed, Rich farm land twenty mile* long 
by ten wide are bcirg takeu from the 
people to make poatnrra or to cover some 
•chetue whereby the value of the land 
can be diverted from the actual owners 
Into the pockets of others. 

Wo tliiuk mv+ty ouc vf Uiroo eloign 
cm bn proved beyond reasonable doubt 
and we submit that this form of iimui- 
gratkiu la not such as the civilized world 
recognise* as legal. 

A peroral of some of the argnmeuta 
advanced by Japan roe periodicals In favor 
of Japanese immigration is likely to open 
tbe eye* of the reader. One paper say* 
that seven million Japanese could he 
•sally accommodated In Korea with not 
daplacing tbe Koreans, and it demand* 
that the Korean peninsula, smaller than 
of Koubo* Lot withapupnUUvu 
ol at least IO.CCO.OuO, slsunld receive 
annually nearly half n* many immigrant* 
aipour into the United Slates. 

Another paper says th»t ir. tfeti!0,<x*V 
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000 Korean population there la not an 
*KR r «8 aw y^.oro able-bodied work¬ 
men. It estimate* fear Kureuustobe 
equivalent to oae Japanese workman. 
There ie -"tb.ag to oay to thim aveept 
that It la ridiculously ialae. Those who 
-know the Korean farmer and how ha 
work* would no: for a moment endorse 
this estimate. The Korean farmer iami 
hard winking a man aa the Japnoeaa 
farmer, a*d thnae who know will *ay that 
with all hie better protection agaiiat 
fleecing officials the Japanew could tot 
get a tithe more out of a piece of land 
than the Korean can. 

The pies for heavy Japanese immigra¬ 
tion carries with it the demand fur the 
annexation of Korea to Japan. No one 
suppose* that two m three million Jip- 
aueee in Korea wonld live under a Ko* 
rean adiniuietration or pay taxes to the 
Korean government. Such irmnigTailon 
presuppovx the entire aeieare of Korea 
by Japan, the end of the dynasty, tke 
breaking of *11 pledge* which Japan kas 
given. Ie tire civilised world prepared 
for* such an ending to the drama t Will 
China look upon it aea recommendation 
of Japan in the work of opening the 
Middle Kingdom or will It bring the eon- 
rltlloD which .a now di embryo that 
Japan alms at the seizure of the Dragon 
Throne aa well ? 

Editorial Commont* 

The Japan Mu* utterly uaabl© W 
meet onr statement of fact and equally 
unable to understand how a man cao 
have honest convictions and atand np for 
them even against hit own personal In¬ 
terests, leta Itse l go In a tirade uf abase 
which ends with the courteous suggestion, 
that Urn editor uf the Rhvibw has hong 
himself with hii own halter. Wo enjoy 
acch ehulltioniof wit. Their sparkle 
and efferveoceaie ill the empty void 

i 91 bzed by GOOgle 


where argument la lacking. The ques¬ 
tion rentalne whether, our tueio propeai* 
lion wan true uc not. This the Mail oor 
any oae elae hat been able to gaiaasy. 

Til. facts that on. wlf'n.ai or .1 of wit¬ 
ness *aw one kiad of torture aad another 
set saw another kind would hardly aesm 
to the legal ruled a proper proof that 
neither existed Bet ao it aeetn* to the 
Mail. Whet astonishes us most of all ia 
the unwilUugnrs* of certain people to 
know the truth tbout the idtuation. A 
abort time ago ve met a person living in 
the Bail and lu course of conversation we 
had occasion t* criticise the official sets 
of a certain eminent TO P lu Amends. 
Our only criticism was an implied one 
for we gave only a straigbforward naira* 
live of events ; bnt (bat person railed 
hands of horror and said they would bear 
nothing egaiue; the official; even if It 
waa true they would not hear It. That 
Individual had Healiwtd the official In his 
mind—had formed a sort of idol of him 
and facta could have nothing to do with 
the matter. If the image bed feet of 
clay, that individual did not want to 
know it. ' 

Ignorance, hentst Ignorance la a thing 
to he pitied and, so far as poeribls, rim* 
edied. but wilful Ignocanca. the kind 
that hates to be enlightened is to be 
condemned. There are no people lu the 
world who enjoy being fooled let* tkau 
the Bng jisbm tc or American.- Ma hates 
H so despcrateT* lllSrit eometimee takes 
a long time to make him aec that he has 
been used aa a cal’s-paw. Be DgUla 
again at such a revelation, for hiaseU* 
eateem and his self-respect both suffer if 
be has to acknowledgebjsblnndcr. And 
yet beneath It all there la an abiding 
lore of tl»e truth. The AngloiSaxoa 
finda himself waxier or later ; and when 
the fact bcglm to dawn apoa him that 
he has been hoodwinked, that things are 
not as they have been r ep r ese nted, that 
the goods are not np to sample, his In* 
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dlfDfttion i> in direct ratio to his lonoct 
stubborn adherence to (he lellacy. 

It <b this faith In the ult imate fai r- 
min defines. of the Atglo-Ssicoo that 
RtikM nm amll* ml * 'nm AifsiW 

QMDW WSo liavc do dcurc Jy l^n (in 
{nets bet wbuce po*: lioa CIO be xu*inInin* 
edooly by keeping the bondage on their 
o«r eyes and on tbe eye* of the world. 

We do not want the public to accept 
thraa atalementa of fact oo our own an- 
tUrrlty; we want them ;o coma and hi 
for themselves. We rejgtae at the. tight 
of every foreign traveller mbuooiue* to 
KcIWa. “ The chancel are ntn^y.ntna to 
one that he it tu hon esi meu aud t hat 
foe him fools are lm-l« rr»i-»|irN-i»M» of 
thvorfe. ar.d 'precopeyptiona. Daring 
the laiTTanr TtiSiiVh* we hsrse seen snme- 
thrig leas than a score of foreign travel¬ 
ler! in Korea nod what they bavc icen 
and breed and Ira mad bara baa impraaa- 
ed them mightily. Dj*b the editor tif 
the Japan Hail want foreigners to owe 
hate and soaualue crit'caliy me biaud 
of protection which Ja|»au ia giving 
Korea or doee tbe Japanese ad mini lira- 
tioi want it? We trow not. Every for¬ 
eigner in the Interior of Korea is a thorn 
in Japan's Md« today. No one knows it 
belter than theca fnrrigaera thrmwlm. 
Tbay bare bad ocular and phyiiical do- 
monitratioa o! the fact. Time m 
when scy foreign gentlewoman coaid 
travel In an open chair ilone from one 
end of Korea to tbe other without fear 
of nsnU. Is it true today ? A.k foreign 
tad.ee who nave travelled here, even 
with escort, and ace what they aay. Tba 
man who would allow bia wife or slater 
to travel twenty miles from Seoul In any 
direction without eacoit ought to be 
ostracised from decent society. Tbe 
railway trains ran a* ha eveepted from 
'hi», aa they are public uraveyauecs and 
are Duller strict eurreillaace. 

We repeat that our ©u« aud isle dee lie 
foe the Korean people today ir.Uiat tbe 


teople today iatba 

Google 


world might know all the f&cti of 
cue. On thAt pUtforn we will tiand to 
the cad. If any one ch&lleacei oar 
■UtCIDCDL Of the full Wfi Only iniwcr 
♦'Cora* bkuI bm iat ytmrxmlf. l% Dr, 
'Howard Agnew Johnalon, an American 
of aallonal repnlatiuu, baa just been in 
Korea...Aak hint what le found. Biabop 
Candler baa been here. He ia an ob¬ 
servant man, but l* no; at all iotereated 
In politics. Aak him what be at, from 
Ibe merely Humanitarian standpoint. 

The Japan Herald s'.'ikc* Ihe proper 
ante when It nays '“Evidently 111 esc long 
evabliahed right* of the Korean* caunot 
be put aalde aa easily u in the case of a 
savage race." But tb» is precisely the 
attitude of Ibe Japinesepeople in Korea 
In spite of rights that are centuries old 
Korsana are being treated precisely aa 
tlu Ainns or Pcnn cwn i would be treated 
If they were here. 

The limit of London nay* Korea 
nut not be treated sa conquered ter¬ 
ritory. The Intelligent press of lha 
world agree* in thi* bet when fact* are 
presented to show th*l this la precisely Ihe 
condition of things in Korea today the 
people who present those facts and who 
earnestly aak that they be verified and 
Q«rrnlHirm<Ml by Iho** who ihftll come 
here And toveitigAt* *te colled r**c*U 
anicooepiratnra. The Timet warne Jap¬ 
an tbat the treatment of Korea ae con¬ 
quered territory will alienate tbe good 
will of Iho world bat it tbe same time 
depends for its information a boot the 
peninsula upon its reklog and its Tukyu 
correspondents, one of whom bat never 
bean in Korea and knows nothing about 
cuaditioos here except by hearsay, lo 
• icccnt letler .to the Ttmn tbe Tokyo 
correspondent says tbs', the "ll-ch li; ao - 
rirly takaa liberal p oyim' tor its 
mclio. ” He says there was do coercion 
pnelieed iu the sig ustnee of th e local lad 
Usaiy of Uot NovemUr. He soy* the 
Emperor of Korea was ax assenting 
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party. None vt th*s« statements will - 
beet •cintiny and yet one of tbe kadirg 
journals of the world print* them u 
wjlemn fact. 

16r wtllal bltodnesa of l tils nn(» 
poadent is nowkere_£eIutI» 5 ?'"" *b*w 
In hit calling ni ‘'west ern t h eorists. " (or 
ws suppose tbs honor of beiag 

Included In wligt tfCSlH TmIi* 11 body 
of ocddeutals—fepectilTy’Tiuirncan'c'fe 
tCC»—wbo'tileflfli fo~E o 7 c« the creed of 
ence* 

io am whether 
we have 


t«r him l© our 


onlatan* 

b»?c thcoriicd or whether 
brought together enchTi fl ir/ey o \ JfrCtA 
thmt he cannot tacet theih but cab oely 
hide behind a bifricidt of 

Aj io* preach*_Lad^yieudeace. car 

cotatatu Ahow tjac we ,tnni«1w»ya htld 
that Koicn s hould ha vs..s ilmg head 
upon har lot Vtitn^ ^ Wt believed l«5_e 
long tiara that tbalban'i afiquld.b e fiy 
an‘a bill we have been compe lled m. 
Instantly «o e tn’gr. oar mind. In this 
»e am Id tbe some boat with elmdet 
•vary A atari can dtixan In Kona aa wall 
aa with many BiHieli cHissna. V>« fully 
believe that tbe moat piomidug daya 
that modern Korea baa aeen were ia 
1897 wbau Sir J- McLesvy Brown was in 
partial rnntml of the fiaancea of the 
country. She will never tee the aatne 
hopeful condition under Japanese rule. 

Them are aouie 6oe qualities in tbe 
Japanese. TW^lfave“a ieall»a energy, 
a booth of obstacles, a boldness of initia¬ 
tive which all niuet admire, and nena 
more than onraelvee. ihat Japanese 
merchants are eilabliahing themselvetln 
Buropeaa Ruuia at tbla moment la well 
nigh astounding. Their abounding faith 
In their own capacity for achievement 
and their contempt of traditional limita¬ 
tion* are simply saperb. That thalf 
methods bvw «! Macbisvelll and Tally- 
rand is no Impeachment of tbdr sagacity 
whatever It way argue aa to tbdr 
morality. -That aa a nation they are al¬ 
lied b/LiOOgle 


moat wholly lacking in aympathy and In 
a Just appreciation of the lights and re¬ 
tries** of other people only brings out in 
Sharper reliof the brilliancy of lh*if IC- 
qulaltlre facalty. They rue a, people 
that have acquired the Implements of 
n»ud« a civilisation without being hamp¬ 
ered with any of those al truistic not ices 
that the public conscience «o often In¬ 
terpose* hetwee i the ftnglo Sa aouynJ a 
TutbitMi pursuit of sel fish ga in. 

PefW^ thereI oiki balUr illuatration 
of tbe saying tliit history repeat* itself 
than the striking similarity between Jip- 
an'a preaent actions and the spirit which 
dominated Franca ju*t one hundred ywra 
■go when she war under the rpell of lbe 
Ar.t Napoleon. H- did grant thing* for 
education, for lsw. for dvfc efficiency— 
thioga which by.themaelvea were Cal¬ 
culated to seat him in the hall of fme 
be side Lycurgca, Justinian and Alfred 
the Great but hi* vaulting ambition no 
far overleaped tbe bounds of bis legiti¬ 
mate sphere that be became a unlvenwl 
mannas and it took the combined power 
of thtaa kingdoms to re-establish the 
equilibrium of Europe- In some such 
way Japan has ihown hernelf capable of 
great things In th* path of eelMniprova- 
meet, has made herself something of an 
object lesson to all Asiatic peoples I but 
there are diitlnct signs today that ibeSaa 
sl*o Imbibed rather too freely of the 
Napoleonic nectar and wa doubt not Ural 
If abe go** on unchecked aha will seme 
day meet her Wellington ' and her 
Waterloo. 

A recent vidt to the city of Pyeng- 
yang has resulted in a number of eartjae 
discoveries In regard to the sltnatios io 
tbe north. Th* first is the dual govern¬ 
ment of the Japanese. There is a local 
Japanese Resident In that city bnt when 
cast* of injustice and opprewdnn on the 
part of tbe Japanese military people are 
brought to hit attention be disclaims 
any power to lobafcra, Ha has nothing 
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to do wtth the military end the two arms 
uf the Japanese occupancy work not on¬ 
ly Independently of each other but In 
tuaiy instances at eroos purposes. 

There ia one fact an abhorrent to tha 
mini, ao damaging to the good"name of 
Japan that It Is with great reluctance 
that wc mention It, aud yet it is so fully 
prosed both by foreign aod native wit- 
neweii that it is bayoud dispute. In a 
certain town in Korea the military quar- 
ter«l auldicra U. pool* K~i«n *“<* 

in tthara Japanese prostitutes. In a none 
her of lusUucea Korean CbrirtLao# were 
compelled to give op pax*, of their housca 
to these prostitute* who carried on their 
ncfuriosi bust ness on the premises. i We 
made careful Inquiries about tbi* un¬ 
speakable outrage on decency and the 
fact was verified in tha most positive 
tnaaner.. Every Chri.tiau man whoac 
hour* w*B thu* invaded was toU hy tliq 
church authorities that if be could nut 
get rid of the horror be mast leave his 
h— f, desect it and «~k ■ ludglag some¬ 
where else. It was impossible that a 
Christina {unity should continue to live 
iu such surroundings. We would like to 
oak what tbe civilized world would any 
If It were fully aware of tbie proven fact. 
Wist would the ehnrcliM of Amejlca 
and Bnglupd say? What, indeed, would 
anyone say, whether he be a churchman 
or lot? 

It gives ua no pleasure to place before 
the public eye euch a revolting picture, 
It is a grim ueceetity, a duty which if 
uiifarfamed »<mld uisko a* accessory 
to the crime. The only way to stop such 
practice* la to let the light of gtacral 
knowledge in upon them, placa them 
before the world and ask it to pose judg¬ 
ment upon s civilization which leaves it 
possible for man in authority to perpo* 
true such an outrage ea tils. All through 
the north l>oth oo the east side and on 
tbe west these abandoned women arc 
drtauching the Korean youth. They sell 
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therneelvaa at a price within the teach 
even of tha poor and ornate a condition 
of noddy unknown in all the history ol 
the land. Korea is luw enough. God 
knows, but this sort of thing overstep* 
all former buoad* and leaves tbe observer 
simply itupefied. We hardly limit wa 
will here be cluuged, at we sometime* 
hare been, with a shallow oentinicntal- 
lam. Put yonrsdt in the place of the 
Korean who uses his horse turned into a 

bi'frlll*] Aud ju*u^iuu Luw ys,u nuultl X«cl« 

We would like lo see how the Japan Mali 
or any other supporter of the Japauese 
policy La Korea would continent on thl* 
condition of things. They doubtless will 
maintain discreet silence u they did 
about the opium airodrlea which wc 
opened up in a raced t number. Since 
tbtn wo have learned that one Japanese 
yeudor of morphine wai caught in tha 
act uf oelli ug to a Korean ; the local 
authorities were notifies but instead of 
treating the culprit as hs would b< treat¬ 
ed in Japan tb*y inflictel uo p.inichm ear 
whatever, on the ground that the man 
‘'promise! not to do it again." 

We lay these facta before the public in 
the full belief that thmkiug uieu. fsx 
righted mem, will be rocacd to the algai- 
ficaacc of passing cvcata which from 
thtir vary proximity fall to engage the 
attention, as more remote occurrences 
do, 

HlitlonariM In Koraa, 

The idea of saeorng cleat of public* iu 
th« restricted sense of that term ia a 
laidolile one and the missionaries are 
undoubtedly right in their main altitude. 
They are hero to leach Christianity and 
only that. But what will Christianity 
Wh? Her*'as slvewhtreliVill teach 
1 uccallly, destines*, bounty' puniotigm. 

1 It will make a man discontfnTid wiTBTWd 
' moral surrouqdings at well as bad 

soritary surroundings tnd he can no 

nnmnT irotr 
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more retrain fruu trying to correct the. 
ecil« that surround him than be can Map 
breathing. The early Church took the 
same attitude shoot politics that this 

rsanlailnn ImpliM, hnl III# growing fnror 

of Christianity Anally, sad wtihwt 
bloodshed, revolutionised society and pat 
a Christian Hiuperox on the throne of 
Bom*. Was Urn politics? Not exactly. 
It was something larger than politic*asd 
included it 

To say thal toe evangelisation ot Ro- 
re*, which ie going on today with 
startling rapidity. has no political sigoi- 
fiauce would be to belle hiatory. And 
right Iter* we loach the whole question 
of mieeioos In Chius, Japan, India, 
Penis, Siam and everywhere cbc. 
Politics, st the bottom, is mads up of 
moral forces anc Christianity is nothing 
if 51 "6< ndt « moral force. In order to 
keep mluloca from affecting politics you 
mast drift every missionary and cvrry 
Bible aad tract and suggestion of Christ 1 
out of theconotiy. If y%j a Ova't 
want Hie bread to rise yon most not let 
any yeast gel into U. This whole effort 
to prevent Chrlilian missionariet from 
having political significance while slill 
allowing them to tench Christianity it as 
futile aad illogical se It would be for any 
lulas fernery lo claim Ibn ability to keep 
himself and bis work oat of pohtica. Van 
enn keep the Cforth and the State 
•eparste but yon cannot keep morality 
and cleanliness and honesty sad juste* 
■od patriotism ynd the other qualities 
which am h «Tg3 tsn«d. H not ' actually 
caused ty'Christianity—you cannot keep 
'there thlnge-Bofl tbe Stats separate. No 
government wmsevnr more despotic than 
that of tbe Caeoere and yet even there 
h waa proved that tbe State is the aggre¬ 
gate of individual wills, and the 
despotism of that lino went down befern 
the silent prog*r«s of ChriltiaDity'M 
wnely ai the revolving year turns win lev 
to Btaao. 


Google 


If It were a question merely of mis¬ 
sionaries keeping on! of law cases into 
which Korean Christians may be drawn 
It wonld he eaay of solution bnt the mit- 
tmr I, far nniaplinalaii than this. 

Quesdouaof morals come In nud the nie¬ 
llo nary has lo give hli advice. Imagine 
for instance Ibat Korean Christians ir* 
ordered by tbe Japanese to work on tbe 
railway on Sunday end the miseionorj is 
asked for bis opolon. He can give but 
one aDSwcr.soa that ts to relnae at all 
hoaarda. No niiasiouary would dare to 
withhold bis aivice aud he dare advise 
nothing leas than this, but here he be¬ 
comes mined u? In •‘polltlca’.* by odris- 
hig realitance. though paariveyealstacce 
only, to Japenree authority. In bom 
cooes tbe missionary is in duty bound to 
Interfere, even when bis advice is sot 
euuglit; os In lbs caaea died iu our list 
laeue, where Jr pen ear public wotieu 
were quartered span C hr lotion home* in 
tbe interior. ■ 

But there i* omitha aipcct of ibe 
qneation. What la that missionary to do 
when hla own personal rights or the 
right* of hia employers are threatened ? 
Suppose a Japanese comes sod drives 
stakes around a port of the missionary's 
property, what is he to do about it? 
Why, just what has b*«n done iu half a 
score of cases already, take It Lo hia Con- 
no! for odjnstnent. It always gets 
adjusted in ihe long run, for tbe Japan¬ 
ese authorities know that the missionary 
will claim no more than bis legal rights 
and to rwfas* to rectify thw matter wosld 
make a public scaudal. Tire uii sal oust y 
get* bia rights because be haa behiad 
him a government that baa to be reckon¬ 
ed with. Bat the Ko<cas who lias no 
cue to beck him bee hie land or bis hoase 
taken away Irtne him without any be pc 
of redress or indemnity. If be bo a 
Christian he cones to the missionary lor 
advice. Tbe missionary uy* It ia a mat¬ 
ter he cannot have anything to do with 
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personally and the Rotate goes *wtow- 
fully away wondering wkoi* to help him. 
If the uriulanaty were to us* hiainflocnev 
lo the full and get the Korean uut or 
trouble there would b» Un ihouMd 
others vflocklng to th« church for the 
pmpoie-o*-iwonrlng - »ieh alA Thia la 
why the missionary hae to keep hla hand* 
offeneh cases. Score* of Korean a have 
appealed to na to help them aecare justice 
and in every e**e where help baa been 
attempted we have made It perfectly 
clear that we would na willingly help a 
heathen Korean aa a Christian one In tbla 
matter ol getting jnatie*.' To make a 
distinction would he to do a great injns- 
tier and injury to the Christian church. ■ 
In doling we would like to any that It 
■mat not be Inferred that the Chriatian 
pople o( Korea are aot in full sympathy 
with the main object of thia magaiinn 
for wa know to a c^jJalsty that auch in 
not the gmc. W| barn received too 
many worila and lette ie of e ncourage* 
meal aud good cheer to seat aU in doubt 
on that point.. '--- 


Tkx Collection In Korea. 

The new Japans*e regime propone* to 
• radical cbuug« ii the method of 
collecting Unn throughout the country. 
There can be ho manner of doabt that a 
change of some kind ia greatly needed. 
In thia paper we propoae tn give tfaesutr. 
ject aa thorough and critical a review aa 
wc can. dealing vrith it from various 
points of vlaw and attempting to give our 
reader* a comprehensive surrey of tho 
whole enbjact. U cannot be done in a 
fen paragraph* and we crave the patience 
ol the reader if be fines that it it long. 
We consider thi* matter one of great im- 
potlanr* hnlh for til* Korean people ud 
aa illustrating what Japan is doing and 
la capable of doing in this peninsula. 
What wc aay may bn aieceptlbte of un¬ 
favorable criticism and wa shallrweleome 
Digitized by VjOOglt? 


any such crlliciam and give it space in 
th«M pages, Wc wish to illustrate every 
pfaaaa of this and every other question In 
regard to this unfortunate people. 

At tbs outset we waive, tm the por- 
pcees of discussion, the fact that tlie 
presence of Japan in Rorea today i»in- 
ternatioaally illegal, that *b« baa no 
more moral right her* in her present 
capacity than Germany would have In 
Denmark or than the United States 
would have In Canada. We waive also 
Ibe fact that according to the no-called 
agreement of lost November the Japan¬ 
ese have no right to assume control of 
nil internal nutters in Korea. Whether 
snch assumption la a good thing In cur¬ 
tail) ways ur nut, ll ialllag^ ul • ilia 
dlact usurpation. We waive these facta 
fur tho moment and fur the sake of tbs 
argument acknowlcdgi the absolute dt 
facte control of every function of the 
Korean government by Japan. . Por the 
time being, at least, Japan can work her 
will in Korea. Such being the case, the 
point under discussion is whether Ibe 
present work of tax reform is calculated 
to work ont the btot results for Korea. 
Tu discuss it intelligently we must first 
go back and inquire "bat the method 
hu been heretofore aud Ibcu compare it 
with the proposed method. 

Prom the moat aeclrut times the col¬ 
lection of tone* ha* been in the band* of 
lor*I prefects who have always carried 
out the work through the agency of a 
»pedal class of men railed ajum. As 
there are approximately flo.cco square 
nulcs in the Empire and about three 
hundred and fifty prefectures it followa 
that each prefect covert an average arcs 
of square mile*, end ns the popula- 
lion may be roughly estimated at U.oco,- 
ooo, c»ob |iral« bu amlct bis care an 
average of a little less thin js.cdo people, 
Thi* population ha* always been very 
largely agricultural, and as the land tax 
has always provided pint! tenth?, ol the 
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revenue of the country It will be treti 
that the great balk of the work of run¬ 
ning the gotenrneat hai devolved Upon 
the prefect* one that from the practical 
point of view they and the ajurtl have 
done more to krep ihlnx* gulng (ban all 
other officials combined.' 

The ajuitl arc different from all other 
Korean officials In that they are an her* 
oditary cloaa anrl have the met Bubstin- 
tfal local standing throughout tha 
prefecture.. The prefects ara birds of 
passage but the ajuns are per In an rat. 
They are the ewpiires, ao to apeak ; not 
exactly country gentlemen but generally 
•olid men of affair*, intimately arqnaint- 
rd with the people and all their clrcem- 
•Unces. They are the bast read and (ha 
«*«•* inUUiRcul »d widely lufoiinad 
bien i* the conalry. It U to them that 
the people instinctively look fot help 
and for auggeatloh. In some instawea 
tbay are horribly corrupt and fleece the 
people u» the Knit of endurance but this 
is tba exception rather than the rule. 
There i» bo do« 3 t that in erery prefec¬ 
ture io tha land the people have had to 
pay much more than the nominally legal 
rate of taxation but the reason la that 
neither the prefect* nor the •Jum have 
ever received fcour tha government a 
Hv.n* v-H«. Today vU« rccd>c 

four yen a men lb. on which pittance 
they arc supposed to support their fani- 
Ilea. This is less than half what ft la 
powHble for them to liva on- It is the 
rome thing with the prefects, they have 
always bean utleipaid. Tbla la true 
also lu China, and muat be taken into 
account when ®e begin to to find fwlt 
with the so-called squeezing of the peo¬ 
ple. Hut these ajwu live right among 
tlia people and caunct get away, and If 
they go too far in indirection they know 
that Ike pewpl. Ixo.e that Ui court of 
"ppeal. mob law. and raany an ajvtt haa 
been made to feel tba heavy hand of 
poplar condemnation. 
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1 There la on average- of at least ten 
ajurn in each district, or something over 
3 ,joo In tho, whole country. Say vital 
we may, these men have inore Inca! in¬ 
fluence iu every line than do any rther 
Clan Of people \ It may not be an Uni 
slate of things but auch is tba ftfht. It 
la necessary t® Impreoa this Important 
print, because it will help to show the 
nature and extent of the change waich 
the Japanese have bo lightly inaugurated. 

It is now settled that thirty-six nrwly 
appointed tax coHectora are to bo given 
the complete management nf the *ni«i- 
■m of collecting and tracamitlug the 
taxes of the coin try. Under them tSera 
are 142 assistants or clerks or deputies 
who Will Boris* io the work. From the 

Slallollc* of *u-«» «i»d population wkieb 

WS have already given it la anaceptlhle of 
matheoptical proof that each of these 
thirty-alx collectors will have under him 
an average of a : " at 300,oco pe>ple 
scattered over an *"ea of about aooo 
equate mile*. Bach collector will have, 
Under him four deputies or clerks. The 
overwhelming difficulties under which 
such a ayBtem will woik may ba eerily 
a uni mat! red. 

{0 Tbt land tax produces al most the 
whole revenue of the country. Tbie 

money Cool** fforn tb* •»!« of Ui« an. cal 

crop which Is harvested largely iu the 
autumn by the people who, are a rale, 
make h bare subsistence and who by ne¬ 
cessity have bemtne past master, of the 
art of concealing everything that might 
tempt the cupidity of those who are 
stronger than them selves. The roeolt is 
that It hae alwsyB been found necessary 
to collect the tax Immediately after 
harveat. If thsre la delay the difficulty 
of collection will he euormoualy lucre us¬ 
ed. At this time all the 3,600 ajum of 
the country are kept m boey *■ bees see¬ 
ing that the money is forthcoming, 
watching the people aa a cat watches a 
mouee to see that the people do not 
firininnl frorr 
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evsde the law, • Of course the prefect* 
coaid *eit« tho bind of any person who 
refused to pay hot If th* I* done to any 
great extent trouble i» likely to brew. 
Tin money must be collected at a time 
when tne people have bo cacuae fo» nut 
paring. Tbie necew»ily U the reaaon 
why the number of tax mllectoia in each 
district i* proportionated Urge. KacU 
prefecture ia divided into a large number 
of district* end the collection ol the taxes 
in Mcb diatrict in In charge of an under 
official called a sa-ryttng. Rub district 
iaagain subdivided into ullage* or neigh¬ 
borhood* each in Cb&'ge of a. ur-im. 
Tbsse la*t are the one* that come moil 
clotely in contact with lac people. They 
hatd over the tax money to the t*ryttt\£ 
wha pom it on to the ajum and they in 
tom aoeoont to the prefect. TUa minute 
detail Beans cumber sums to un but theie 
cat be uo doubt that under the ciicuiu- 
et&icca a (mall number would hod it 
impossible to collect the revenue. Prom 
tbii it seema quite evident that theta 
uew tax collectors will have to depend 
cot rely upon the old machinery. Thirty- 
*ix Collectors with > 4 * deputies can do 
nothing more than have genera) •uprx- 
vision of the work and this lupcrviiion 
will be just as much rnoie Indefiuite and 
aab)Kt to error tbnu me old *y*tcui *• 
the naw collector* are le*« in number 
than the old Lime prefect*. The quca- 
tloi now arise* whether the new regime 
wiL not he compelled lo rely npon the 
present ajtt hi. s&ryuHg fud io tm just aa 
the prefect* have relied upon them in 
the past. There can be but one answer 
and that answer is Yea. The reaaon for 
this Ilea at the very root of the Korean 
aocial system. To collect laxea In Korea 
it is necesaary for the immediate collec¬ 
tor* to know the people intimately, to 
ua Cat stand ihalr Individual ciicumitan- 
cas and be able to detect any attempt to 
over-reach the government. At the 
as me time be must be able to see when. 
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because of unforeseen ciienmsiaaceB or 
accideuU. particular individual* ere 
really unable to pay promptly and to ex- 
tend a certain degree of’leniency a* to 
the time of payment. If the work ia 
duua by thuaa who do not know Ibe 
psople intimately tome hard and fa*l 
role will bo necessary. Any degree of 
disciimitialion between individual case* 
would at once throw tie whole machin¬ 
ery into coafuwon and great hardship 
and lu]nillee would Inevitably leonlt. 

Taking it a* settled, then. Chat in the 
eed the new collectori will have to de¬ 
pend upon the Mine instruments as of 
ota, the important question atises 
whether either the people or the govern¬ 
ment will be benefited hy the change. 
The answer to this lies In a brief consid¬ 
eration of the need n! any change. 
Where doe* the trooblt lie that the Jap. 
•oeae’ administration should suggest a 
change? We reply that iba only difficul¬ 
ty about the taxes ia Ibe country is that 
thr people have never been told definite¬ 
ly by the central government exactly 
wlat they mast pay each year. It ie 
usdexuood in f general way that the 
lejai tax la so many dollars a fyul but 
no guarantee has ever been given Ibe 
people that mocfi more than this will 
»o: be exacted in the form of epedal 
imposts, ]n some case* these special 
taxes have been ordered from Seoul hut 
mere often they emanate from the cup¬ 
idity uf the prefects and the ajuns. Bnt 
three are Ibe very men span whom the 
new colleolora will have to depend. The 
apM have never been ablo to Hr# on 
their salaries and the saute practice* aa 
of old will have lo be rencled to in order 
to make ends meet. It ia certain that In 
connection with the new regime the 
government will have to give the people 
a carefully prepared schedule of taxation 
and rigidly adhere to h if the desire of 
the Japanese Is that lbs people may 
benefit by the change But if such a 
nfiriinm irorT' 
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schedule we msd« out and the people 
everywhere were clearly told tbit sty 
attempt an the part of any official to 
collect more would be tbe signal lor bis 
Immediate dloalesal and punishment 
there would be oo need of a new regime. 
Tbe salaries of the prefects and apm 
conld be. rained tea point where cupidity 
would bare no ralld excuse for extortion 
and then the people could he nsiuied 
that there would be no intermediate .ltd 
vcutloM* luipvol*. But >c have Inn 
told by some who are personally Inti ante 
with conditions la the country that even 
than Che ajunt would oppress the people 
*ud the latter would not dare to report 
them to the higher authorities. This 
may be ao but what in there about tire 
new plan to prevent the very aame thing ? 
Any mean* for that end would apply 
equally well tn the old system. Itii 
■aid the prefects arc corrupt and are only 
iotcot upon feathering their own seat*. 
Bui what guarantee is there that the new 
n»n will not do the asms, and If no* 
why conld not the sums kind of men be 
appointed as prefect!/ And h'erw we 
( oorae to the second consideration, 
j (2Y What Is the quality nf the men 
| that have been appointed ta these thirty* 
5 ©ollectorsblps/ One would think, 
' from the importance of their work that 
great care would be exercteed In thtir 
selection. That only thcae would be 
chosen who have had large experience 
in prefectural work and who know tbe 
ropes. We haTC made S Careful examina¬ 
tion of the list of appoint*** and « find 
that out of thlrty-alx men there are seven 
and possibly eight who are reasonably 
efficient. , There are about the sails 
number move who arc doubtful, as thsy 
haro never shows what they can do, and 
the remainder, more than half of tbe 
whole, are tnea who could scarcely hope 
to bold down a prefectural )ob to nay 
Dotting u* exercising control of ths cot- 
t tcilo* of tmxe» ia ten pr 4 f*<lurc* Mia j 
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of them *rc yruing fellow* from twenty* i 
five to thirty years old with 00 experi- | 
ance whatever tnd who can be sasffy 'j 
manipulated by their underliugsln wlist- ' 
ever position they are puL II would be 
allly to hope fo« any good results frera 
•och material. The probability la tfcat 
they will not be able to do tbs werk 
nearly as well as the prefects have dooe 
it heretofore. 

(3) Another consideration that aia»* 
w*igh haavily in the balance in thi* ; if 
the new men conld depend upon toe 
hearty and loyal to-operation of tbe pre¬ 
fects and ajunt in ths various districts, 
even such men cUuld perhaps do soiao- 
thing effective but what la the tmthnf , 
the case/ Brer? prefect and every ajwt I 
will be from the fuel bitterly opposed to \ 
tbe hew tax collectors. In some places \ 
the ajtmt bare already declared that they | 
will do the new lepntiea physical Injury 

if. they come in contact with them. Mo 
reasonable mso coo suppose that the 
collector* mill gat anything bnt obstreo- 
tlou and hatred from the officials who 
are being superseded in this work. The 
aftuit will not put at the service of the 
new com ml talon any more of then 
intimate knowledge of local conditicns 
than they are absolutely comptdlod to do. 
They have It le their power to put so 
many Impalpeblt obstructions in the way 
that the new collectors will be glad to 
throw up the jib. and we doubt vtry 
much whether Una will not be theupatot 
at the matter. People who have beau f 

■cpei*odtd are never eager to help thoae 

who have taken theta- places, and this la 
the way the prefect! look at the matter, 
and the ajtnu take their cue from die 
prefects. 

(4) It la worth while asking what the 
oootof this new system will be. Tbtoe 
collector#, carrying a heavy weight of 
responsibility, will natotally rwoelva high 
salaries. U they do not get this legiti¬ 
mately they will get it some other way. 
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Tlwy are not going lo do Ulgb work for 
low pay. The some ts true of the deputies. 
TU* wUole commission will be an added 
expeiulitnre, for the fstf that these men 
relieve the prelects of the insjor pert of 
their work will uoi make It poeeible to 
lower the salaries of the prafecU. What 
benefit is the jfuveruneut to itetivt 
freau this added expendituref From the 
coishleratiunS already iDentlOUed we he- 
litre there will be little if any. If it it 
urj;e<1 that check■ can be put upon in¬ 
direction we reply thu the very same 
ebreke might a* cosily fce put on the uld 
method. In this new scheme the check! 
will simply have to he pal upon a larger 
number nt individual* It la already 
tail that, beginning with next February, 
the taxes arc to be collected io tho new 
currency. Jnst what t hi a maanaviedo 
not know. If it meant Ihnl in place of 
one old nickel one nev ana will be de- 
minded It follow* that tho tax will ba 
dole led. If it meani that the people 
bib Lo pay Ilia mluc raluc but in lbe 
new coinage nothing mvr< absurd could 
be proposed for tho new come ate not 
found to any extent in the interior and 
the people might u well be naked to 
pay in Bugli»h sovarslgus or Indian 
rupeea. 

Now these are the main reason a why 
wi think a mietake hoi been made. It 
uiiy be that the Japanese financial 
autbnrilea mean to do the right thing, 
but, a* io the Nugamori scheme and 
others. wa do not think they have ex- 
■ameil into the condition# suniciently 
or have rightly, ganged the difficulties to 
be met. They hare underrated the con¬ 
servative tendency of the people, the op¬ 
position of the men who ore to be 
eop«rscdcd s the difficulties of the work 
generally. If It be aaid (hat tbte criticism 
is merely destructive, Jt will be easy to 
ibow the way in which the collection of 
taxes could be made efficient and proper 
by the Japanese -ogtbiMit gowg to all 
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tbji trouble and without having the 
whole country about their car*, ttll thut 
would be needed ia to give the people a 
printed list of every tax that ihey will he 
caded on to pay and make It a criminal 
oBonse for anyone to esact a tingle cash 
mote. Make the issuance uf special lieta 
by governors or prefects a felony sad 
puna a law that any man who ia made to 
pay a cent mare than bit legal tax shall 
collect (foible the amount from the man 
woo uaa laketi tUo money. «i»cu (heu 
there will be indirection bnt if _poorts of 
law are to be established any man who 
rmea lo stand op agaimt being defraud¬ 
ed can bring the oBendtr to justice, Wa 
have inquired carefully from foreigner* 
li'iug in the interior sod who almost 
daily come in contact with Koreans who 
have been compelled to pay outrageous 
special taxes and it is iheir opinion that 
such a meneure se we have here nutlioed 
would do away with nine tenths of the 
tronble. 

Dat oae other thing is needed. The’ 
prelect* and other officers should be paid 
a living wage or elee the srpeexlag 
astern will remain sail has always been, 
the only way to keep from stravatkm on 
tbc psrt of the ajuns. sa /ywn^aud oilier 
patty officials In ths coinl/y. It w,->u)d 
not he difficult lo entlamte what that liv¬ 
ing wage must be. Hveu with the new 
system this would be equally necessary, 
la ordet to pievent over-laration. 

Jf we look at the matter in a more 
general WRy we shall si* that before the 
brat results can be obtiiued the oriental 
idea that public office li the only road to 
wealth must be done away and in Its 
place most come the mare rational west¬ 
ern Idea that public service is dceiiable 
only fqr one of two reason*; first l_he 
d-iiiv to serve Hie aisle and make all 
honorable uurue or seiontliy lo obtain a 
position which will bring .> good-living 
wage and will be permanent to long sa 
tie work is well don* We lJo,BOt say 
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lb it these Ideals are always followed Id 
the well but they are recognised u be¬ 
ing tba usual motives in seeking public 
etrvica. The contempt with which tba 
public at large looks npon the Use of 
"Give r»i illcfiiUaistc Kolia is c-lilara 
enough that snch Dee ie the exception 
rather then the rale. 

Nothing but education aod Cbrst- 
iaoity combined will ever bring this ideal 
hoaia to the Korean people or to id; 
people; and the present enthusiasm along 
both these Hoes in Korea today form the 
diver lining to the cload which enrelope 
her. 

Later;—In what we have written 
above It la Inti mated that the ajtau will 
doubt!csi be utilised in the collection of 
Una Wa bs.»d this mrnikso on tbs 
tiller impossibility of carry leg out the 
work without them ; but later advice# 
Indicate that they are not to be need at 
■D. If eo we arc prepared to predict that 
I be new syatem will prove an insupport¬ 
able harden npon the common people. 
Whet will happen hag already been fore¬ 
shadowed In the action of the servants of 
one prefecture. Pealing tore that they 
were to be ignored by the new comnJt- 
aion end tbit their means ol livelihood 
was to be taken away they determined to 
do an that **•» la Uialr power to hinder 
the operation cf tbe new commissi Ml. 
They therefore destroyed ell tie records 
of the tans and every means of discov¬ 
ering the amounts that different persons 
are accustomed to paying as taxes. Tala 
•rill throw an snortuou# burden on the 
shooldrra of the CO tutu teal on, a harden 
the I will crash them to Ihe earth. Tka 
men who have been displaced have never 
been convicted, tea body, of indirection. 
It ie true that many af them have pro¬ 
bably oppressed the people, bot to ctm- 
if"" than dsOs&rand replace them with 
man who kaow nothing a boot the work 
to be dona sad who give no better pro¬ 
mise of square dealing than they them¬ 


selves, U not mlculated to please the 
country official* or make them ready to 
■id in tbe new work. 

Thera ia one thing ia this connection 
that should be barred against. As these 
CuuiuiImIvucii go shout Utdi work sc- 
com pan led by Japanese auditors orac- 
ooantanta there will be, as we have 
pointed out, thousands of cases where 
land will be edred and sold to pay lues. 
Who will there he to buy this land and 
what Wtll the price be? The Japanese 
aat Don ties iOouM he on the lookout fo * 
a els as of men vba might take ad tankage. 
Df Ihe Korean farmer and bay op hla 
land for a song under the grim necessity | 
of lax payment. We da wot say there 
will be each a does bat we would suggest 
la lbs ran* polntod manner that lbs 

government should look to it that there 
bo no sharks swimming about with this 
latent. 

Our pearl m Inn may be unwarranted 
aod if so, if the danger to the safely uid 
welfare of the Koreans which this move 
threatens, la worded ofl and cornea to 
naught, no one will rejoice more then 
wa. • 

Th« Kortan Pr8f*otur«g. 

U -ill Ik nniiBibmd that sum* 
months ago the government doubtless 
■oder iostmctloe from tbe Japanese de¬ 
termined to reconstruct the whale fee- 
fcctuml system sad join together several 
prsiseturse, tfaas lowering tbs tetal 
■umber from sbout ilS to something 
like 140. But no sooner was the scheme 
stated than th« unforeseen difficq]ti«i in 
the way began to pile up bo high ttsl, 
like the Nsgumari scheme, it had to be 
abandoned in loft, Tbo benefit* to be 
derived from tbs change wars eo proble¬ 
matic anil (hr obstacles were eo definite 
that tbe metier ended In e fiasco, let 
the new masters of Korea yearn for 
change*. Things mnot be overtimed 
hafinmni rrorr 
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lritapectivenf their utility.. The Japan¬ 
ese reform plan ia lerjely iconoclastic 
and nnleia there i* a uni aerial overhaul¬ 
ing of innitullona they will not be sati»* 
fieri- So a mi bail rota motion bu been 
pci. namely that the prelectors* should 
be eo far disintegrated >■ to allow Ibeui 
to be made more uniform in shape and 
area. It ia proposed la lop off ibis pro- 
jertion and that corner end edd them to 
contiguous prefecture*. It i» claimed 
tint it will tbua be caaiar to admioistcr 
tb* gnveimneat of the prefectures. But 
tb.a I* entirely problematic at yet. Id 
6 ce way It may simplify matter* but ia 
another aud more iuiparlaul way it will 
complicate them. Thousands of people 
•will be trautfaired from one jurisdiction 
to auothei aud the amouul of icadjuai 
mint required Id tbia process l* not eeatly 
utdetetood by the foreigner be he Boro- 
pten or Japaneae. Bear in mind that 
the ajuHl in the country have everything 
under their eye. that all aorta of aortal 
inrtitatiooa axe femilltry known and 
critically acrotlnlxed by theae eociel 
.leaders, that such Intinatc acquaintance 
ia necessary to the successful adjodica- 
ticn of law case* where evidence ii gen¬ 
erally more a matter of pnMic knowledge 
than of specific Information. Imagine 
then • section of a prelector# detached 
from Its old connection*, taken oat of 
the hand* of the men who have managed 
it* affaire nod wboie fithere and grand¬ 
fathers for hundred* of year* back have 
held the saute position, and put into the 
hand* of men of a neighboring and. in 
miny ceaea, rival prefecture. Their new 
neighbor# look npon them a* new com¬ 
er* and interloper# and it will take de¬ 
code* lor tbe people tha* transferred to 
gain a position where they will have a* 
much influence in the iffoir* of the pre- 
fee lure u lli«y hid bifiri. Tbo #i Juhj, 
□nosotl to the atuily uf oew people* and 
new condition*. will be joillc for i long 
tine to adjust themselves to tba 
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elate of thing*. There will inevitably 
b* dirtuuiaat and p considerable degree 
of Buffering before things will gei to 
tanning smoothly agalo. 

Look how Ihe would-be reformsre leap 
from one extreme to the opposite uua. 
In. one breath they want to double or 
triple the work of the prelect hy (brow¬ 
ing several district* together and with 
tie neat breath they sigh for a change 
which will relieve the prtienl prefects 
of part uf the burden ol adminlbiiatlon 
by equalizing the area of the prefecture*. 
Both are wild cat scheme* nod have no 
baii* in common sense. L*t tbe prefec. 
tare* alone eud begin the work by im- 
proving, quality U the man rotbsr 
than the shape of the prefectures. The 
double* of Korea uyla* can he overcome 
uoly by a moTtii revolution, not a phyM- 
cU ooe. You caquol tuake it easy for a 
Itfi lisuded man to are » pair o' shears 
by taking the ihaui apart aud putting 
them together ditferrotly. Yo * mml 
Uatk tka man to uu ki< rykt hand . So 
is Korea ao gerrymandering of tba prw 
fretures will.be of any use unless tbs 
quality,of .the men be tailed lo a higher 
point cjf efficiency. Tbe Japanese do 
not eecra to realize tlila. aa the recent 
appointment.to tax cohectarship* *bow. 
We nrge not the sudden change ol 
method* of administration bnla cleaning 
of the present tnelhuli. otherwise we 
shall aee oat oily tbe same indirection a* 
heretofoie but added to.it the confaslon 
incident to sadden end violent attempts 
at social >#adju*tmaiit. 


We are in receipt of certain detail* 
connected with one of the woi*t atroci¬ 
ties ever perpetrated iu Koiea by a ]ap- 

mdcac. It occurred »c*r the tOVPU. of 

Mokpo and ia thoroughly authenticated. 
A young Japaneae about twenty two 
year* old waa determined tu jecarc pua- 

ririnin.il frorr 
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•MAion of the bioir cl S Korean 1)1 OS© 
or tha villages near the port- Wo ore 
not told-whetlier he hid secured anyfun 
on the property or hid pat the owner 
Dltd't «»7 sort nlnionelary obligation to 
himself tmt.be that wit may, be went to 
the men's bouss a few dnya ago and de-' 
instxlsd possession af the property with- 
ont procea* of )ib. The owner, a man * 
about fifty years uf age. refused to giro 
op the house. The young Japanere 
thereupon seized the Korean and hoard 
him. He tied a heavy Hick aero** fail 
■tuiuldrra and attached a weight fo udl 
end or the alicA and ilieu bang bliu la 
Ihe roof-tree of hie own house la. a p««U- 
ttou Of the most exquisite torlcue that 
was ealcdlated to kill; him by inches. 
This is what hippenrd for after * few 
hour* of intense agony the mso expired* 
This may have frightened the Japonetfe. 
for he made bfl. The rinmlered mar's 
moo retaining tome, soon alter, armed 
himself with a ksife .and started in pur¬ 
suit. He -over tock the Japanese at a live* 
side. The Japanese plunged In and swstn 
across. The Korean carrying the knife 
in bis teeth followed without an Instant's 
hesitation. New tha other side of toe 
at ream bf. caught the murderer aad 
hound him. Others of tha villagers har¬ 
ried up and tbey.drsggcd the Japanese 
hick to the scene of bis revolting crime. 
There they killed him Mid taking cat 
Ills heart and liver sacrificed them to the 
spirit of the murdered Korean. 

Tbcieaic two »■ Out* things to nUe 
in connection with tbia crime and the 
summary punishment. In the first place 
the murder of a father is In tha eyes of 
the sou a crime lhat deuiamln sore 
punishment. In Korea the whole soc-sl 
system is built on the reverence of 
parents by their Children and if the »<n 
had not nought to avenge the murder as 
speedily as possible be would hive been 
set down aas greater criminal than the 
murderer. Whatever the result might 
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be lo himself he was In duty hound both 
by the tenets of lain own religion and If 
the unwritten la* of bis social envirco. 
ment to avenge his father's death. • 

In the second place the murderer «■* 
not a Korean . H Ua h ad been, the ls» 
would have uphe ld th e punishment met¬ 
ed out to him Jt would uolhnve been 
necessary to carijr oul ibe execatlos in¬ 
stantly for the lsw_KQu 3 d have done It In 
any case, without fall . But w ith ajaptn- 
t*r the ci»e wm different. Tha Korean 
knew, ns nil Koreans know sud is bis 
been demoniVrarrd TTi.n- limn dnrr. that 
to Have appeal**'- «*» tbe Japanese ouitor- 
Ulea Woul d not have secured tb sexUatis 
penalty of t he l aw. The Japa'nese vrodd 
bavw been locked up foi a time perbspe 
and probably deported hack-to Japan tot 
do one conversant-with the history of 
Ibis present occupation will believe for a 
■nntuiul that strict justice wowld bsva 
beea done. Here was a second and a 
very strong moliva.- • 5 ■ • 

. Io the third place it must be noted 
that the act of vtogesace was carried out 
in a.sense deliberately. The criminal 
was not cat down and killed nt the porat 
where he was caught but be was brought 
back to the kpot where he badeomiaitted 
the crime and, in lha presence of the ob¬ 
ject of his crime was. given all the hear¬ 
ing that wse necessary-. He was convict¬ 
ed by the very Sghtof bla victim.. Sen¬ 
tence was carried out there and then sud 
all the atunemaat that could be mada, in 
. Xhc Koreans* eyes, wav there made by 
sacrificing his vlale to appease she spirit 
of the murdered man. There was a cer¬ 
tain Judkdei method in it In spite of IU 
prompt arse. 

: Now we are fsr from aaylng that title 
is the civilised *ay of doing things, Vat 
name will decy that justice awdm, 
albeit the band was rough; aad under 
the drotmalaccea it was the only waj 1 b 
which Justice could have been secured. 
Another fact Has right on the sorbet 
ftrininnl frorr 
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•lid cenaot be poaacd wtbout remark. If 
tkf Jspanew regime warn what II ought 
to be and whet It* epolojists claim it lobe 
this Japanese would neret hate allowed 
the underlyiag savagery of bii nature to 
get the upper hand. The whole story 
*!»■>■« he wee a coward, and If be bad 
known that Japanese law would ({rip bin 
arid inflict the ultimate penalty he would 
hare thought twice belcsx exhausting bla 
lugenpiiyin torturing liis victim todeath. 
11s knew he waa safe ficra capital potiieli 
rasat or from any other serloaa penalty. 
Everything he had beard or seen con¬ 
firmed him la the ccpfiction .that ba 
would ba screened and gotten ofl, or if 
worse cable 'W worst ke could only ba 
deported! He oarer woald have commit¬ 
ted this crime iu Japan 1 gain it oca of bis 
own countrymen. He had been led to 
think that against a Korean the crime 
would be condoned or that If be could 
get among bla own countrymen he could 
hide and defy prosecution. Ha knew 
that do JtptMM court would toleo the 
eridenca of a Boreas to the extent of 
pronoaodag the restates of death. Now 
ws do not best tale to s*r that tbo admin¬ 
istration is rsipouiibla for the condition 
•f things which rendered this crime poo- 
aibla. They cannot fails behind the ex¬ 
cuse that so many Japanese caste that it 
was impossible to bold than In check, 
fer the Japanese gofersmeut could bars 
prevented their coming faster than tbs 
legal machinery for their masagement 
wsa Introduced. No os* now doubta that 
Japan wanted a taiga owiK« of ha* peo¬ 
ple to come here and still wants them to 
came, irrespective of her power to hold 
tbem In check. 

There is still one more deduction to be 
made. When the Koreans become dew 
perata, u they are fast doing, so fear of 
punishment will prevrn: their attempting 
reprisals. Take that particular tillage, 
for instance. They bits tasted blood. 
They have gotten mn with <me of the 
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hated race, end we feel sure that Japan¬ 
ese renegadea will glee It a wide bertb 
far some time to come. If Koreans be¬ 
gin reprisall some of tbem will be killed, 
but others win not, aad lor every one 
that aecapee the consequences there will 
be a hundred who will want to follow hla 
example. Every Korean who bears of 
Ibis Case before us will applaud It and 
with be bed been there to help. 

In 159a the Japanese swept through 
ICoiea uiKtarded >ii« unchecked, bat 
the time came when iven the weak Ko¬ 
reans turned on them and in tbs end 
nade them wish they bad never come. 
Neva the Japanese atimated what it 
would mean if tbs Koreans as a people, 
as a whole, should tain and bar I them- 
stives at the throats of the people who 
claim this country ae the spoil of war f 
Let ns imagine Japan engaged In a greet 
war at some other point of the compass. 
Does she suppose the Korean people, 
armed or unarmed, would let the oppor- 
tanlty pass an Improved t W» think not. 

Douglas Story on Kora«. 

Mr. Douglas Story, a special corres¬ 
pondent of tbo London 7 'ritwn*, takes 
up iu the September 4 issue of that paper 
the statements of the Thrui correspond- 
eal in Toklo relative to the events of one 
year ago in Seoul.. Ha was in Seoul at 
the time and was in cloae touch with the 
palace officials. No uaa has questioned 
hla veracity or the unique opportunity 
ba bad to etudy the situation. It wee 
great good luck fur Korea to base him 
here as he was, to givi the world an un* 
varnished sod no lacquered tale of what 
actually occurred. He make# eix de- 
inita and categorical statements for the 
truth of which ha vouches. 

(0 Mis Majesty the Emperor of Ko¬ 
rea did nut sign nor agree lo the treaty 
signed by Mr. Hyaskl and t*ak Che-ean 

oe November 17th tqoj. 
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<*> His Majetly objects to tbe details 
of tbe treaty u published through tbe 
loDgiiri nl Japan 

(3) >ll« Mnjerity proclaimed lie 
s«»vereignty of Korea aid denies that be 
has by any act mods Hist sovertlgoty 
over lo any Imalcn powsr. 

(d) Under the terms ol tbe Irenly a* 
published hy Japan,tbe only «rrm« re¬ 
ferred to concern the management of 
Korea's external affairs with foreign 
powers. Japan's assumption of control 
of Korean internal affair* never au 
antborirrd hy Hie Majenty. the Hniparnr 
"f Korea. 

<S> His Mnjssty never consented to 
the appoint in eut of a Resident Geneml 
from Japan Dor bus he conceived th« 
possibility of the appi'iotroent of a Jap¬ 
anese who ah<raId exercise imperial pow 
era in Korea. 

(♦>) Kit MajtM T ittvllt a_ihf Grtat 
Powers to cxnciia a joint protect orate 
nvef~~knrea for.t^enod no t exc eVdiBg 
dec years with respect to the conlibto! 
Korean foreign affair*. 

Mr, Story gn>* on to give detail* of ‘ 
the method by wnlch he secured nothm- 
tio doouuiaula KUi>| furib these facts, 
and he declares that ccrtifild copies of 
the same lie at Seoul tods). Thera 
never waa a more alraigbt-fot ward and 
unequivocal acecuot. It wonld stand be¬ 
fore any nnhiawed jury, llieeocto- 
clnsive aa to the maiu facts of the event 
described that tec only way ft can be «b 
tacked la by saying that Mr. Story re. 
crived a forged document with seal of 
Iha Kmperur fraadutenily affixed. But 
Mr. Story Was doubtless aware of Ilia 
facta through other chaouala as well. 
They were well kuown in Seoul within 
twenty-four Louis. It oeeuia must strange 
that anyone who knows anything about 
Kasleru court hfe would suppose that 
such a thing Could be kept secret, and 
the Editor of the Japan Mail hjr hang¬ 
ing to tbe exploded theory that the docu- 
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tnent forced on Korea that night U inter¬ 
nationally legal is doing It In tbe face of 
direr! evidence which no Intelligent 
man can deny. Hat there is otbvr evi¬ 
dence that can be brought lo bear to 
prove tbe BitltuJa of His Majesty. A 

few dnya after tbe event lo questtou tne 

editor of this magaxine. who “a* in 
TVaaliluglou atTbiTl oie."Ffff<IflETrSKle- 
gram vfTft'afed Vf Iff* Majesiy In whch 
he rfebnunred' the document as "lienig 
hullInfl ffci<TTiccnuse il 6 o 3 XitVu forced 
'tinou~llfih "Tft r ~TbTT>Pfffairoir'Bii^~~h°Ur 
durasa Ha deelaiad h« had timer sign- 
ecCit nor given his consent to the sign¬ 
ing of it and nerer would. Ha Instruct¬ 
ed the writer t o lodge n pi-meat wit h tbe 
Departm ent of State in Washingto n aid 
lake whatever Heps were necessary to 
have tbe document repudiated by the 
treaty powers. He further Intlmaied 
that a joint protectorat e would be acced¬ 
ed to if nrcemary. Tbla cablegram »*• 
forwarded immediately altar the event* 
in question and betore the removal of 
tbs American Legation from Seoul. 
Thfc hml nothlDg whatever to do with 
tbe documents put in tbe bauds of Mr. 

And forms iudepeudeut cerrebvra 
live testimony If soch were needed. Vn 
know precisely by what agencies this 
cablegram was sent and wc are as peal- 
live that it waa enthentk; as weeau be of 
•nv event. 

Not only so bat we have received from 
men who pnrti«i|M>lad In ll» avonti of 
that night cleat ami specific accounts of 
all that occurred. The (sets of tbe cue 
ere settled beynnd dispute ami to at¬ 
tempt to bold the contrary is as senseless 
as to slick lo the theory list the ear th is 
flat and not rouud. lint why does ‘.be 
Japan Mail cling so tenaciously to the 
exploded Uieor; f Evidently because it 
can see DO moral deck whereby to con¬ 
done the fordble aeianre of Korea con¬ 
trary to treaty stipulations. In this tbe 
Japan Matt l» more aoueiiulsb than the 
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Jap*ne*e tbeniaelvea for the latter tacitly 
ad silt that Korea wuobliged to submit. 

Sot there are many vho asy it is folly 
to say anything more about the matter, 
Tfc* thing ia dona and cannot ha on do nr. 
Therefore tha less sad about it tbe 
belter. Thera are good reasons for com- 
timing tha discussion. Tbe world nt 
large ia not yet fully aware of tbe facia 
It is the ignorapee ot tie European and 
American public* that angora ill for the 
futare. Someone bums down your 
hooae. Yon make a ton abuut It. Your 
neighbor say#, "What's the talk¬ 

ing about it? The thing is done and can¬ 
not be nndone. The leas said the better." 
You reply that your outcry l* for the per- 
pan of warning ntharr to Vaap wnlrh 
over their property teat a similar fate 
aheald overtake it; sol your argument 
wojld be unanswerable. The fate of 
Korea and tha means by which it wm 
effected should be held np before tbs 
world sa a perpetual warning. 

•Sul there are other reason* for not 
dropping the subject. V* have do laaaon 
to believe the world is coming to an end 
in tha osar futura and tUeim is peobshly 
time for much tohappei before that con* 
snumation. Things happen no rapidly 
In ths Kor Ifaot. the kilcidoecope is 
turning so fait that the keenest sighted 
CAiuot tell what couihitation of circnni- 
stances many turm np tomorrow. The 
oa'Jon will not die. Iti* too numerous, 
too virile, two homeogeneous to be de¬ 
stroyed speedily even anrler tbe blow* 
wtich Japan is dealing. Let the people 
cllog to their tsngo.ge, to their noil aod 
to (be best of lbrir - lraditioq|_and a cen¬ 
tury hence will ace the n, still as distinct 
frem tbe people that oppress them a* 
Ihs Shauiltic slock ia dialiuct from tbe 
Slavic In Hunts. 

J< one wanta to ku®w whet Japan la 
doing to Korea he must not stay about 
&e>al. He will ace only a certain aid# 
ol it tkara, and the-heat side. iH« mint 
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gn down into the conotry where there ii 
no one to note sad record what is being 
done. 

A leading article In the December 4th 
lata of IK. Deity I/rraM ittiliM 

Ue nail pretty fairly oa tbt bead. In it 
w* find a repetition of the reason why 
Jipanctt act bo differently In Korea and 
in Japan, namely because paaoioufl aod 
appetites which He dormant, while tbe 
Jipaneee are in their own country nodet 
atrict polvce surveillance and under the 
whip of public seotu, awake to life as 
aeon a* tbe Japanese gets to K<n-ca and 
be finds himself able ta do about aa he 
pleases without fear ol consequences. A 
very pertinent remark Is tula "II the 
confidence of the country is to be fully 
gsiued it is evident that the rulers must 
not ouly show that they are willing to 
P*Otect the people from injustice, but 
they mast go out ef thiir way to Protect 
«rw»." (Halloa ours) 

Nothing could be truer than this, but 
we find that the Japanese are not only 
trot going ont of their way to protect Ko- 
• leans but they are not even attempting 
to givw thani common justice. "It must 
net be merely a cane of even justice, hm 
txteeme paint turn/ ke taken to mo** that 
justice knn/n." ( Italic* ourr) . Here Is 
the vejy point. Who aver heard of Ko¬ 
runa being urged to bring coir.plftiuta 
against Japanese or suyeffoit being made 
tc teach the Koreans tbe methods aud 
avennea through which • they can gel 
justice? To any falr-alndad man liviug 
Id Korea the very idea is ludkioua. The 
writer kuowa ol a doten cases at this 
present moment whsie tbe Korean 
would gladly, eagerly Claim redress but 
hia ouly recourse is to bunt np ft Japan- 
eie lawyer, give him a retaining fee aud 
prcprtie ■ case for » U- court. Tha Ko 
■ran knows no more about Ibi# Uibd a 
tube unborn. Ha la utterly at sea. It 
au»y be that a Japanese hm seised bis 
land and defies him to WPCh H«jit There 
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to a notorious ou ol llito kind ■( Chiu- 
naiupo right now io which a whole Ko¬ 
rean clan nl Intf families *ba» been de¬ 
prived nf all their lands by a Japanese 
whn holds a Ixsgus title The Japanese 
rnia the harvest* off Ikes* fields undo 
the protection sf an armed Japsocu 
force. One renegid* member of the clan 
"•old" the Ued ta the Japaeeae and raa 
away. Now there to.one law that tha 
Japanese should lay down with double 

•iwyUosJa au<l wlihimt li •very cl«im to 

fair ueatment will be false That law 
should elata that no Japanese ihall lore- • 
cloae a mortgage by fotce bjtt ahall do ■■ 
ia doue in all civilized eoontriea, and 
fmecloae by proctss of law. The same 
•hoold bold tropin the matter ol pur¬ 
chase. The perasn In possession should 
bare the privilege nf challenging the sale 
ol his property, aad making the claimant 
prove bto right. Thi* is not the way 
thing* are done in Korea. The day a 
uiostgage fall* doe the mortgagee 1s kick¬ 
ed out without a day of grace and with¬ 
out the light to trake a forced aale aid 
tealiie aometblog over and above the 
mortgage. Only a few week a ago a 
•hamefnl attempt waa made to force tha 
surreudar of Ybo.oco worth of property 
on a mot tit age of V i.t.yo. On the final 
day the mortgagee offered the uonry 
due at the office of the mortgage holder 
hot he wa* "ont" and the money eonld 
not be paid SVben tbc Korean went the 
neat day to pay, the Japanese declared 
the property forfeit. . The Korean 
brought picwuc to b*vr mod the jM|mo« 
•eft •uUivrllUa &*»<!• Ihe Japanca* take 
the motiey Uit they alfomtd him te /it 
maad from !A* Korean Y/joo leeantee/ 
the da/s delay. The Korean bad to jwy 
thieentr* fifteen handled yen. Let the 
J,xfkxn Herald lake that fact and pondsr 
npon it lor a while. It i* a fair ail 
atralgbtforward periodical and we want 
to know what It bae to aay about such a 
caae a* tkifc^ Juatkaf That Korean 


grind, hi. leeth every time he bears 
meotion of justice al tbe Kaada of tb* 
Japanese. 

There ia one thing that we cannot ua- 
•UrMaad »nd tbal 1. the way lb. Juft w 
Herald harniooizea two of its slalruieoU. 
At the beginning it taya that llarqni# 
Ilo’a aaaurancea u to the data of thing* 
in Korea are "sattolactory" and thro 
after specifically implying that it la 
necessary fur Japan to gain tba CunS- 
dene* of the Korean people it eudsby *#•. 
•citing that "There is no doubt Japan i» | 
acting nntler the heal intenUou* toward 
Korean*, but the fact aeeraa to ramair 
that having bitterly antagonized the Ko¬ 
rean* she is dainy nothing to regain ttaiir 
" (Italic* ncit«) . How ClB 
the Heiald aay then that Marqnis lto’a 
assurances are aatlsfaclory ? Ilia aaavr 
ance* are precisely aa satisfactory as the 
"good intentions" which do not materi¬ 
alise. A certain place is Mid to be pavsd 
with good intention*. Shakesprara nave* 
Mid truer words than these i 

••If thow hast a virtue let it come (drib 
of thee." 

We want to aea this virtue come forth 

a 

of Japan and not ramaiu In the embry¬ 
onic atate ol gwl Intention. 
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Min YonK'Whai. 

When it became evident that the Jap¬ 
anese intended to fuice the matter ol a 
treaty Uln Yoog-wbau used all hi* In¬ 
fluence to oppose It. but. in spite of all. 
tb* night Of November 17m aaw the ac¬ 
complishment of the nefarioaa scheme 
surd Korean Independence went to the 
wall. Min Yoig-wbnn waa in despair. 
He memorialized the throne in connec¬ 
tion with mauy others but the Japanese 
laughed at them Nothing could be sc- 
coiupltohad and Min Yoog-wbon deter- 
Blind to pour onl hie life as ■ luting 
protetf against IheTnutal outrage which 
had been*'perpetrated against the liber- 
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tin of bis country. lie intimated to bla 
fellow officials that lie toad no further 
use for life but It was not taken strioos- 
]/. He went to lit* home aud said good 
bye to bla family and tBeu went to tbc 
hone of one ol hla servants aud secured 
a :oom for the night. He bade the 
eereant leave him and a few moment* 
latir the scivaul hemd a peculiar sound 
coning from the ruum. He opened the 
dcwi and Fvtiud U.» natter with bis 
throat cut veilnnll* and laterally, Ihe 
jngnlar vein and the windpipe being 
•tiered. It woe done with no exceed¬ 
ingly sharp pocket knife An ioatant 
outcry nan uiade and all was contusion. 
Tbr bully *ui taken ji a ebuir tu the 
bona of lli* dead uiau. A large number 
of letter ■ were found wbiCb be hatl 
written to many of hu friends, to the 
foreign l.igntioiia and to the Um prior. 
‘Ilwy were practically Identic*] in tenor 
aid after giving the te&soua why he 
foend it loDger impossible to endure life 
cal'ed upon all friend* ol Korea to 
unite in effort* to gel l>a:k the mdepen- 
derce which had been lost, 

Every rational man amat acknowledge 
that aaicide is always a mistake. Min 
Vmg-whan could have rose much more 
govd by living rbau be did by ending 
his life in the eery mifiat of hla career. 
It is just oncli men as be that are needed 
no* to publish throughwit th« world the 
facts of Japan's lawlvte actions in Korea. 
Buiude is always an ackaowledgmebt of 
failure aud it la only under the niost ex. 
crptional drcumatauce* that it can prove 
an effectual call to mea to exert them, 
selves foe any causa. (I is one of the 
fallacies which civiliiatoa has not y*t 
eradicated from the Japanese character 
aiu) which seems to hate as fitui a bold 
“a aver. It is WM«I/ to be •oudcied 
at theaj that Korean b have Dot shaken 
themselves loose from Ihe Idea that self- 
destruction is akin to mistyrdom, 

Min Yoog-wbxn^-wosjjHe |b* uiosl 



, lenaitive 


we have 


i There woji bathing rallnup him. 

|H:& icclkngfl lay near the surface aud barf 
.Jnevcr heen blunted cither by the cxce*** 

1 coiuto which wealth m2 of Leo lead* nor. 
h> the ieifishsteaa vrhirk ix aueb a mark¬ 
ed cbumctcfiitic o( official life tbc worl<( 
Oitr. It ll not U> be wondered at there 
fixe that the unblushing effrontery of 
the Japanese in putting tbeir grip upon 
the throat of Korea mould ao far have 
imbMlaiiced him that death, even at hla 
own hand, seemed preferable to life. 
Hid be lived be would have bad to 
Itecmnc ao «xilt from hia native Isnd 
and all that bo held d«ur. Even to be 
might have dune much for Korea. But 
it ■■ not foi us to judge him. One muai 
be put in the name p»tliou aud subjected' 
to the same minted strain before passing 
jtvlgmant on snclt a «u*o. A onm of 
much Lh« name l) pa ie Han Kvu-tiitl who 
wlb l'rirne Minister at the lime of this 
national cataitxoplie and who still 
survives. The time will couie when 
every such man will »e needed In this 
country. History bring! its own penal- 
tin at well as iIn own rewards and far 
every broken promise which paved the 
way to the present usurpation of power 
)u ibis land tbc Japaactc will soiuc day 
pay with compound inttrcet. 


Gambling In Koraa. 


Be it kuowu that gambling ia a crim¬ 
inal offense in Korea and haB been 
inch for many ceulnrias. How and then 
■ raid will be nule nod two or lUrve 
people arrested but nothing seems to 
cone of it. I am credibly informed tbal 
today many of the ill paid police Can 
mike end* meet only by demanding 
bltckuiail liom g« adding pvoplo »»«<• 
they threaten to arrest oulcaaa aabstan 
liol "leBtioionial" ia forthcoming. No 
geauine effort la mode to stop the grow- 
inj; °vil. Koreans who nske tk'ii; living 
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in this way and who we afraid of beiog 
caught and bandied by tlie l*w, rent 
room* I row Japan*** where no Korean 
police would due 10 make * raid tv«n. 
though be Vne* the law was being 

broken. One o! the comiuoDmt sight* 
now istbe Japanese with hi. little abuffle- 

board Where the Korean take* a throw 
with only one ckance in *ix of wianlug. 
Korea Itsall aenr evolved any awindl# 
quite no barefncod a. thi. and no really 
•Bllghteacd K c...ron«=« would »llow it* 
national* to Inflict such an imposition 
upon the public; but then, we am uot 
talking now of enlightened nation.. 

An Eminent Opinion. 

Bilhop Warreo A. Candler of the Meth¬ 
odist Episcopal Church (South) in the 
United States hie lately been in Korea 
attending to hi. duties aa Bishop owe 
Ibis portion of U* church. IX* travelled 
widely and saw a great deal of the Ko¬ 
run psopi*. • He gathered independent 
opinion of the .iwation from ell *idra. 
He ba* published in the Atlanta Journal 
* letter with the heading "A Broken¬ 
hearted Nation turning to Christ. •’ The 
opening paragraph i» as follow*: 

"Have you ever seen * broken hearted 
nation? If yon answer negatively then 
I am sore you h«ve never Been Korto... 

.I think I hove Been, before 

coming to Kent*, a few broken hearted 
men and women out of whose pitiful 
lives every ray of hope seemed to h«ve 
faded : but never before have I BCCB a 
whole nation which seemed to be utterly 
dispirited. The Koreans aeein to me to 
b« without eertbly hope, at tenet they 
went to be utterly diwauaged." 

Alter ftlatini some of tbe ealient 
point* of earlier Korean history he 
cornea down to the present time «n<i 
eaya: "The Korea n Boipcto r la now ■ 
Minted *nton;[.toii_JflJil8 palace while 
Mntqbl s lto is the tea l ruler. Tbe Em- 
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peroi u lo all intents sod purposes a 
prisoner on hip throne. Japan's century, 
long aspirations sre giabdedend Korea's 
last hope of ludrpendence has failed." 

"The Koreaus have gotten wh*t they 
least denrert wxl their case is made mere 
galling to them by the coming Into thrir 
country of the worst class of Japanese 
immigrants. Tbe seals wag alwaya fal¬ 
low* a Victorious army acd Korea | B now 
full of Japanese rcalawegs. The Karris 
regards the acal.wag at (hr trner.pi*. 
•tentative of the laud from which it 
comes, and congdeia the situation hope¬ 
less." 

Of the Korean people be says "I never 
saw a more gentle or grateful people." 

We commend to tbe public these word* 
ot an eminent nan who came to Korea 
Utterly unprejudiced either for or against 
the Japanese or the Koreans. We lieve 
not space for hi. whole article which Is 
largely about the remarkable metre* of 
Christian work in Korea lo which be 
cites cases in wbkh the lives of notcri- 
ooi Korean criminals heve been com¬ 
pletely revolntlomeed. He has vety little 
toeayubout the political situation hut 
what little be a»y* i* «o pregnant with 
meaning that it auma np the whole 
matter. He ssya the country la filled 
tilth Japanese of a very questionable 
character, men who have come here to 
exploit the weaknesses of tbe people for 
their own selfish gala. He says the Ko¬ 
rean people are a Jfxokmdi.cailoLflat'W 
seeing BO hope for their political future. 
And why should they see uo hope for 
(lie Future if iJJ the praiaen o( tilt Japan¬ 
ese which have been mounded are true, if 

MtrquM Ho751c 11t ujxi'DTcclcv*ti oz of 
tbe p^]g < fl»ld.lh^g^cUuiadoo ) if • btlp- 
lul pcrticy is being 5*k>pt*d.bere a ad tbe 
Korean people are beitif^ tfve;n jutlice? 
The tremble la lha( ell tfieae eulngimc 
phrases are either wholly untrue or arc 
lildcoDi en^gcraLiuiL Native iodailntf 
•jc being dtaciynraged. Native enter- 
a.nninni trorr 
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pri«e ii being banned. Unlaw a Korean 
join himself to a Japanese and the latter 
staid* to make ten yen where the Ko¬ 
rean makes one, the Korean will get no 
encouragement to enterprise. 

A moot distressing caie aune to oar 
notloe the other day. Wot mnuy mile* 
from Seoul ■ Japanese company has gone 
into the grain business. They need 
transportation ao they go Into a dnien 
village# aud aay to the Koreans "You 
mix furnlali psck-boiHs tw ua at aucb 
not such R price" (being exactly one 
halt the rate which ia current in that 
locality.) Pour hotaea and their groom# 
are demanded each day Irom the K* 
return la each village. Now in this par- 
Ucitar instance-there were among the 
J»l«neM connected with the company 
two who were profeiaing Christiana The 
Kcrewns, many of whoa are Christians, 
learning of this, went u> the Japanese 
Christiana and aaid "You are Christiana 
and 00 ars we. How ia it tbat we are 
obliged to give on. sorrlcea to you »t 
lu 3 price t This *06011 to be far from 
tht sort of conduct that abaald obtain 
between members of the same faith 
etjeeially K that faith 1 * Christianity." 


Digitized by GOOglt? 


The Japanese agreed that It waa a hard¬ 
ship bnt they aaid that they were only 
two of the company and they coaid not 
atop It, and beside*, if they had to pay 
tha fall price for transportation the pro¬ 
fit! would be too small u> make the ven¬ 
ture a paying one. For these runout 
tbay declined to interfere. We hear 
■otneone say "Oh, that * j nat a ca nard, 
the atatement Of one of thorns 'friend*' of 
Korea." Well, we *aiwer m"W have 
answercd before that II any reader ot tin a 
tmgarine will step into the office we will 
awn pnt him in the way of learning all 
about whether It ia true or not. If it ia 
not tree, why have the people who claim 
to be suffering the outrage come to Seonl 
to aak lor help to dad soma means of re- 
draao, and il the Japanese claim, tbat 
Justice i* an easy thing fur the Korean 
to get, is Dot why do these Korean* 
need foreign help to get the caae before 
the eye# of the onthoritie#?' However, 
come around and be uwured that this 
chtrgv ia Uu«, ii yua Imq. If it ia uvt 
tit* lit will pulliali a dptcific tpuiogy 
and retraction. If U U true we wrll aak 
yo« to join with ua in a proteat to the 
Japanese authorities against tlie outrage. 


hJinirni irorr 
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SUMMARY 


The foregoing pig?* gite a glimpse of the actual cun 
ditions in Korea. They show with some degree of con- 
clusiveness the following facts. 

(1) Japan Hos effected a forcible protectorate over 
v* Korea by which she has broken her own word and in¬ 
volved the United States in an international outrage. 

(2) Korea is being exploited solely for the benefit of 
Japanese capitalists and adventurers. 

• (3) The Koreans are barred at every point from de¬ 
veloping by themselves the resources of the country. 

(♦) Every effort is being made by Japan to prev*-nt 
'dtbe introduction of Western capital and enterprise into 
Korea, 

(5) The Japanese authorities permit Japanese sub¬ 
jects to carry on formi of business, like the sale of opium 
and gambling devices, which would never be allowed in 

P («) That n^it^ni^tTs being made to better the in¬ 
tellectual status of the Koreans by means of education. 

(7) That land is bring seixetl all over Korea by Jnp. 
1 nnese without proper payment. 

. (8) That Koreans are forced to give their services 

to Japanese civilians at a mere fraction of the regular 
wage. 

(9) That the Koreans are utterly without means of 
v securing legal redress for wrongs perpetrated upon 

them. 

(10) That fisheries, salt works ami other industrial 
works have been seized and thousands of Koreans driven 
out of employment. 

(11) Tlmt the Japanese regime is so corrupt thnt 
^ brigandage is more common than at any rime during 

the past decade. 

(12) That Japan has forced Korea to borrow 
money from her and that this money is used almost 
solely for the interests of Japanese in Kurai. 

(13) That Korea swarms with Japanese prostitutes 
\ wiieh in som: town's have been quartered by the mili¬ 
tary upon the people; by which means the Korean youth 
are debauched. 
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(34) Thai the Japanese author ities keep pulling 
nut specious stflt cmcnts Hhont the success of their ad- 

mi n i 8 ^at Jousbt^_thes^stiUi8ie)itiai^_iia^ICjiJ£UinJ h c 
• fa?ts fi mTaie uiod e loS^jye r up < i stt>te of t hings which 

would make the world cry out uguinst Japan if till wer© 

known. 
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